
 
Loughborough & District League 1897-98 

 

Loughborough & District League 1897-8 

  Nr   Team   P   W   D   L   F  A   P 

1 Hathern Victoria 20 16 1 3 62 20 33 

2 Barrow Rising Star 20 14 4 2 59 14 32 

3 Quorn Havelock 20 14 1 5 66 17 29 

4 Loughborough Victoria 20 10 3 7 34 28 23 

5 Mountsorrel Castle 20 9 3 8 39 37 21 

6 Loughborough Emanuel 20 8 3 10 31 35 18 

7 Kegworth 18 5 6 7 22 28 16 

8 Barrow Excelsior 18 5 5 8 30 33 15 

9 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 20 4 3 13 19 58 11 

10 Markfield Albion 20 2 5 13 13 60 9 

11 Woodhouse United 20 4 1 15 14 69 9 

 

The goals for and against columns do not tally. 

 

Winner:    Hathern Victoria 

Runner-Up:   Barrow Rising Star 

Wooden spoon:  Woodhouse United 

Games Played:  108 

Missing Results:  12 

Goals scored:   344 

Biggest home win: Quorn Havelock 14-0 Woodhouse United 

Biggest away win: Markfield 0-5 Loughborough Victoria 

   Markfield 0-5 Quorn Havelock 

Highest scoring:  14: Quorn Havelock 14-0 Woodhouse United 

 

Results published in newspapers are in line with the above league table above apart from Kegworth, for 

which there are some obvious anomalies. League tables published in early April state that Kegworth played 

14, won 7, drew 1 and lost 7, yet in the final standings, they won 5, drew 6 and lost 7 out of the 18 games 

played.   

  Date    P   W   D   L 

7 April  14 6 1 7 

14 April 17 7 4 9 

28 April 18 5 6 7 

 

Sileby Rangers, holders of the Junior Cup, withdrew from the League in late January 1898 and collapsed. 

They started well, and promised to run a good race for the championship, but dissensions in their ranks led 

to several of their best players joining neighbouring clubs. They struggled on, but the passing of the three-

mile rule prohibited them from getting players from distance, and they fell into arrear with their matches, 

through being unable to raise a team. The three-mile rule was introduced to keep teams as local a s 

possible and to render professionalism almost an impossibility. 

 

Loughborough Victoria should have gone to Kegworth in late January, but were unable to raise a team for a 

variety of reasons and consequently did not make the journey. The Vics gave the Kegworth club due notice 

of their difficulty, but the latter were disappointed as they had intended making a collection at the match of 

behalf of the relatives of a player who had recently been killed in Leicester. 

 

A special League committee was appointed in late March to investigate charges made by Loughborough 

Victoria against Barrow Excelsior for approaching and registering Mounteney and Unwin who were already 



members of the first-named club. Barrow were fined 18s having been found guilty of poaching both 

players. - Coalville Times – 8 April 1898 
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Barrow Excelsior  1-1 1-3 X 1-1 3-1 0-0 2-2 5-0 1-3 7-0 

Barrow Rising Star 1-1  1-1 3-0 2-0 0-1 9-1 3-1 7-0 2-0 8-0 

Hathern Victoria    2-0 2-1 3-1 12-0 2-1 5-1 2-0 4-0 

Kegworth X 1-0   3-2 0-3 2-0 2-2 4-0 1-0  

Loughborough Emanuel 1-0 1-3 1-5 4-0  0-2 1-0  2-1 1-0 3-0 

Loughborough Victoria  3-3 1-2 2-0 4-0  0-0 1-2 1-1   

Markfield 1-3 1-5  1-1 0-5 0-1  1-1 1-2 0-5 1-0 

Mountsorrel Castle 3-1 1-2 1-2 2-1 3-1 3-0   2-1 1-3 4-1 

Mountsorrel St Peter’s  1-2 1-4  4-1 2-4 2-2 4-3  1-5 5-0 

Quorn Havelock 3-0 3-0 4-2 3-1 3-1 2-0 3-0 6-0 2-2  14-0 

Woodhouse United 3-1 0-2 0-1 1-0 1-1 0-1 2-1 1-3 4-1 1-5  

 

