
 
Birmingham Senior Cup 1899-00 

 
Winner:  Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Runner-Up:  Burslem Port Vale 

No. of entries: 19 

 

Leicester Fosse were Leicestershire’s only representatives in the 1899-1900 season. Loughborough declined 

an invite to participate. 

 

In the qualifying series, Wem (Salop) beat Kidderminster Harriers and seven clubs were given byes in round 

“A”. The second round draw was as follows: “B”:- Stourbridge v Wellington; “C” Brierly Hill Alliance v 

Newport; “D”. Winner of “A” v Dudley; “E” St George’s v Ironbridge. In the final round of qualifying Winners of 

“B” v Winners of “D” and “E”. The winning two clubs – Wem and Ironbridge - then entered the first round of 

the main tournament.  

 

Round 1 saw Aston Villa meet Stoke, a repeat of the previous year’s draw, with the same outcome, victory 

for the League Champions. There was a surprise at Cobridge when Burslem Port Vale met West Bromwich 

Albion. A week earlier Burslem had been knocked out of the FA Cup by non-League Stalybridge Rovers, 

whereas Albion had beaten Notts Conty 2-1 at Trent Bridge in a First Division fixture, yet Burslem 

remarkably  trounced Albion 5-0. The two Burton clubs met at Trent Bridge ground in the brewery town , 

with the Swifts beating their Midland League opponents, whilst Wolves eliminated Small Heath. The two 

clubs successful clubs from the qualifying competition – Ironbridge and Wem, along with Leicester Fosse 

were granted byes. 

 

The quarter final ties went according to form. Champions-elect were too string for Leicester at Filbert Street 

– the 3 goals conceded by Fosse compared unfavourably with the measly total of 8 conceded in their 17 

Football League home fixtures that season. Wolves proved too strong for their Second Division opponents, 

whilst Ironbridge overcame Stalybridge. 

 

In the semi-finals – Wolves avenged their defeat by Villa at the same stage last season, whilst Burslem put 

home advantage to good use in defeating Ironbridge 6-3. 

 

The final was again marred by bad weather. Wolves were the more skilful side and Poole in goal made 

several fine saves before Harper’s header beat him after 25 minutes, at which point a thunderstorm 

started. The light was already poor and this was followed by torrential rain and a hailstorm and the ground 

quickly became muddy making good play impossible. On 40 minutes Heames made a good run and from 

his centre Whitehouse gave Baddeley no chance and the scores were level. Wolves missed an open goal 

just before half time but it was something of a surprise when the two teams reappeared for the second-

half. The teams battled on bravely until another downpour caused the referee to end the misery on the 

hour.  

 

The replay was again worthy of a better attendance, which was unfortunate as it was played on a  Monday 

afternoon in front of a few hundred spectators. Wanderers played the better football but Vale matched this 

with pluck and energy. All of the goals came in a 12 minute spell before half time, the first of them saw 

Millers centre turned in by Bowen to give Wolves the lead a few minutes later Beats and  Worton dribbled  

crippled through making it two nil, only for a high screw shot from Grassam to deceive Wolverhampton’s 

goalkeeper goal. The second-half was closely fought, with result remaining in doubt until the final whistle, at 

which point Wolves were finally confirmed as winners. Burslem were thus beaten finalists for the second 

successive season, the fifth club to do so. 

 

Qualifying Competition 

 

Qualifying Round 1 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

23.9.1899 Wem W  Kidderminster Harriers Wem walkover. 



Kidderminster Harriers scratched. 

Brierley Hill Alliance, Dudley, Ironbridge, Newport, Stourbridge, Wellington St George’s, and Wellington 

Town, byes 

 

Qualifying Round 2 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

23.9.1899 Wellington St George’s 0 1 Ironbridge Vicarage-road 

 Brierley Hill Alliance W  Newport  

 Stourbridge   Wellington Town  

 Wem W  Dudley  

Kidderminster Harriers, a bye. 

 

Qualifying Round 3 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

11.11.1893 Ironbridge 19 0 Newport Hill Top Ground 

 Stourbridge or 

Wellington Town 

 W Wem  

Ironbridge and Wem qualified for the Competition Proper 

 

Competition Proper 
 

Round 1 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

11.12.1899 Aston Villa 
Garratty (2) 

Smith 

3 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Stoke 
Kennedy 

Aston Lower Grounds, Birmingham. 

4,000 spectators (gate receipts £85 5s 9d) 

11.12.1899 Burslem Port Vale 
Harvey (2) 

AN Others 

5 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

West Bromwich 

Albion 

Cobridge Athletic Grounds. 

1,500 spectators. 

11.12.1899 Burton Wanderers 
Richards 

1 2 Burton Swifts 
Cooper 

Wildes 

Trent Bridge ground – neutral venue. 

11.12.1899 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 

P P Small Heath  

Wem and Ironbridge, winners from the qualifying series, were both given byes along with Leicester Fosse. 

 

Round 1 Replay 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

8.1.1900 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 

1 0 Small Heath Molineux Grounds, Wolverhampton. 

1,500 spectators. 

 

Round 2 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

15.1.1900 Burslem Port Vale 
Price (3) 

3 0 Burton Swifts Small crowd. 

Game started in rain 

15.1.1900 Leicester Fosse 
King 

Eaton 

2 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

Aston Villa 
Smith (2) 

Garratty 

Filbert-street, Leicester. 

2,000 spectators. 

Heavy rain, stormy weather. 

Fosse scored first. 

20.1.1900 Wem 1 2 Ironbridge Castle Field. 

15.1.1900 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 

3 1 Walsall Molineux Grounds, Wolverhampton 

2,500 spectators. 

 

Semi-Finals 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 



12.3.1900 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 
Fleming 

4 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Aston Villa 
Brown 

Molineux Grounds, Wolverhampton. 

Glorious weather 

5,000 spectators. 

Villa fielded several reserve players. 

Wolverhampton were at full strength. 

5.3.1900 Burslem Port Vale 

AN Others 

6 3 Ironbridge 
Lewis (3) 

Cobridge Athletic Ground. 

A third of Burslem’s goals should have been saved. 

The gate realised over £22 – more than was taken 

when the Fosse visited Burslem. 

 

Final 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

19.3.1900 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 
Harper 

 

1 1 Burslem Port Vale 
Whitehouse 

Aston Lower Ground, Birmingham. 

First game between Wolverhampton Wanderers 

for several years. 

A blizzard accompanied by thunder and lightning 

broke over the ground during the game.  

15 mins into the second half the conditions were 

so bad that the game was postponed. 

 

Final Replay 

Date Home   Away  Match Details 

1.4.1900 Wolverhampton 

Wanderers 
Bowen 

Beats 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Burslem Port Vale 
Grassam 

Aston Lower Ground, Birmingham [Monday 

afternoon]. 

1,000 spectators. 

 

 

Match Reports 

 

A selection of published match reports. 



 
 



 
Birmingham Daily Post – 16 January 1900 



 
Staffordshire Sentinel – 19 March 1900 

 



 
Staffordshire Sentinel - 2 April 1900 


