
 
Birmingham Senior Challenge Cup 1897-98 

 

Winner:  Walsall 

Runner-up: Wolverhampton Wanderers 

No. of entries: 24 

 

Most ties took place during the week.  

 

Loughborough were knocked out in round 1 by Aston Villa, whilst the Fosse were awarded a bye.  

 

Wrockwardine after conceding home advantage for an unknown fee, were slaughtered  11-0 by Walsall. A 

day before, Walsall beat Blackpool 6-0 in a Second Division encounter.  

 

Kidderminster withdrew from the competition rather than face Burton Wanderers.  

 

It  took three attempts to settle the tie between Burslem and WBA, with the latter eventually emerging 

victorious. Due to fixture congestion WBA retired, giving Burton Wanderers a place in the semi-finals 

without kicking a ball. Meanwhile Aston Villa who were on a run of 4 consecutive defeats shared 6 goals 

with Burton Wanderers, but went into the semi-finals after winning the replay 6-2.  

 

The semi-finals produced clear cut winners, Wolves surprising beating Aston Villa by 5-0 with Walsall 

winning by 4 goals against Burton Wanderers 

 

The final was staged at Aston Villa’s new ground, built on the site of the former Aston Lower Ground, and 

officially at least, not yet known as Villa Park. Wretched weather reduced the attendance. Walsall adopted a 

shot on sight approach which proved successful and against all expectations they retained the trophy. 

 

QUALIFYING COMPETITION 
 

Round 1 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

2.10.1897 Berwick Rangers 1 1 Market Drayton Severn Terrace. 

2.10.1897 Brierley Hill Alliance 3 

aet 

1 Wellington Town Cottage Street, Brierley Hill. 

c. 1,000 spectators 

2.10.1897 Kidderminster 

Harriers 

2 1 Singers Aggborough. 

800 spectators. 

2.10.1897 Newport 3 2 Wellington St 

George’s 

 

2.10.1897 Stourbridge 4 1 Ironbridge Amblecote. 

1,750 spectators 

2.10.1897 Worcester Rovers 5 0 Halesowen Thorneloe 

2.10.1897 Wrockwardine 

Wood 

W  Hereford Hereford scratched. 

 

Round 1 Replay 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

16.10.1897 Berwick  1 

aet 

0 Market Drayton Severn Terrace. 

 

Round 2 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

16.10.1897 Stourbridge 1 0 Brierley Hill Alliance Amblecote. 

4,000 spectators. 



23.1.1897 Wrockwardine 

Wood 

W  Berwick Rangers Berwick scratched. 

 Worcester Rovers  W Newport Worcester scratched 

 

Round 3 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

13.11.1897 Newport 1 2 Kidderminster 

Harriers 

 

13.11.1897 Wrockwardine 

Wood 

1 0 Stourbridge The Trench. 

300 spectators. 

 

Exemptions to the Proper Competition: Aston Villa. Burslem Port Vale, Burton Swifts, Burton Wanderers, 

Leicester Fosse, Loughborough, Small Heath, Walsall, West Bromwich Albion, Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

 

COMPETITION PROPER 

 

Round 1 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

13.12.1897 Aston Villa 
Harvey (2) 

John Cowan (2) 

AN Other 

5 

(3) 

1 

(0) 

Loughborough 
AN Other 

At Aston. 

Heavy turf. 

2,000 spectators 

13.12.1897 Burslem Port Vale 0 0 West Bromwich 

Albion 

 

13.12.1897 Burton Wanderers W  Kidderminster 

Harriers 

Kidderminster scratched. 

28.12.1897 Walsall 11 

(5) 

0 

(0) 

Wrockwardine 

Wood 

2,000 spectators. 

Button Swifts, Small Heath, Leicester Fosse and Wolverhampton Wanderers, byes 

 

R1 Replay 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

17.1.1898 West Bromwich 

Albion 

0 0 Burslem Port Vale  

 

R1 2nd Replay 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

17.1.1898 West Bromwich 

Albion 

2 1 Burslem Port Vale  

 

Round 2 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

31.1.1898 Burton Swifts 3 3 Aston Villa At Burton. 

3,000 spectators. 

Burton refused to play extra time, as ordered by 

the referee. 

17.1.1898 Leicester Fosse 

Fairbairn 

1 

(0) 

3 

(0) 

Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 
Tonks (2) 

Miller 

Filbert-street.  

Second time the two clubs had ever met. 

Foggy – some doubt when the game started that it 

would be played to a finish. 

 

17.1.1898 Walsall 2 1 Small Heath  

17.1.1898 West Bromwich 

Albion 

 W Burton Wanderers West Bromwich retired from the competition 

 

Round 2 Replay 



Date Home   Away  Match Details 

9.2.1898 Aston Villa 6 2 Burton Swifts  

 

Semi-Finals 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

19.2.1898 Aston Villa 0 5 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 
Miller (2) 

Beale 

AN Other 

10,000 spectators 

19.2.1898 Walsall 
Devey (2) 

AN Others 

4 0 Burton Wanderers Fine weather. 

3,000 spectators 

 

Final 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

26.3.1898 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 

0 

(0) 

3 

(1) 

Walsall 
Aston (2) 

Griffin 

Villa Park, Birmingham. 

c.3,000 spectators. 

Miserable weather. 

 

Match Reports 

 
A selection of published match reports. 
 

 
South Wales Daily News - 14 December 1897 

 



  



  



 
Leicester Daily Post - Tuesday 18 January 1898 

 

 

 
Sporting Life - 28 March 1898 