 Home win   Away Win   Draw   Result Not Known X – Not played 

  

Match Results and Details 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

4.9.1897 Hathern Victoria 6 0 Rothley Swifts  

4.9.1897 Loughborough Emanuel 2 1 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

11.9.1897 Barrow Excelsior 1 1  Loughborough Emanuel  

11.9.1897 Loughborough Victoria 3 3 Barrow Rising Star  

11.9.1897 Rothley Swifts 1 4 Hathern Victoria  

11.9.1897 Sileby Rangers 3 0 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

18.9.1897 Barrow Excelsior 5 0 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

18.9.1897 Mountsorrel Castle 3 1 Rothley Swifts  

18.9.1897 Quorn Havelock 1 1 Barrow Excelsior  

18.9.1897 Sileby Rangers 3 1 Loughborough Victoria  

25.9.1897 Markfield Albion 1 1 Mountsorrel Castle  

25.9.1897 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 1 1 Sileby Rangers  

25.9.1897 Woodhouse United 0 1 Loughborough Victoria  

2.10.1897 Hathern Victoria 6 0 Sileby Rangers  

2.10.1897 Mountsorrel Castle 3 1 Loughborough Emanuel  

2.10.1897 Woodhouse United 4 1 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

9.10.1897 Loughborough Emanuel   Sileby Rangers  

16.10.1897 Barrow Excelsior 1 3 Hathern Victoria  

16.10.1897 Markfield Albion 0 5 Loughborough Emanuel  

16.10.1897 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 2 4 Loughborough Victoria  

16.10.1897 Rothley Swifts 1 4 Mountsorrel Castle  

23.10.1897 Hathern Victoria 2 1 Mountsorrel Castle  

23.10.1897 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 2 2 Markfield Albion  

23.10.1897 Quorn Havelock 3 1 Loughborough Emanuel  

23.10.1897 Rothley Swifts 1 3 Barrow Excelsior  



30.10.1897 Barrow Excelsior 2 3 Sileby Rangers  

30.10.1897 Loughborough Emanuel 
Rodwell 

1 3 Barrow Rising Star 
Williamson 

Sharp 

AN Other 

Both clubs were playing “away” – this League 

game was played on the Athletics Grounds, 

the proceeds for the benefit of locked -out 

engineers. 

Emanuel’s goal resulted from a piece of 

luck- as Jacques ran out to clear, but kicked 

the ball on Rodwell, it rebounding into goal 

30.10.1897 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 1 5 Quorn Havelock  

13.11.1897 Loughborough Emanuel 1 5 Hathern Victoria  

13.11.1897 Woodhouse United 2 1 Markfield Albion  

20.11.1897 Barrow Excelsior 1 3 Quorn Havelock  

20.11.1897 Loughborough Victoria 4 2 Loughborough Emanuel  

20.11.1897 Woodhouse United 0 2 Barrow Rising Star  

27.11.1897 Barrow Rising Star 7 0 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

27.11.1897 Mountsorrel Castle 2 3 Loughborough Victoria  

27.11.1897 Quorn Havelock 4 2 Hathern Victoria  

4.12.1897 Barrow Rising Star 2 0 Quorn Havelock  

4.12.1897 Kegworth 2 0 Markfield Albion   

4.12.1897 Loughborough Victoria 1 0 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

4.12.1897 Mountsorrel Castle 4 1 Woodhouse United  

11.12.1897 Barrow Excelsior 2 2 Mountsorrel Castle  

11.12.1897 Barrow Rising Star 1 1 Hathern Victoria  

11.12.1897 Loughborough Victoria 2 0 Kegworth  

11.12.1897 Woodhouse United 1 5 Quorn Havelock  

18.12.1897 Quorn Havelock 2 0 Loughborough Victoria  

18.12.1897 Sileby Rangers 2 2 Mountsorrel Castle  

25.12.1897 Barrow Rising Star W  Sileby Rangers  

27.12.1897 Kegworth 3 2 Loughborough Excelsior  

1.1.1898 Hathern Victoria 1 2 Mountsorrel St Peter’s Referee stopped the game early on account 

of poor light. 

