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  Nr   Team   P   W   D   L   F  A   +/-   Pts 

1 Hinckley Town 16 12 1 3 70 17 4.12 25 

2 Coalville Albion 16 11 1 4 39 15 2.60 23 

3 Whitwick Town 16 9 4 3 42 16 2.632 22 

4 Coalville Town 16 8 3 4 36 16 2.25 19 

5 Barwell Swifts 16 7 2 6 28 23 1.22 16 

6 Shepshed Town* 16 5 3 8 19 33 0.56 11 

7 Hugglescote Robin Hood 16 4 2 10 14 44 0.32 10 

8 Earl Shilton Town 16 4 1 11 16 46 0.35 9 

9 Anstey Town 16 2 1 13 12 65 0.19 5 

   * Shepshed had 2 points deducted for fielding an ineligible man 

Three clubs – Leicester Fosse Reserves, Loughborough Athletic and Ibstock left the League at the end of 

1896-7 season. Only one team joined – Anstey Town. Thus just 9 clubs competed in the second 

Leicestershire Senior League competition. 

Winner:    Hinckley Town 

Runner-Up:   Coalville Albion 

Wooden spoon:  Anstey Town 

Games Played:  56 

Missing Results:  0 

Goals scored:   276 (4.93 goals per game) 

Biggest home win: Coalville Town 12-0 Earl Silton Town 

Biggest away win: Earl Shilton Town 1-8 Hinckley Town 

Highest scoring:  12: Coalville Town 12-0 Earl Silton Town 

 

There was an inquiry into the outcome of the Coalville Albion’s match against Earl Shilton in late April which 

gave the Senior League title to Coalville on goal average from Hinckley. The game was ordered to be 

replayed, in September, which Coalville lost, giving the title to Hinckley Town. 

At the AGM of the League at held in Jine: 

- The League showed a balance at the end of the 1897-98 season of £1 19s 

- Shepshed were deducted 2 points for playing an ineligible man – C J Gill 

-  Earl Shilton Town and Anstey – the bottom two clubs – were re-elected, as were Loughborough 

Reserves, who were members of the United Counties League, which had disbanded. 

Results Grid 
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Anstey Town  1-4 1-5 0-4 2-0 1-3 1-0 0-3 2-7 

Barwell Swifts W/L  1-4 0-2 2-1 1-3 7-0 2-0 0-0 



Coalville Albion 4-1 1-0  5-0 12-0 4-1 7-0 1-1 0-1 

Coalville Town 6-0 2-0 1-0  5-0 2-1 1-1 4-0 1-1 

Earl Shilton Town 1-1 0-4 1-2 1-7  1-8 0-0 2-0 1-0 

Hinckley Town  7-2 2-0 2-0 2-1 2-1  8-0 10-0 4-0 

Hugglescote Robin Hood 1-0 1-2 1-3 1-0 3-1 2-2  3-0 0-1 

Shepshed Town 2-0 1-1 2-1 3-1 4-0 0-2 3-1  1-1 

Whitwick Town 5-2 7-1 0-1 1-1 6-0 3-2 4-0 5-0  

 

 Home win   Away Win   Draw   Result Not Known 

 

Match Results and Details 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

4.9.1897 Shepshed Town 
Cutler 

1 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Whitwick Town 
Smith 

Game kicked off late at 3.40 pm 

First game on Whitwick’s new ground, which 

was approached by a footpath crossing the 

fields opposite the cemetery. 

Splendid weather 

1,500 spectators 

4.9.1898 Coalville Town 
Wardle 

Kendrick (2) 

Smith (2) 

Benistone 

6 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Anstey Town Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

Heavy rain delayed the start of the game 

11.9.1897 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
Hall 

Pearson 

2 

(1) 

2 

(0) 

Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

Fern 

 

Sharpe (Hugglescote) fell heavily and had to 

be carried off the pitch 

11.9.1897 Shepshed Town  

Briers 

2 0 Anstey Town Referee arrived late. Kick-off took place at 

3.55 pm 

11.9.1897 Whitwick Town 1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Coalville Town Match too place on Whitwick’s “new ground” 

– approached by the footpath crossing field 

opposite the cemetery. 

