
 
Hinckley & District League 1897-98 

 

Winner:  Burbage United 

Runner-Up:  Hinckley Granville 

Wooden spoon:  Cosby     

 

Hinckley & District League 1897-98 

Nr   Team P W D L F A Pts 

1 Burbage United 16 11 3 2 57 23 25 

2 Hinckley Granville 16 10 2 4 48 21 22 

3 Croft Rising Star 16 8 3 6 36 32 18 

4 Earl Shilton Town Reserves 16 7 3 6 45 58 17 

5 Earl Shilton Victor 16 6 4 6 39 39 16 

6 Earl Shilton Excelsior 16 7 2 7 26 41 16 

7 Stoney Stanton Rising Star 16 6 2 8 45 34 14 

8 Barwell Swifts Reserves 16 3 2 11 27 59 8 

9 Cosby  16 2 4 10 23 69 8 

 

Rule 1 at the at AGM in 1897 was altered to read as follows: “That this League be called the Hinckley and 

District Football League for amateur players only, and that no clubs be allowed to play more than three 

players in any one match  connection with the League who are taking part in any senior League or cup 

competitions, these to be bona-fide amateurs.” 

The South Leicestershire Football Annual, containing fixture lists of clubs connected with the Leicester 

Senior League, Hinckley & District League, and Leicester Fosse was published on 4 September 1897 by Mr S 

Walker of Free Press. The cost was 1d. 

 

In January 1898 Earl Shilton Excelsior were reported by Mr William Pilgrim, referee in their League match 

against Burbage, that the ground was not marked out in accordance with the rules of the Association and 

that the goal was not of the proper height. The club official during a meeting of the Hinckley and District 

League admitted that the ground was unmarked, but thought that the goal was of the correct height. 

Excelsior were fined 10s. 

 

Sapcote FC sent a letter in January 1898 withdrawing from the League, which was accepted on the 

understanding that they paid the expenses of the two nonfulfilled fixtures within 14 days. 

 

Hinckley Town Reserves also failed to complete the season. 

 

Results Grid 
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Barwell Swifts Reserves  1-2 1-1 3-7  5-1 0-1 0-3  

Burbage United 2-2   1-0 3-2  3-2 2-1 6-0 

Cosby          1-4 



Croft Rising Star      6-4   1-0 

Earl Shilton Excelsior 3-1 2-0 1-1 1-0    2-3 1-0 

Earl Shilton Town Reserves  2-2 4-1 5-2 1-3  3-2  2-1 

Earl Shilton Victor 6-0  4-2  3-0 0-1    

Hinckley Granville  4-2 7-0 3-1  4-1 3-3  3-1 

Stoney Stanton Rising Star 6-1  6-1 0-1 11-1 2-1 5-3 2-2  

 

 Home win   Away Win   Draw   Result Not Known 

 

 

 

Results & Match Details 

Date Home   Away Details 

11.9.1897 Hinckley Town Reserves 
Wells 

Wood 

2 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Burbage United 
Moore 

Orton 

Holy Well ground, Hinckley. 

Small attendance. 

Hinckley equalised with just 3 mins from 

time. 

18.9.1897 Barwell Swifts Reserves 3 0 Earl Shilton Town  

18.9.1897 Hinckley Granville 
Warren  

Greaves 

Spencer 

3 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Croft Rising Star 
AN Other 

Fine weather. 

Croft scored first, 

18.9.1897 Hinckley Town Reserves 
AN Others 

Wells 

3 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Earl Shilton Victor 
Orton 

Brown 

Holywell ground, Hinckley. 

Small gate. 

25.9.1897 Earl Shilton Town 4 1 Cosby  

25.9.1897 Earl Shilton Victor 6 0 Barwell Swifts Reserves  

25.9.1897 Hinckley Granville 4 2 Burbage United  

16.10.1897 Burbage United 
Lucas 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Croft Rising Star Home team not known 

16.10.1897 Earl Shilton Excelsior 3 0 Hinckley Town Reserve  

16.10.1897 Sapcote 0 8 Earl Shilton Victor  

16.10.1897 Stoney Stanton 6 1 Barwell Swifts  

23.10.1897 Barwell Reserves 1 1 Cosby   

23.10.1897 Burbage United 2 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

Hinckley Town Reserves  

23.10.1897 Hinckley Excelsior   Hinckley Victor  

23.10.1897 Hinckley Granville 
Taylor (og) 

Flude (2) 

Bolesworth 

4 

(1) 

2 

(0) 

Burbage United 
Wood 

Fair sprinkling of spectators 

30.10.1897 Barwell Swifts Reserves   Hinckley Town Reserves  

30.10.1897 Burbage United 
Smith (2) 

Colkin 

 

3 

(3) 

2 

(2) 

Earl Shilton Excelsior 
AN Other 

Hampson 

Lutterworth  Road Ground, Burbage. 

