
 

 
Rushden Cup 1896-97 

 

Winners:  Leicester Fosse 

Runner-Up:  Rushden 

 No. of entries: 10 

Last season’s runners-up, Leicester Fosse, won the cup for the first time, beating Rushden in the final. 

Hugglescote were drawn with Finedon in Round 1. The outcome of this tie is not currently known. 

Round 1 
 Date Home   Away Match Details 

1  Finedon   Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

 

2 31.10.1896 Leicester Fosse  
Dorrell 

Worthington 

2 0 Grantham Rovers Filbert-street, Leicester.  

2,000-3,000 spectators. 

“It was 20 mins after the advertised 

time that the players appeared on the 

field.” 

3 28.10.1896 Swindon Town 7 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Upton Park County Ground, Swindon. 

Meagre crowd. 

 
Round 2 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

4 ? Rushden   Finedon or Hugglescote 

Robin Hood 

 

5 30.11.1896 Walsall 
G Johnson (2) 

Peers 

Aston (2) 

Holmes 

6 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Swindon 
Richardson 

Edwards 

At Walsall. 

Moderate gate. Fine weather. Walsall 

were not fully represented. 

6 7.12.1896 Wellingborough 
Drage/Little 

og 

Little 

3 

(3) 

2 

(1) 

Wolverton 
Cotterill 

AN Other 

 

 

Semi-Finals 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

7 11.1.1897 Leicester Fosse 

 

P P Wellingborough At Rushden. 

Ground underwater. 

8 12.3.1897 Rushden 2 1 Walsall At Rushden. 

 

Semi-Final Replay  

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

9 9.3.1897 Leicester Fosse 
Trainer (2) 

Freebairn 

McMillan 

Walker 

5 

(0) 

0/1 

(0) 

Wellingborough At Rushden. 

 

Final 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

10 29.4.1897 Leicester Fosse 
Carnelley 

McMillan 

4 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Rushden ‘Played at Rushden [Thursday evening] 

Game commenced at 6 pm. 

Very good gate. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upton_Park_F.C.


Freebairn (2) 

 

Match Reports 

#2 FOSSE v GRANTHAM ROVERS 

In common with the majority of the professional clubs of England, Fosse were “pot hunting” but unlike most 

other teams, they were fighting for honours in the competition for a district and not the national trophy. 

Last year will be remembered as a disastrous one for the Fosse in their Cup engagements, for a while the 

first team cut up very badly in all the competitions for which they were entered, the Reserves failed also to 

make much headway in the Rushden Cup contest. Luckily they were in a position to make a better show on 

the present occasion. With the first eleven – or part of it – engaged in an unimportant game at Kettering, 

the Reserves could be strengthened so considerably as to make fairly sure of the result of the encounter 

with Grantham Rovers, against whom they were drawn in the first round of the Rushden Cup competition. 

The visit of the Rovers to Leicester awakened memories of the old time Midland League struggles, and it is 

rather a notable fact that the last match in which Dorrell played for the Fosse before joining the Villa. He 

was also in the Fosse team again on Saturday. While the Fosse have progressed, the Rovers have remained 

stationary, and this season have cut a very moderate figure in the Midland League, gaining their first victory 

last Saturday at the expense of Mexborough, out of six matches played. While the second eleven defence of 

the Fosse was relied upon, a strong lot of forwards were requisitioned, and it was estimated that the Rovers 

defence would have to be very good if the Fosse were not to score well. In the absence of the Rugby Club at 

Birmingham, a large crowd assembled on the Filbert-street enclosure considering the nature of the 

attraction provided, and the field was in good going order. From the appended names it will be seen that 

the position of the Fosse forwards again underwent alteration, while Walker was right instead of centre 

half. 

Fosse team: Howes, goal; Thompson and Bailey, backs; Walker, Lord and Worthington, half-back; 

Freebairn, Trainer, Lonie, McMillan and Dorrell, forwards. 

Linesman, Mr W J Brierley. 

