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Leicester Thursday League 1897-98 

  Nr   Team P W D L F A Pts 

1 Rovers 9 7 0 2 39 12 14 

2 Victoria* 8 6 0 2 33 15 10 

3 Market Harborough 9 4 1 4 31 20 9 

4 Banks 8 4 1 3 19 11 9 

5 Wanderers 10 3 0 7 22 35 6 

6 Casuals 8 2 0 7 7 56 2 
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Two points deducted for playing an ineligible man. 

 

Winner:  Thursday Rovers 
Runner-Up:  ? 
 
Little is known about this competition apart from that given here. 

 
  

Results and Match Details 
Date Home   Away Details 

4.11.1897 Victoria 1 0 Banks Victoria Park, Leicester. 

4.11.1897 Rovers 5 0 Wanderers Victoria Park, Leicester. 

18.11.1897 Knighton Casuals 0 8 Thursday Rovers  

18.11.1897 Thursday Wanderers 2 1 Market Harborough At Belgrave. 

30.12.1897 Market Harborough 
Thursday 

AN Other 

J Wood 

Warner 

“Mac” (2) 

5 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Leicester Victoria Fair number of spectators. 

Harborough played in red and white. 

Game commenced at 3.30pm due to the 

late arrival of the visitors. 

The referee stopped the game after a few 

mins and ordered Wes, who appeared in 

white (the same colour as Victoria players) 

don the Harborough colours. 

6.1.1898 Leicester Banks 6 

(4) 

1 

(1) 

Market Harborough 

Thursday 

At Leicester. 

Harborough scored after 5 mins. 

20.1.1898 Rovers 2 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Banks Victoria Park, Leicester. 

Large  crowd. 

20.1.1898 Leicester Victoria 5 2 Market Harborough 

Thursday 

Victoria Park, Leicester. 

Victoria scored 2 penalties 

3.2.1898 Market Harborough 

Thursday 

1 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Leicester Banks Wretched weather 

17.2.1898 Knighton Casuals 0 11 Thursday Wanderers  

17.2.1898 Market Harborough 

Thursday 

1 

(0) 

5 

(2) 

Leicester Rovers Barber’s Meadow, Market Harborough. 

17.2.1898 Thursday Excelsior 3 3 Banks  

25.2.1898 Leicester Thursday 

Rovers 

1 0 Market Harborough 

Thursday 

Played on the Fosse ground before the 

Loughborough v Fosse 

20.4.1898 Champions [Rovers] 
AN Others 

Bertenshaw 

4 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Rest of the League 
Grindley 

Fosse Ground, Leicester. 

Gate of a “very limited dimension.” 

The “scratch team collapsed” in the second 

half. 

 

Other “Thursday” Match Results & Details 

Date Home   Away Details 



18.11.1897 Leicester Banks 1 5 Northampton Thursday Victoria Park, Leicester. 

18.11.1897 Thursday Victoria 4 2 Excelsior Victoria Park, Leicester. 

13.1.1898 Market Harborough 

Thursday 

5 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Glen Parva Barber’s Meadow, Market Harborough. 

20,.1.1898 Thursday Wanderers 1 0  Kettering Thursday  

24.2.1898 Thursday Rovers 1 0 Harborough Thursday Played at walnut-street prior to the Fosse v 

Loughborough game. 

24.3.1898 Leicester Thursday 

Rovers 

2 

(0) 

2 

(0) 

Nottingham Thursday 

Rovers 

 

 

Match Reports 

 
A selection of published match reports. 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post - 19 November 1897 

 



 
Market Harborough Advertiser and Midland Mail - 4 January 1898 

 
 



 
Football News (Nottingham) - 26 March 1898 



 
Leicester Daily Post - 22 April 1898 

 

LEICESTERSHRE THURSDAY LEAGUE 

CHAMPIONS v REST 

The Fosse Ground was the scene on Thursday afternoon of a match between the Thursday rovers, as 

champions of the Thursday League, and a team selected from other clubs in the League. The following were 

the teams:  Rovers: Deacon, gal; Barnes and Bailey, backs; Cufflin, Wall and Greem, half-backs; Swift, Jones, 

Colson, Wood and Bent, forwards. Rest of League: J Wood (Market Harborough), Cassell (Victoria), Grindley 

(Casuals), Joyles (Victoria) and Andrews (Banks), forwards; Charters (Banks), Smith (Wanderers), and Edson 

(Victoria), half-backs; King (Victoria), backs; J Bradley Smith (Banks), goal. The Rovers were clearly the better 

team and won by four goals to one. 
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Additional Information 



 
Leicester Daily Mercury – 13 October 1897 
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