1500 spectators 

18.10.1897 Anstey Town 1 4 Barwell Swifts  

18.10.1897 Coalville Albion  
Sharp (2) 

Moore 

Jeffcote (2) 

5 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Town Park-road Ground 

1,500 spectators 

Town give a debut to a new centre forward 

Handley of Loughborough 

18.10.1897 Earl Shilton 0 0 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

 

18.10.1897 Shepshed Town 0 2 Hinckley Town  

25.9.1897 Barwell Swifts 2 1 Earl Shilton Town  

25.9.1898 Whitwick Town 5 2 Anstey Town  

9.10.1897 Coalville Albion 
Orton 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Barwell Swifts Park-road Ground, Coalville. 

Good attendance 

9.10.1897 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

Griffiths 

2 1 Coalville Town 
Bunting 

Large gate. 

Handley (Coalville) missed a penalty  

9.10.1897 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
Harris 

AN Others 

3 1 Earl Shilton Town 
Freer (pen) 

 

9.10.1897 Whitwick Town 5 0 Shepshed Town  

23.10.1897 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

2 1 Earl Shilton Town  

 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
Hallam 

1 3 Coalville Albion 
AN Others 

Earl (pen) 

 



23.10.1897 Shepshed Town 3 1 Coalville Town  

23.10.1897 Whitwick Town 7 1 Barwell Swifts  

30.10.1898 Earl Shilton Town 0 4 Barwell Swifts  

30.10.1898 Whitwick Town 
Whitmore 

Painter 

Barnes 

Smith 

4 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

Good gate. 

4.12.1897 Anstey Town 1 5(6) Coalville Albion  

4.12.1897 Coalville Town 
Heward 

1 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Whitwick Town 
AN Other 

Played in wretched weather – snow and rain 

Fairly good attendance 

4.12.1897 Hinckley Town 10 0 Shepshed Town Hinckley scored 9 goals in the second half. 

18.12.1897 Barwell Swifts 0 0 Whitwick Town  

18.12.1897 Coalville Albion 1 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Earl Shilton Town 

Shilton (20 

Game stopped 13 mins before time due to 

thick fog. 

Albion scored within 3 mins. 

18.12.1897 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
Roper 

Cooper 

Thompson 

3 0 Shepshed Town Foggy weather 

25.12.1897 Coalville Albion 0 1 Whitwick Town  

27.12.1897 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

1 0 Anstey Town  

1.1.1898 Coalville Albion 
Jeffcote (3) 

Rose(2) 

Sharp (2) 

 

7 0 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

Jeffcote scored “as quickly almost as it was 

possible.” 

Albion led 6-0 at half-time 

1.1.1898 Coalville Town 
Heward (2) 

Plackett 

W Smith (pen) 

4 0 Shepshed Town Foggy weather( 

Coalville give debut to 2 players from Long 

Eaton  – Clarke (centre-half) and Plackett 

Owing to the late arrival, Coalville had to 

start the game with 9 men. 

1.1.1898 Earl Shilton Town 1 0 Whitwick Town  

8.1.1898 Anstey Town 
Fancote 

AN Other 

2 

(2) 

7 

(3) 

Whitwick Town 
AN Others 

Harrison 

 

8.1.1898 Coalville Town  
Benistone 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Albion Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

Large number of supporters from both 

clubs  

1,000 spectators 

Albion gave a debut to Stubbs (goalkeeper) 

of Woodhouse 

8.1.1898 Shepshed Town 
Grain (2) 

Briers 

3 1 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
AN Other 

Good attendance 

15.1.1898 Barwell Swifts 1 3 Hinckley Town Good gate 

15.1.1898 Coalville Albion 
Goacher 

1 1 Shepshed Town 

AN Other 

Meagre attendance. 

Shepshed awarded a penalty which was 

saved by Stubbs. Referee ordered the kick to 

be retaken and Shepshed equalised. 

 

15.1.1898 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Town  

22.1.1898 Earl Shilton Town 1 1 Anstey Town  

 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

0 1 Whitwick Town 
Barnes 

 

29.1.1898 Hinckley Town 2 0 Barwell Swifts  



29.1.1898 Coalville Town 1 1 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

29.1.1898 Shepshed Town 
Jeffcote (15 min) 

Orton (pen) 

2 1 Coalville Albion 
Parker (35 min) 

 

Attendance badly affected by the numbers 

who had travelled to Derby to watch County 

and Villa. 