1.1.1898 Loughborough Emanuel 4 0 Kegworth Kegworth were late in arriving, had a weak 

team and three of their players turned out 

in ordinary clothes. 

1.1.1898 Markfield P P Sileby Rangers Sileby failed to make the journey to 

Markfeld 

1.1.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 3 1 Barrow Excelsior Castle were 3 goals up before half-time. 

8.1.1898 Barrow Excelsior 3 1 Loughborough Victoria  

8.1.1898 Kegworth 1 0 Barrow Rising Star The game should have been played at 

Barrow, but floods prevented the game 

from taking place. The clubs decided to play 

the game at Kegworth instead. 

Big crowd. 

8.1.1898 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 4 3 Mountsorrel Castle Derby Day. 

300 spectators. 

8.1.1898 Quorn Havelock 14 

(5) 

0 

(0) 

Woodhouse United A League record highest score. 

The Quorn goalkeeper only kicked the ball 

away once and never handled the ball. 

15.1.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 1 3 Quorn Havelock  

22.1.1897 Barrow Rising Star 9 1 Markfield First time these clubs had ever met. 

Marchant [Markfield was sent off early in 

the second half. 

This result took Markfield to the bottom of 

the League. 

22.1.1897 Kegworth P P Loughborough Victoria Kegworth were unable to raise a team for a 

variety of reasons and consequently did not 

make the journey. The Vics had given 

Kegworth due notice, but the latter were 

disappointed as they intended to make a 



collection at the match on behalf of relatives 

of a player recently killed in Leicester 

22.1.1897 Loughborough Victoria 1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Hathern Victoria  

22.1.1897 Quorn Havelock 2 2 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

22.1.1897 Woodhouse United 1 1 Loughborough Emanuel  

29.1.1898 Markfield Albion 1 0 Woodhouse United  

29.1.1898 Sileby Rangers A A Barrow Rising Star Sileby had resigned from the League. 

5.2.1898 Hathern Victoria 2 1 Loughborough Emanuel  

5.2.1898 Loughborough Victoria 1 1 Mountsorrel St Peter’s Due to the first match ending early due to 

darkness – this match was played on “cup 

tie terms.” 

5.2.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 1 2 Barrow Rising Star  

5.2.1898 Quorn Havelock 3 1 Kegworth Poor gate. 

5.2.1898 Woodhouse  3 1 Barrow Excelsior Moderate gate. 

A member of the Barrow committee 

complained of the roughness of Woodhouse 

play and stated that their team would not 

visit them again unless they received a “little 

more consideration at their hand.” 

12.2.1898 Barrow Rising Star 3 1 Mountsorrel Castle  

12.2.1898 Hathern Victoria 
Randon 

Neddy Thompson 

2 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Quorn Havelock  

12.2.1898 Loughborough Victoria 
Henson 

Limbet 

W York 

C West 

4 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Loughborough Excelsior Excelsior had a substitute playing in goal. 

12.2.1898 Markfield 1 1 Kegworth Kegworth had two players sent off for 

infringement of Rule 11. 

12.2.1898 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 
Baker (2) 

Kirchin 

Turner 

Hallam 

5 0 Woodhouse United The Woodhouse centre half was cautioned 

several times for rough play. He was 

ordered to leave the ground, which he 

refused to do. 

