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Leicester & District League 1899-00 

  Nr   Team P W D L F A Pts 

1 Market Harborough 16 13 0 3 75 21 26 

2 Leicester Waverley 15 11 1 3 50 15 23 

3 Syston Swifts 15 10 1 4 45 22 21 

4 Anstey Town 15 9 0 6 31 26 18 

5 17th Regiment District 15 7 1 7 37 41 15 

6 Anstey Albion 16 7 1 8 33 47 15 

7 Wigston Excelsior 16 7 0 9 39 36 14 

8 Enderby Granite 16 3 2 11 18 56 8 

9 Narborough 16 0 0 16 16 81 0 

Last known table (28 April 1900 – Midland Mail) 

 

Orson Wright & Sons resigned from the League in April. 

 

Winner:    Market Harborough 

Runner-Up:   Leicester Waverley 

Wooden spoon:  Narborough 

Games Played:  62 

Missing Results:  20 

Goals scored:   344/345 (5.5 goals per game) 

Biggest home win: Market Harborough 11-0 Anstey Albion 

   Market Harborough 12-1 Narborough 

Biggest away win: Narborough 1-7 Anstey Albion  

Highest scoring:  13: Market Harborough 12-1 Narborough 

 
   

The two match results – 17th Regiment District v Anstey Town and Leicester Waverley v Syston Swifts -due to 

be played on the final Saturday of the season did not take place. 

 

Results Grid 
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17th Regimental District    6-0   0-7   

Anstey Albion 3-1  1-0 1-1 1-5 1-4   1-0 

Anstey Town 2-1 2-5    L/W 2-1 2-0  

Enderby Granite 1-2 1-6 2-1  0-7 1-3 4-0   

Leicester Waverley 3-1     4-0    

Market Harborough  11-0 4-2 3-0 0-3  12-1 6-1 3-0 

Narborough 2-5 1-7 2-4     2-6  

Syston Swifts 5-1 4-0 0-1 5-2 2-0 2-1 5-0  0-1 

Wigston Excelsior  4-6 3-1    6-0 4-0  

 

 Home win   Away Win   Draw   Result Not Known 



 

Market Harborough were crowned Leicester & District League Champions for the third consecutive season. 

Anstey Town after struggling in the Senior League re-joined the District League. 

 

Anstey were represented by two teams - Albion and Town. 

 

Leicester Waverley did the double over champions, Market Harborough. 

 

Orson Wright and Son’s resigned from the League at the beginning of April 1900. 

 

Narborough did not pick a single point all season – losing all 16 games that counted towards the final 

league standings. However, they did draw against Enderby Granite – but short time was played – so the 

game have to be replayed, 

 

The final game of the season was between League Champions [Market Harborough] and runners-up 

[Leicester Waverley. The referee, Mr Frank Gardner – chairman of the Leicester & District Football League, 

presented the cup at the end of the game to Mr J L B Turner, captain of the Harborough team – and 

congratulated the club on winning it for 3 successive seasons. Medals were presented to the following 

players – J L B Turner, E Plowman, J Farmer, A Tilley, G Seampton, H Neal, W west, J Smith, H Ireson, W A 

Buswell and T Bromley. The cup was held aloft, and a big crowd accompanied by the Market Harborough 

band playing “See the Conquering Hero Comes”, followed the trophy round the town. 

 

Match Results & Details 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

2.9.1899 Syston Swifts 0 1 Anstey Town Fine performance by Anstey to win at 

Syston, one of the preseason favourites 

for the championship. 

9.9.1899 Anstey Town 
Harlow 

Wolfe 

2 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

Orson Wright & Sons 
AN Others 

Atkins 

Twon ground 

9.9.1899 Fleckney Rovers 2 3 Enderby Granite  

9.9.1899 Market Harborough 11 0 Anstey Albion Albion’s first District league game. 

Harborough were the strongest team in 

the competition last season. 

16.9.1899 Anstey Albion   Narborough  

16.9.1899 Enderby Granite 2 1 Anstey Town Good game. 

16.9.1899 Fleckney Rovers 3 7 Syston Swifts  

16.9.1899 Orson Wright & Sons 1 1 Leicester Waverley  

23.9.1899 Fleckney Rovers 1 5 17th Regimental 

District 

 

30.9.1899 17th Regimental 

District 

6 0 Enderby Granite  

30.9.1899 Fleckney Rovers 1 2 Anstey Town  

30.9.1899 Market Harborough 12 1 Narborough  

30.9.1899 Orson Wright & Sons 2 0 Anstey Albion  

30.9.1899 Syston Swifts 2 0 Leicester Waverley  

7.10.1899 Anstey Albion 
Spencer (2) 

Bonsil 

3 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

17th Regiment District 
AN Other (pen) 

Good number of spectators. 