Grantham team; Shaw, goal; Brittain and Morris, backs; Archer, Beeck and Whitee, half-backs; T 

Lavie, Adams, G Lavis and Allan, forwards. 

Linesman, Mr W Copson. Referee, Mr West (Kettering) 

It was 20 minutes after the advertised time before the teams made their appearance on the field ad a start 

was at once made. Thompson for the Fosse lost the toss, and kicked off from the railway end in face of the 

wind, and at once forced their way into the visitors’ half. Morris kicking behind to save a dangerous attack. 

From the corner the visitors took the ball to mid field, and from there Senior and T. Lavis carried it right up 

to the Fosse goal, but Howes ran out to meet them, and with a long kick drove play back to the centre. 

During the next few minutes the game became very fast and exciting, Trainer almost heading the ball into 

goal on two separate occasions. The ball again travelled quickly to the other end, and Howes had again to 

kick away, whilst the next shot from Allan went behind. By means of good play on the part of Dorrell, Fosse 

were placed in a fine position, but Freebairn in endeavouring to negotiate a pass from the left wing placed 

the ball wide of the post. Still Fosse continued to have slightly the best of matters, but they never got a 

really good chance of shooting, as Brittain and Morris were very keen both on man and ball. Dorrell was 

prominent with another good run, and both Trainer and McMillan had chances to show off their shooting 

abilities, but neither of them got the ball within yards of the net. McMillan was then applauded for a clever 

piece of work, which very nearly caused the downfall of the Grantham goal. He was placed on possession 

midway between the centre and the goal line and dribbled right down to Shaw, who only saved the point by 

throwing himself at the ball. Following this, play went on for a brief period in the Fosse left. The ball, 

however, went out at a corner, and from the kick off Dorrell put in one of his famous runs but when he 

tried to centre he was easily beaten by Morris, and his effort was practically useless. A foul against the 

visitors near the centre was of good service to the Fosse, who were thus enabled to penetrate the 

Grantham defence. The chance, however, did not prove of much avail, as McMillan shot over the line. A 

couple of corners fell to the Fosse, but the shooting of the forwards was far from being accurate, the 

majority of their shots going yards wide of their intended destination. After a brief spell of midfield play, the 

Fosse again took up the attack, and Trainer, who was playing remarkably well, sent a good shot into the 

hands of Shaw, who narrowly escaped letting it pass into the net. He, however, succeeded in stopping it just 

in time and threw the leather out to Loie, who made a miserable attempt to score. A minute later Trainer 

grazed the crossbar with another fine shot, which McMillan missed a good chance at goal from a pass right 



across the mouth of goal. Then the visitors had a turn , and conceded their first corner, but it was of no 

avail, the ball finding its way to the back of the net, once the Fosse goal was placed in a critical condition, 

but offside play by Senior brough them much desired relief, and from the free kick. Fosse got down again, 

and Lonie and Trainer both sent the ball just over the crossbar,. At length the efforts of Fosse were 

rewarded, Worthington, with a long shot, working the ball into the corner of the goal. Fosse now played up 

better than ever, and Freebairn gave Shaw a nasty one to clear, while Worthington only just missed the goal 

with a similar shot to that which he scored with. Trainer gave Lonie a nice chance to score, but the latter’s 

shot had absolutely no force behind it, and Shaw easily fisted away. Just before half-time Freebairn sent in a 

nice centre from the left wing, which nearly found its way into the net at the corner, but fortunately Dorrell 

was well up, and completed the former’s fine effort by scoring the second goal. Fosse continued to have 

much the best of matters, but no further points were added up to half-time, when the score stood: 

FOSSE two goals; 

GRANTHAM, none. 