19.2.1898 Loughborough Victoria 0 0 Markfield Albion  

19.2.1898 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 1 2 Barrow Rising Star Good crowd 

19.2.1898 Quorn Havelock 6 0 Mountsorrel Castle  

26.2.1898 Barrow Excelsior 
“Nobby” (2) 

Oram (2) 

Toyle 

Towle 

7 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Woodhouse United Woodhouse could only muster 7 players in 

the first half – in the second half they played 

with 8 men. 

26.2.1898 Barrow Rising Star 

Wood 

AN Other 

2 0 Loughborough Emanuel Brooks (Emanuel) retired injured after the 

Stars scored their first goal. 

The victory sent Barrow to the top of the 

League. 

26.2.1898 Hathern  3 1 Loughborough Victoria  

26.2.1898 Markfield 1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

26.2.1898 Mountsorrel Castle  2 1 Kegworth  

5.3.1898 Barrow Rising Star 3 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Kegworth Mill-lane, Barrow. 

5.3.1898 Loughborough Emanuel 1 0 Quorn Havelock 500 spectators. 

Benefit game for T Harper who had been  

from work for 22 weeks through an injury 

sustained at the Falconn Works. 

5.3.1898 Markfield Albion 0 1 Loughborough Victoria  



Swann 

5.3.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 
Wykes 

Palmer 

2 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Mountsorrel St Peter’s 
Pendy 

Derby Day. 

400-500 spectators. 

12.3.1898 Barrow Rising Star 
Wood (3) 

J Williamson (2) 

Black 

Paxton 

Monk 

8 

(5) 

0 

(0) 

Woodhouse United All Barrow forwards scored. 

12.3.1898 Kegworth  0 

(0) 

3 

(0) 

Loughborough Victoria 
Swann 

Henson 

Good attendance. 

Kegworth adopted rough tactics and the 

“spectators did not treat the referee with 

such respect.” At the end of the game the 

referee was met with very hostile 

demonstration 

12.3.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 1 2 Hathern Victoria  

12.3.1898 Quorn Havelock 

Thornton (2) 

Lockwood (og) 

Mounteney 

3 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Barrow Excelsior  

19.3.1898 Loughborough Victoria 1 

(0) 

2 

(2) 

Mountsorrel Castle  

19.3.1898 Markfield 
Marshall 

1 5 Barrow Rising Star 
Black (2) 

Wood 

Spence (og) 

J Williamson 

 

19.3.1898 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 4 1 Loughborough Emanuel  

26.3.1898 Barrow Excelsior 1 1 Barrow Rising Star Boisterous day. 

26.3.1898 Hathern Victoria 5 1 Mountsorrel St Peter’s Game played under cup tie rules 

26.3.1898 Kegworth 1 0 Quorn Havelock  

26.3.1898 Loughborough Emanuel 

Hitchen 

1 0 Markfield  

26.3.1898 Mountsorrel Castle 3 0 Loughborough Victoria Replayed match. After paying the referee 

only 1 shilling remained. 

Vics fielded a weak side. 

2.4.1898 Barrow Rising Star 0 1 Loughborough Victoria Barrows’ first ever home defeat in the 

League 

League favourites managed just 1 point of 

their last 2 games. If Hathern  won their last 

4 games and the Stars won their last match 

then the clubs would be on the same 

number of points. 

2.4.1898 Markfield 1 3 Barrow  Excelsior  

2.4.1898 Mountsorrel St Peter’s 1 

(1) 

4 

(1) 

Hathern Victoria  

2.4.1898 Woodhouse 

Wainwright 

1 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

Mountsorrel Castle 

Bollard (2) 

Haynes 

 

8.4.1898 Woodhouse United 1 0 Kegworth Cup tie terms. 

Neither side was fully represented. 

9.4.1898 Barrow Rising Star 1 1 Barrow Excelsior  

9.4.1898 Hathern Victoria 2 0 Kegworth Game was arranged to start at midday – but 

due to the late arrival of Kegworth the game 

did not commence until 2pm. 

