
 
Ashby & District League 1896-97 

 
Ashby & District League 1896-97 – last known table 

  Nr   Team   P   W   D   L   F  A   Pts 

1 Gresley Swifts 10 5 4 1   14 

2 Whitwick Albion 11 6 2 3   14 

3 Ashby Town 10 6 1 3   13 

4 Swannington St George’s 9 6 0 3   12 

5 Donisthorpe 11 4 3 4   11 

6 Coalville Town Reserves 12 3 4 5   10 

7 Linton Swifts 11 2 1 8   5 

8 Moira Rovers Reserves 9 0 3 6   3 

 

The final League table has not been found despite considerable research. The latest table – published in the 

Button Chronicle on 4 March – is given below – even then it has not been possible to complete the for and 

against goals columns due to the quality of the digital image of the newspaper. 

 

 

 
Burton Chronicle – 4 March 1897 

 

 

Winner:    Ashby Town (?)  

Runner-Up:    

Wooden spoon:   

Games Played:   

Missing Results:   

Goals scored:    

Biggest home win:  

Biggest away win:  

Highest scoring:   

 

Measham Wanderers resigned from the League in November 1896 owing to a “lack of support.” They lost 

their 1 guineas guarantee money. Ashby Town applied for the vacancy and were elected to the League. 

 

Hugglescote Ronin Hoods and Woodville Town failed to complete the season. 

 

Linton Swifts reported that that no referee turned up to officiate their League match with Whitwick Albion 

in November. 

 

Swannington St George’s reported Hugglescote Robin Hood for non-fulfilment of a fixture for a second time 

in November 1896 as well as non-payment of a fine for a similar offence. As Hugglescote had withdrawn 

from the League Swannington were awarded 10s out of their guarantee money. Coalville Town Reserve 



were awarded 11 s for a similar offence against Hugglescote – the remainder of the guarantee, Coalville 

were given 1s more than Swannington as they had incurred the expense of travelling to Hugglescote. 

Numerous League fixtures played between late November and mid-February were ordered to be replayed 

as a result of early termination of matches owing to darkness. 

 

The result of the replayed game between Coalville Town Reserve and Whitwick Albion on 2 January which 

was stopped 8 minutes before time due to an error the referee, was ordered to stand – a no-score draw. 

 

Results Grid 
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Ashby Town  3-0 3-1 2-0 7-0  2-0 3-2 

Coalville Town Reserve 0-1  1-1    2-0 0-0 

Donisthorpe 2-1 6-0   6-0 1-3 4-3  

Gresley Swifts  2-1    2-1 1-0  

Linton Swifts 0-3 0-5     1-0 2-0 

Moira Rovers 1-1 2-2   2-2  2-3 1-1 

Swannington St George’s 0-2 3-0   5-0   2-0 

Whitwick Albion 1-2 2-0 5-0 1-0  6-0 2-1  

 

 Home win   Away Win   Draw   Result Not Known 

 

 

Match Results and Details 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

12.9.1896 Coalville Town Reserve   Moira Rovers  

12.9.1896 Whitwick Albion 2 1 Swannington St George’s  

19.9.1896 Donisthorpe   Whitwick Albion  

19.9.1896 Linton Swifts 0 5 Coalville Town Reserves Linton’s first-ever league 

match. 

19.9.1896 Swannington St George’s   Moira Rovers  

3.10.1896 Linton Swifts 1  0 Swannington St George’s  

3.10.1896 Woodville Town 2 0 Overseal  

17.10.1896 Donisthorpe 6 0 Coalville Town Reserves  

24.10.1896 Measham Wanderers 2 3 Donisthorpe  

24.10.1896 Swannington St George’s 5 0 Linton Swifts  

24.10.1896 Whitwick Albion 6 0 Moira Rovers Reserves  

31.10.1896 Gresley Swifts 2 1 Coalville Town Reserves  

31.10.1896 Moira Rovers Reserves 4 0 Measham Wanderers  

7.11.1896 Donisthorpe 1 3 Moira Rovers Reserves Referee failed to turn up, a 

friendly was played. 