29.1.1898 Whitwick Town 6 0 Earl Shilton Town  

5.2.1898 Barwell Swifts 7 0 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

 

5.2.1898 Earl Shilton Town 2 0 Shepshed Town  

5.2.1898 Whitwick Town 
Mounteney 

Painter 

Whitmore 

3 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Hinckley Town 
Wooding 

Hill 

Prior to this game Whitwick were top of the 

League, but Hinckley had several matches in 

hand and had not lost League game. While 

Whitwick had been defeated at Earl Shilton 

and had made 4 draws compared with 

Hinckley’s one. 

Coalville Albion were playing Hinckley in a 

cup match and Robin Hood at Barwell, this 

was the only action in the district. 

1,000 spectators 

12.2.1897 Earl Shilton Town 1 7 Coalville Town  

12.2.1897 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

Fern 

2 0 Coalville Albion Good gate. 

12.2.1897 Shepshed Town 1 1 Barwell Swifts  

19.2.1898 Anstey Town 0 3 Shepshed Town  

19.2.1898 Coalville Town  
AN Other 

Walker (2) 

W Smith (2) 

5 0 Earl Shilton Town Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville  

19.2.1898 Whitwick Town 0 1 Coalville Albion 
Orton 

A good number of spectators from Coalville 

and Whitwick witnessed the game. 

26.2.1898 Hinckley Town 
AN Others 

Beadsworth 

7 2 Anstey Town 
AN Others 

 

5.3.1898 Barwell Swifts 0 

(0) 

2 

(2) 

Coalville Town 
Bunting 

W Smith 

 

5.3.1898 Coalville Albion 
Moore 

Middleton (pen) 

Brooks  

Mason 

4 1 Anstey Town Park-road, Coalville. 

Brooks and Mason of Melbourne made their 

debut for the Albion – and both scored 

5.3.1898 Hinckley Town 8 0 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

 

5.3.1898 Shepshed Town P P Earl Shilton Game postponed so that Shepshed could 

stage the Junior Cup semi-final tie between 

Hathern Victoria and Coalville United. 

12.3.1898 Anstey Town  0 

(0) 

4 

(1) 

Coalville Town 
Walker (2) 

Smith (2) 

Coalville scored within the first few mins. 

12.3.1898 Earl Shilton Town 1 8 Hinckley Town  

12.3.1898 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

1 2 Barwell Swifts  

26.3.1898 Anstey Town 2 0 Earl Shilton  

 Barwell Swifts 1 4 Coalville Albion  

 Coalville Town 
Smith 

Parker 

2 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville. 

Rough weather. 

Meagre attendance. 

2.4.1898 Barwell Swifts 2 0 Shepshed Town  



 Hinckley Town 
Griffiths (pen) 

AN Others 

4 0 Whitwick Town Holywell Ground, Hinckley 

1,200 spectators 

8.4.1898 Rest of the League 
Kendrick 

1 

(0) 

5 

(4) 

Champions (Hinckley) 
AN Others 

Championship Match 

Hinckley led 4-0 at half-time 

9.4.1898 Anstey Town  1 0 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 

 

9.4.1898 Shepshed Town  4 0 Earl Shilton Town  

12.4.1898 Earl Shilton 1 2 Coalville Albion  

16.4.1898 Coalville Albion 
Jeffcote (2) 

Rose 

Sharp 

4 1 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

 

23.4.1898 Coalville Albion 12 0 Earl Shilton Town Farcical game 

The Albions were leading 8-0 at half-time.  

16.9.1898 Coalville Albion 1 2 Earl Shilton Town Central Ground, Coalville 

Championship Decider. 

 

Match Reports 

 

A selection of published match reports 

 

 
Hinckley Times - 25 September 1897 

 



 
Hinckley Times - 25 September 1897 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post – 1 February 1898 



 
Leicester Daily Post -28 March 1898 

 

 

 
Coalville Times – 23 September 1898 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Information 

 
Coalville Times - Friday 17 June 1898 

 


