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On 28 November 1884 the East Midland Counties Association (EMCFA) was formed and in the following year
Northamptonshire and District Football Association was formed, In 1886 they amalgamated into the
Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire Football Association. The 16 founding members of the EMCFA were:

Bedford Kettering St Neots

Beds Teachers Luton Excelsior Uppingham

Burton Latimer Luton Wanderers Wellingborough Grammar School

Earl's Barton Oakham Wellingborough Revellers
Finedon Peterborough
Huntingdon Rushden

In March 1887 the Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire Football Association became the Northamptonshire
Football Association.

The EMCFA comprised of clubs from the counties of Bedfordshire, Huntingdonshire, Northamptonshire and
Rutland, playing under Association rules. The annual subscription was 5 shillings. The objective of the
Association was to improve and popularise Association football in the four counties.

A Challenge Cup was planned for the 1885-86 season, but no games appear to have been played.

East Midland Counties FA Match Results & Details

Date Home e Away Match Details
26.12.1884 | Northants & Rutland 1 1 Beds and Hunts At Kettering.
Opening match of the EMCFA. Trial game.
No Rutland-based players participated.
21.1.1885 | EMCFA 6 |0 EMCFA At Wellingborough.
Mr J C Lomax’s XI Mr A Pretty’s XI Heavy ground.
Trial game.
7.3.1885 East Midland Counties | 1 4 London Football Luton Excelsior Meadow, Dallow-lane, Luton.
Football Association Association EMCFA team - which was almost exclusively from Beds
Deacon Bower (2) and Northamptonshire was selected after a trial match
Stanley (2) at Wellingborough in January. The London team
included players from Old Etonians, Old Westminster,
and Clapham clubs.
21.3.1885 | East Midland Counties | 5 | 1 West End of London Meadow in Dallow-lane, Luton.
Football Association Very large attendance.
25.3.1885 Northants & Rutland 4 |3 Beds and Hunts At Kettering.
11.4.1885 | Cambridge Football 1 1 East Midland Parker's Piece, Cambridge.
Association (1) | (0) Counties Football
Association
31.10.1885 | London Association 2 |5 East Midland At Chiswick.
"Trial Team” 0) | (2 Counties Football Unfavourable weather.
AN Other Association No players from Rutland.
Haslam Heufrey
Garne
Bower (2)
Challen
7.11.1885 | Lincolnshire 3 11 East Midland At Peterborough.
Association Counties Football
Association
28.11.1885 | East Midland Counties | 0 | 1 Cambridgeshire At Kettering.
Football Association Football Association | Good number of spectators.



https://thestrawplaiters.com/library/dallow-lane-development-of-the-ground/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parker%27s_Piece

Game commenced at 2 pm.

13.3.1886 Lincolnshire Football 2 3 East Midland
Association Counties Football
Association

At Grantham
EMCFA represented by only Northants players
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