On resuming, Lonie broke straight through the forward rank, but he was quickly pulled up by Beck, who 

transferred play to the opposite end, Howes being called upon to clear. McMillan put in a good run and 

shot the ball. However, just passing over the crossbar. After a spell of quiet play, Trainer was given an 

opening as he sent in a straight shot which Shaw had no difficulty in fisting away. Keeping up the pressure, 

Fosse forced  corner, and Shaw had to clear from Freebairn. Allan and J Lavis put in a smart run and dribble 

for the visitors, forcing Thompson to give a corner, but from the latter Dorrel and McMillan got away, and 

Fosse was soon back again in their old quarter. From here the game gradually worked back to midfield and 

the Grantham forwards got away in a line, but instead of carrying the ball right down to the Fosse goal 

Senior tried a shot from a long range, with the result that it went wide. Grantham were now having quite as 

much of the game as the home team, but their combination was exceedingly weak, and Thompson and 

Bailey had no difficulty in dealing with their individual effort. As compared with the first half the game had 

deteriorated considerably, and was of a very scrambling nature. From a free for tripping, the ball was 

headed into the Grantham goal, but the point was disallowed, whilst McMillan nearly scored with a fine 

screw shot. Play, if anything, seemed to get slower than ever, and a great number of the spectators left the 

ground, tired of the feeble efforts of the players. Grantham evidently regarded the match as hopeless for 

them, while the Fosse appeared to be content with the lead they had already obtained. During the last ten 

minutes, goaded by the shouts of the spectators, Fosse livened up, and kept their opponents busy. One or 

two shots were sent in, but Shaw proved himself a safe custodian, and allowed none of them to pass. Fosse 

were conceded a couple of corners, but neither of them proved of any advantage, the shooting being very 

mild. At last time arrived, with the score: 

FOSSE, two goals; 

GRANTHAM, none. 

Leicester Daily Post – 2 November 1896 

 

#2 LEICESTER FOSSE ROVERS v. GRANTHAM ROVERS. - On the Filbert Street Ground, Leicester, in the 

presence of between 2,000 and 3,000 spectators. The home side maintained an almost constant attack on 

the Grantham goal, but the shooting was erratic in the extreme. In the first half Worthington and Dorrell 

scored, but although having greatly the best of the exchanges, Fosse failed repeatedly in front of goal. 

Final— Leicester Fosse Rovers, 2 goals; Grantham Rovers, nil 

Sheffield Daily telegraph – 2 November 1896 

 

 



  
Morning Leader - 29 October 1896 

 

#5 

  
Trowbridge Chronicle – 5 December 1896 

 



 
Sporting Life – 8 December 1896 

 

#7 FOSSE v WELLINGBOROUGH 

MATCH POSTPONED 

Having qualified by beating Grantham Rovers to enter the penultimate rounds of the Rushden Charity 

competition, Fosse arranged to play their tie with Wellingborough on the ground of the Rushden club to-

day (Monday). The team to do duty was selected after the Newcastle match, and it was decided to rely upon 

the same combination as had gained such a fine victory over the United. Information has since reached us, 

however, that the Rushden ground is under war, and the match has been postponed. 

Leicester Daily Post – 11 January 1897 

 

#8 

 
Trowbridge Chronicle – 5 December 1896 

 

RUSHDEN CHARITY  

SEMI-FINAL 

#9 WELLINGBOOUGH TOWN v LEICESTER FOSSE – Great interest was shown in this match at Rushden on 

Tuesday. Wellingborough had the advantage of the wind in the first half and a little the best of matters, but 

there was no scoring before the interval. After the change of ends the Fosse ran away with the game and 

packed on no fewer than five goals. Wellingborough had a look in once, when they scored their solitary 

point, but for the most part they were penned in their own half. Result: Leicester Fosse five goals, 

Wellingborough, one. 

Stamford Mercury – 12 March 1897 

 

#10 RUSHDEN CHARITY CUP. v. LEICESTER FOSSE. The final in this competition was played Thursday, play 

commencing at six o'clock. There was a very good "gate.'" The play of the visitors was of a high order, and 

the home team eventually lost four goals to nil. The goals were scored by Carnelley (1), McMillan (1), and (2). 

Mr. Tillotson was referee.  

Northampton Mercury – 30 April 1897 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#11  



  

 

Leicester Daily Post - 30 April 1897 

 