6.11.1897 Stoney Stanton 2 2 Hinckley Granville  

13.11.1897 Burbage United 
Lucas 

AN Other 

2 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Barwell  
Grewcock 

AN Other 

Lutterworth Road ground, Burbage. 

Game commenced at 3.15 pm. 

After consulting with two captains the game 

ended 13 mins before time due to bad light. 

13.11.1897 Hinckley Granville 
Warren (2) 

Bolesworth 

AN Other (pen) 

Sketchley 

5 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Hinckley Town Reserves Lawns ground, Hinckley. 

Town played 10 men till half-time when 

Wells filled the vacancy. 

20.11.1897 Barwell Swifts Reserves 1 2 Burbage United Larger attendance than usual as the first 

team did not have a match. 



(0) (1) 

20.11.1897 Earl Shilton Town 2 1 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

 

20.11.1897 Hinckley Granville 
Bolesworth (2) 

Sketchley 

Spencer 

Hewitt 

AN Other 

7 0 Cosby Lawns Ground, Hinckley. 

27.11.1897 Croft 2 0 Hinckley Town Reserves Abandoned - rain stopped play 

27.11.1897 Earl Shilton Excelsior 2 3 Hinckley Granville  

27.11.1897 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

1 1 Earl Shilton Victor  

4.12.1897 Cosby 1 4 Stoney Stanton  

4.12.1897 Croft 6 4 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

 

4.12.1897 Earl Shilton Excelsior 3 1 Barwell Swifts Reserves   

4.12.1897 Hinckley Granville 
Hewitt 

Bolesworth 

Sketchley 

3 

(3) 

3 

(2) 

Earl Shilton Victor 
AN Others 

Lawns Ground, Hinckley. 

4.12.1897 Sapcote 0 3 Burbage United  

11.12.1897 Burbage 2 1 Hinckley Granville  

11.12.1897 Earl Shilton Victor 0 1 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

 

11.12.1897 Stoney Stanton 5 1 Sapcote  

18.12.1897 Sapcote  W Barwell Swifts Reserves Sapcote’s 7th league defeat of the season. 

18.12.1897 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

0 1 Croft Rising Sar  

25.12.1897 Barwell Swifts 5 1 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

Gate receipts - £2 15s 10d 

25.12.1897 Burbage 6 0 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

 

1.1.1898 Barwell Swifts Reserves 0 1 Earl Shilton Victor  

1.1.1898 Earl Shilton Excelsior 2 0 Burbage United  

1.1.1898 Sapcote 0 10 Earl Shilton Victor  

8.1.1898 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

5 2 Croft Rising Star Moderate gate. 

8.1.1898 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

6 1 Cosby  “Goodly” number of spectators. 

22.1.1898 Burbage United 3 2 Earl Shilton Victor  

22.1.1898 Croft Rising Star 1 0 Stoney Stanton  

22.1.1898 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

1 3 Earl Shilton Excelsior  

22.1.1898 Hinckley Granville   Barwell Swifts Reserves  

29.1.1898 Earl Shilton Excelsior 1 0 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

 

5.2.1898 Cosby   Croft  

5.2.1898 Hinckley Granville 4 1 Earl Shilton Town 

Reserves 

 

5.2.1898 Stoney Stanton 5 3 Earl Shilton Victor Moderately good gate. 

12.2.1898 Barwell Swifts 0 3 Hinckley Granville  

12.2.1898 Croft Rising Star   Burbage United  

12.2.1898 Earl Shilton Excelsior 1 1 Cosby  

12.2.1898 Earl Shilton Victor   Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

 



19.2.1898 Cosby   Hinckley Granville  

19.2.1898 Croft Rising Star   Barwell Swifts Reserves  

19.2.1898 Earl Shilton Victor 3 0 Earl Shilton Excelsior  

26.2.1898 Barwell   Stoney Stanton  

26.2.1898 Cosby   Earl Shilton Victors  

26.2.1898 Earl Shilton Excelsior 1 0 Croft Rising Star  

5.3.1898 Earl Shilton Victor 4 2 Cosby  

5.3.1898 Hinckley Granville 3 1 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

 

12.3.1898 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

2 1 Earl Shilton Town  

26.3.1898 Stoney Stanton Rising 

Star 

11 1 Earl Shilton Excelsior  

16.4.1898 Barwell Swifts Reserves  3 7 Croft Rising Star  

16.4.1898 Hinckley Granville 4 1 Earl Shilton Excelsior  

 

  Match Reports 

 

  A selection of published match reports. 

   
  Leicester Daily Post - 29 November 1897 

 

 

   
  Hinckley Free Press - 11 February 1898 

 



 

   
  Leicester Daily Post - 21 February 1898 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post – 17 January 1898 



 
Hinckley Free Press - 17 June 1898 

 


