LFA Birmingham Senior Challenge Cup 1898-99

g

Winner: Aston Villa
Runner-up: Burslem Port Vale
No. of entries: 21

Just ten clubs - Brierley Hill Alliance, Dudley, Ironbridge, Kidderminster Harriers, Newport (Salop),
Wellingborough St George’s, Wellington St George's, Wellington Town, Wem, and Wrockwardine Wood
participated in the qualifying competition, only one of which proceeded to the Competition Proper.

Clubs exempted from this process consisted of 4 First Division, 6 Second Division and Burton Wanderers of
the Midland League.

Round 1 paired the 12 clubs in 6 ties, so that the quarter-final draw enabled two club to receive byes into
the semi-finals and produced two local derbies. More than six thousand spectators at Muntz-street saw
Small Heath held Aston Villa to a 2-2 draw, whilst half as many saw Villa easily win the replay. There was a
totally unexpected scoreline at Stoney-lane saw West Bromwich Albion entertain Wolverhampton
Wanderers. Although the Wanderers had already completed a Football League double over their arch-rivals
that season, no one could have predicted a 7-0 victory for Wolverhampton, a scoreline which stands as the
Baggies record home defeat!

Both Leicestershire teams were eliminated in round 1. Fosse lost 5-0 away at Burslem, whist Loughborough
were humiliated 11-0 at Wolverhampton.

Molineux staged both semi-finals. Although Wolves had home advantage they lost 1-2 to Aston Villa. The
following week Burslem Port Vale and Walsall, both of the Second Division, played out a 1-1 draw. Another
week on, this time at Stoney-lane, a snowstorm stopped the game after an hour with Burslem leading 2-0.
During the stoppage several Walsall players had got changed, contrary to the referees’ instructions, and
when the storm stopped the players returned to the field in ordinary attire and smoking cigars. Perhaps not
surprisingly the referee refused to restart the game and Walsall, the holders of the cup, were subsequently
disqualified from the competition, paving the way for Burslem Port Vale to reach the final.

The final was scheduled to be played at Small Heath , but Burslem accepted a financial inducement to
switch Aston Villa's Lower Grounds home. Burslem were energetic, tackled splendidly and seldom failed to
make headway against the football League Champion. The game was evenly fought, with the only goal of
the first half resulted from a cruel deflection by Stokes from a shot by Garratty. From that moment Villa
took control and won the final 4-0.

Qualifying Competition

Qualifying Round 1

Date Home \ Away Match Details
24.9.1898 Brierley Hill Alliance 2 1e | Kidderminster Harriers | Cottage-street.
3,000 spectators.
24.9.1898 Ironbridge W Dudley Walkover for Ironbridge.
Dudley scratched.

24.9.1898 Wellington St George's | 2 1 Newport Vicarage-road.
24.9.1898 Wellington Town 2 6 Wrockwardine Wood
24.9.1898 Wem 0 Stourbridge

Qualifying Round 2

Match Details
22.10.1898 | Wellington St George's | 5 0 Brierley Hill Alliance Vicarage Field.

Ironbridge, Wem, Wrockwardine Wood, byes.



Semi-Finals

Date Home \ Away Match Details
12.11.1898 | Wellington St George's | 1 0 Ironbridge Vicarage Field.
c. 2,000 spectators
12.11.1898 | Wrockwardine Wood 5 0 Wem The Trench.
Final

Match Details

26.11.1898

Wellington St George's

Wrockwardine Wood

Wellington St George's qualified for the Competition Proper.

Competition Proper

Round 1
Date Home Away Match Details
19.12.1898 | Aston Villa 1 1 Stoke Lower Aston Ground, Birmingham.
Crabtree (0) ) Molyneux Fine weather.
Moderate gate.
19.12.1898 | Burslem Port Vale 5 0 Leicester Fosse Cobridge Athletic Grounds.
500 spectators.
19.12.1898 | Burton Swifts 2 3 Walsall Peel Croft, Burton.
Leigh Martin Wet weather.
Ashley Vail 500 spectators - approx. 250 travelled
AN Other from Walsall on an excursion train.
Walsall scored the winning goal 5 mins
from time.
19.12.1898 | West Bromwich Albion | 5 0 Wellingborough St Stoney-lane, West Bromwich.
S Brett (2) (0) | George's (winners of the POQF gate.
Bassett (2) qualifying competition) Albion played several reserves
Mock
Hadley
19.12.1898 | Wolverhampton 11 0 Loughborough Molyneux grounds, Wolverhampton.
Wanderers (5 |
Blackett (3)
McMain (2)
Main
Davies
Miller (3)
Norton

Burton Swifts and Burslem Port Vale, byes

Round1

Replay

Match Details

9.1.1899 Stoke 1 2 Aston Villa Victoria Grounds, Stoke.
7,500 spectators
Round 2
Date \ Home \ Away Match Details
16.1.1899 Small Heath 2 2 | AstonVilla Muntz-street.
6,000 spectators.
18.1.1899 | West Bromwich 0 7 | Wolverhampton Wanderers | Stoney-lane, West Bromwich.

Albion

McMain
Blackett
Tonks (2)
Beats (3)

2,474 spectators.
Ground was heavy, weather uninviting
and attendance was small.




Burton Swifts. Burslem Port Vale, byes.

Round 2 Replay

Match Details

130.1.1899 | Aston Villa 5 | Small Heath At Aston.
(4) (00 Fair attendance. c. 9,000 spectators.
Semi-Finals
Date \ Home \ \ Away Match Details
6.3.1899 Wolverhampton 1 2 Aston Villa Molineux Grounds.
Wanderers Wheldon (2) 5,000 spectators.
Platt Villa played 5 reserve team players.

Wolverhampton had several goals
disallowed for offside.

Wheldon's winning goal was scored from
30 yards.

13.3.1899 Burslem Port Vale Walsall

Semi-Final Replay

Date Home Away Match Details

187.3.1899 | Burslem Port Vale A Walsall The match terminated in a fiasco. After
Burslem had scored twice snow fell.
There then remained about 23 minutes
to play, and the referee stopped the
game and ordered the men not to dress
as the weather might clear. This it did in
a few minutes, and the referee ordered
the teams out again. Burslem promptly
complied, but in the meantime the
Walsall players had “changed,” and for
some time they refused to come out.
Eventually, however, they came on the
field their ordinary clothes, some in
overcoats, and some smoking cigars. The
referee declined to allow the game to
proceed under such farcical conditions,
and he stopped it. The Walsall team was
reported to the Association for their
conduct, which resulted in them being
thrown out of the competition.

Final
Match Details
27.3.1899 Aston Villa 4 0 Burslem Port Vale Villa Park, Birmingham.
og (1) | (0) 2,000 spectators
Crabtree
Wheldon
Garratty
Notes

Aston Villa were crowned the First Division champions.
Loughborough were re-elected to maintain their status in the Second Division after finishing 18th (out of
19).

Match Reports

A selection of published match reports.
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Leicester Daily Post - Tuesday 20 December 1898
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Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 22 December 1898
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Athletic News - 3 April 1899



