
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1895-96 

 

 
1896 FA Cup Final at Crystal Palace 

 

Winner:  The Wednesday 

Runner-Up:  Wolverhampton Wanderers 

 

Clubs competed for a new trophy, which remains the oldest surviving FA Cup trophy, although it was retired 

from use in 1910 

 

No less than 5 Leicestershire teams – Coalville Town, Hinckley Town, Leicester Fosse, Leicester YMCA and 

Loughborough – entered the 1895-96 FA cup competition. 

 

Coalville Town were draw away to Notts Wanderers in the preliminary 

qualifying round. After negotiations the Wanderers agreed to play the cup 

tie at Coalville. Kick off was delayed until 4 pm due to the latte arrival of 

the visitors. Coalville won easily and were drawn at home against Leicester 

YMCA in the first qualifying round. Unfortunately due to a knee injury to 

one of their forwards, YMCA were down to 10 men after just 10 minutes in 

their tie at the Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville. Perhaps not 

surprisingly given both home advantage and  an extra player, Coalville 

went through to the Second Qualifying Round. Again drawn at home, they 

were well beaten by Kettering in front of 1,000 spectators.  

 

Kettering eliminated both Loughborough, in the third qualifying round, 

and Leicester Fosse, who had easily overcome Hinckley Town, in the fourth 

and final qualifying round. Newton Heath beat Kettering 2-1 at home in the 

First Round. 

 



The final took place on Saturday, 18 April 1896 at Crystal Palace. Less than 50,000 supporters attended the 

match. The match finished 2–1 to The Wednesday, through two early goals from Fred Spiksley. Between the 

two goals, David Black had equalised for Wolves. 

 

Results and Match Details 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

Prelimin 5.10.1895 Coalville Town 
Benistone 

Dicken 

Orton 

Cliff 

4 

(3) 

1 

(0) 

Notts Wanderers 
AN Other 

Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

Notts had the choice of venue having 

been drawn out of the hat first. 

However, after negotiations Wanderers 

indicated their willingness to visit 

Coalville.  

Fair number of spectators. Rain fell 

heavily. 

Notts arrived late delaying kick off until 

after 4 pm. 

Coalville were leading 3-0 at half-time 

1QR 12.10.1895 Coalville Town 
C Benistone 

Gibblin 

2 0 Leicester YMCA Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

Gate lower than expected due to 

excursion trains being run to the fair in 

Leicester. 

Within the first few minutes YMCA 

down to 10 men as forward Tyler 

retired with a twisted knee 

1QR 12.10.1895 Leicester Fosse 
McArthur 

Trainer (2) 

Bishop 

4 0 Hinckley Town Played on “Fair Saturday.” 

“Small” crowd – c.2,500 

A one-sided encounter -  with “no small 

amusement caused by the helpless way 

in which some of the visitors allowed 

themselves to be tricked.” 

1QR 12.10.1895 Loughborough 

AFC 

5 2 Bulwell United  

2QR 2.11.1895 Coalville Town 0 4 Kettering Town 
McMain (pen) 

Dickson 

AN Others 

Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville/ 

C 1,000 spectators 

Coalville were without Bunting, who 

had missed his train at Burton. 

F Hardner (referee) 

2QR 2.11.1895 Leicester Fosse 
Manson 

Trainer 

Hibberd 

3 1 Hucknall St Johns 
AN Other 

Hucknall arrived late – kick-off was 

delayed until 3.15 pm. 

2QR 2.11.1895 Loughborough  0 0 Newstead Byron Athletic Grounds, Loughborough. 

Very small gate. 

 

2QRRep 6.11.1895 Newstead Byron 0 1 Loughborough  
Rose 

 

3QR 23.11.1895 Kettering Town 
AN Other 

McMain 

2 1 Loughborough  
Ward 

Kettering led 2-0 at half-time. Having 

had one goal disallowed for offside 

3QR 23.11.1895 Kimberley 
Lilley 

1 3 Leicester Fosse 
MacArthur (2) 

AN Other 

A “fairly large continent” of Fosse 

supporters made the journey. 

Game played on a “village field.” 

 

4QR 14.12.1896 Leicester Fosse 
Dorrell 

1 2 Kettering Town 
Whitehouse (5 mins) 

AN Other 

Kettering were unbeaten all season. 

Ground was very heavy. 

Game kicked-off at 2.15 pm. 

 

Match Reports 
 



 
Burton Chronicle – 10 October 1895 

 

 
Sporting Life -  14 October 1895 

 

 





 
Leicester Daily Post -14 October 1895 

 

 
Athletic News - Monday 14 October 1895 



 
Sporting Life - 4 November 1895 

 

 
Sporting Life - 4 November 1895 

 

 
Sporting Life - 4 November 1895 

 

 
Sporting Life - 25 November 1895 

 

 
Sporting Life - 25 November 1895 



 
Sporting Life - 16 December 1895 

 