7.11.1896 Linton Swifts 1 1 Whitwick Albion  

21.11.1896 Donisthorpe 4 3 Swannington St George’s  

28.11.1896 Ashby Albion   Whitwick  

28.11.1896 Coalville Town Reserve   Linton Swifts  

28.11.1896 Moira Rovers Reserves 1 1 Whitwick Albion  

5.12.1896 Linton Swifts 
AN Others 

2 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Donisthorpe 
W Childs 

Fair gate. 



Wilkinson 

12.12.1896 Donisthorpe 
Bowley 

Bradford 

Riley 

Wilkinson 

4 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Ashby Town  

12.12.1896 Moira Rovers Reserves 

 

2 2 Linton Swifts The teams left the field at half-

time. 

19.12.1896 Coalville Town Reserves 1 1 Donisthorpe  

25.12.1896 Ashby Town 2 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Gresley Swifts Good attendance. 

26.12.1896 Swannington 0 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Ashby Town  

2.1.1897 Coalville Town Reserves 0 0 Whitwick Albion Moderate attendance, 

Game ended 8 mins early. 

2.1.1897 Donisthorpe 6 0 Linton Swifts  

9.1.1897 Moira Rovers Reserves 1 1 Ashby Town  

16.1.1897 Coalville Town Reserves 0 1 Ashby Town Waggon and Horses Ground, 

Coalville. 

23.1.1897 Moira Rovers Reserves 2 2 Coalville Town Reserves  

30.1.1897 Ashby Town 3 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Whitwick Albion Bath Grounds, Ashby. 

30.1.1897 Swannington St George’s 3 0 Coalville Town Reserves  

6.2.1897 Ashby Town 7 0 Linton Swifts  

6.2.1897 Whitwick Albion 
King (3) 

Concannon 

Robinson 

5 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Donisthorpe  

13.2.1897 Ashby Town 3 1 Donisthorpe  

20.2.1897 Coalville Town Reserves 
Kendrick 

Stevens 

2 0 

(1) 

Swannington St George’s Wagon and Horses Ground, 

Coalville. 

20.2.1897 Donisthorpe 2 1 Ashby Town  

20.2.1897 Linton Swifts 2 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Whitwick Albion Square and Compass Ground, 

Linton. 

27.2.1897 Ashby Town 3 0 Coalville Town Reserves  

27.2.1897 Whitwick Albion 1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Gresley Swifts Gresley led the table going 

into this match. 

6.3.1897 Moira Rovers Reserves 2 3 Swannington St George’s  

13.3.1897 Whitwick Albion 

King 

Hall 

2 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Town Reserves Coalville had two new players 

– Carris (goalkeeper) and 

Cooper (back), both of 

Nuneaton. 

27.3.1897 Gresley Swifts 1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Swannington St George’s Swanning played most of the 

match with 10 men after 

Bishop was injured and had to 

leave the field 

27.3.1897 Whitwick Albion 1 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Ashby Town  

3.4.1897 Gresley Swifts 2 1 Moira Rovers Reserves  

3.4.1897 Linton Swifts 0 3 Ashby Moderate attendance.  

This victory almost guaranteed 

the title to Ashby. 

10.4.1897 Ashby Town 2 0 Moira Rovers  

?.4.1897 Swannington St George’s 

Marsh (2) 

2 0 Whitwick  

19.4.1897 Swannington St George’s   Ashby Town  

24.4.1897 League Champions   Rest of League  



 

 

Match Reports 
 

A selection of published match reports. 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post – 8 November 1896 

 

 

  
Burton Chronicle – 18 November 1897 

 



 
Burton Chronicle – 25 February 1897 



 
Coalville Times – 5 March 1897 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Information 

 

 
Burton Chronicle - 26 November 1896 

 



 
Coalville Times – 15 January 1897 



 
Leicester Daily Post -19 April 1897 

 