Good gate. 

9.4.1898 Loughborough 

Emanuel* 

3 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Woodhouse United Woodhouse started with only 9 players. 

 



Foulds [Woodhouse] was ordered off the 

field after making several “expressions” to 

the referee. he refused to go and every time 

he touched the ball a free kick was given 

against Woodhouse. Eventually Foulds left 

the field. 

9.4.1898 Quorn Havelock 3 0 Markfield  

11.4.1898 Barrow Excelsior 0 0 Markfield  

11.4.1898 Kegworth 4 0 Mountsorrel St Peter’s  

12.4.1898 Hathern Victoria 4 0 Woodhouse  

16.4.1898 Kegworth 2 2 Mountsorrel Castle  

16.4.1898 Loughborough 

Emanuel* 

0 2 Loughborough Victoria  

16.4.1898 Markfield 0 

(0) 

5 

(2) 

Quorn Havelock 
Thornton (2) 

Davis 

Barwell 

Wykes 

Good attendance. Game commenced at 

3.46 pm. 

16.4.1898 Woodhouse 0 1 Hathern Victoria Good crowd. 

 

23.4.1898 Hathern Victoria 
Warren 

Randon 

Thompson 

AN Others 

12 0 Markfield This victory gave Hathern the 

Championships. 

Game commenced at 4 pm. 

29.4.1898 

 

Loughborough Emanuel 1 0 Barrow Excelsior Athletic Grounds, Loughborough. 

Last match in connection with the League. 

According to a league ruling the gate was to 

be divided between the clubs – but the clubs 

arranged to devote the proceeds to the 

Whitwick disaster fund. 

Barrow were only able to field 10 players. 

30.4.1898 Hathern (League 

Champions) 
Warren (2) 

Thompson 

Roper 

4 5 Rest of the League 

Thornton 

Wainwright (2) 

Mounteney 

Williamson 

Athletic grounds, Loughborough. 

Rain fell heavily throughout the morning 

and continued until shortly. 

 before kick-off.  

After the game the players adjourned to the 

pavilion where Mr H Dunn (League 

President) presented medals to both teams 

and the match ball to Thornton  (Quorn 

Havelock), captain of the Rest of the League 

team. 

* Some reports state Emanuel others state Excelsior 

 

Match Reports 
 

A selection of match reports. 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post – 20 September 1897 

 

 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 20 January 1898 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 20 January 1898 

 

 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 20 January 1898 

 

 



 
 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News – 24 March 1898 

 



 
 

Additional Information 

 

 

  



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 20 January 1898 

 

 

 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News – 3 February 1898 

 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 24 March 1898 

 

 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 

The football season will be wound up in Loughborough next Saturday by the playing of the championship 

match of the Loughborough and District league, on the Athletic Ground, when Hathern (the Champions) will 

meet an eleven selected from the other clubs in the League. The ground has been placed at the disposal of 

the league by the Loughborough club. Mr. H T Dunn, who is to kick off, is providing the ball which will be 

presented to the captain of the winning team. The eleven are expected to line up as follows: 

Hather: Poxon, goal; Mitchell and Lindsey, backs; Berrington, Hutchinson and Taylor, half-backs; Newham, 

Thompson, Roper, Warren and Randon, forwards. 

League team: Webster (Markfield) goal; Noon (Mountsorrel St Peter’s, Lockwood (Barrow Excelsior) backs; 

Preston (Loughborough Emanuel), Whitehouse (Mountsorrel Castle) and T R Hopewell (Kegworth), half-

backs; Mounteney (Loughborough Victoria), Wainwright (Woodhouse), Thornton (Quorn Havelock), Ward 

and J Williamson (Barrow Rising Star), forwards. 

Referee, Mr. Walter Cockain. 

Leicester Daily Posts – 28 April 1898 

 