The soldiers first defeat. 

7.10.1899 Narborough 2 4 Anstey Town  

7.10.1899 Syston Swifts 6 1 Wigston Excelsior The Wigston goalkeeper “was not very 

smart.” 

14.10.1899 Anstey Town 2 0 Syston Swifts  

21.10.1899 Anstey Town 2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Narborough  

28.10.1899 Enderby Granite P P Fleckney Rovers Rovers failed to make an appearance 

28.10.1899 Narborough 0 2 Orson Wright & Sons  



4.11.1899 Anstey Town 2 1 Anstey Albion Very rough game. 

4.11.1899 Market Harborough 3 0 Enderby Granite  

25.11.1899 Anstey Town 
Cresswell 

Wolfe 

2 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Market Harborough 
Smith 

AN Other (pen) 

Cropston-road enclosure 

Fair attendance. 

This game was replayed – reason not 

currently known. 

25.11.1899 Anstey Albion 

Spencer 

1 5 Leicester Waverley 
Hackett 

J Platts 

T Platts 

Betts 

Edge 

Victoria Park – Anstey ‘lost’ their ground 

25.11.1899 Narborough 1 1 Enderby Granite Short time was played.  

Game was replayed -which Narborough 

lost – score not known. 

25.11.1899 Orson Wight & Sons 2 1 17th Regiment District  

2.12.1899 Enderby Granite 0 2 Orson Wright & Sons  

2.12.1899 Market Harborough 0 3 Leicester Waverley Benefit game for the War Fund 

2.12.1899 Narborough 1 3 Wigston Excelsior  

2.12.1899 Syston Swifts 4 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Anstey Albion Fair attendance. 

9.12.1899 Enderby granite 1 3 Market Harborough  

9.12.1899 Orson Wright & Sons 1 1 Anstey Town South Wigston. 

16.12.1899 Narborough 2 5 17th Regiment District  

23.12.1899 Enderby Granite 4 0 Narborough  

23.12.1899 Market Harborough 3 0 Wigston Excelsior  

23.12.1899 Orson Wright & Sons 0 0 Syston Swifts Only 45 mins played. 

30.12.1899 Market Harborough 
Buswell 

Turner 

McDermott 

AN Other 

4 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Anstey Town 

AN Others 

In the second half when the Anstey 

players were appealing that the ball had 

gone out of play, McDermott took a long 

shot which went through the 

goalkeeper’s hand. He referee awarded a 

goal, which so incensed the Ansty players 

that several of team serrated to leave the 

field, They thought better of it, and 

remained. 

After having a goal disallowed one of the 

Anstey players deliberately kicked the 

ball at the referee and was promptly sent 

off. 

30.12.1899 Wigston Excelsior 6 0 Narborough  

6.1.1900 Anstey Town 2 5 17th Regimental 

District 

Fair attendance. 

Ground was in dreadful sloppy condition, 

pools of water near both goals. 

6.1.1900 Anstey Albion 

Graves 

Hooke 

Wright (2) 

Spencer 

5 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Orson Wright & Sons 

AN Other 

Good crowd. 

Orson Wright scored the first goal. 

13.1.1900 Orson Wright & Sons 0 6 Market Harborough South Wigston 

13.1.1900 Syston Swifts 5 2 Enderby Granite  

20.1.1900 Enderby Granite 1 6 Anstey Albion Unexpected result, 

20.1.1900 Leicester Waverley 

T Platts (2) 

L Hackett 

W Norman 

4 0 Market Harborough Victoria Park, Leicester. 

Harborough went into the game as 

League leaders. 

20.1.1900 Narborough 2 5 Syston Swifts  

20.1.1900 Wigston Excelsior 3 1 Anstey Town Anstey were expected to win this game 

easily. 



27.1.1900 Anstey Albion 1 

(1) 

0  

(0) 

Anstey Town Dreadful weather. 

Albion were by far the better team. 

27.1.1900 Wigston Excelsior   17th Regimental 

District 

 

3.2.1900 Enderby Granite P P Leicester Waverley Postponed due to snow. 

3.2.1900 Narborough P P Market Harborough Postponed due to snow. 

17.2.1900 Anstey Town   Enderby Granite  

17.2.1900 Leicester Waverley 3 0 Orson Wright & Sons  

17.2.1900 Wigston Excelsior 4 6 Anstey Albion  

24.2.1900 Wigston Excelsior 8 0 Enderby Granite  

3.3.1900 Enderby Granite 1 2 17th Regimental 

District 

 

3.3.1900 Narborough 1 7 Anstey Albion  

3.3.1900 Wigston Excelsior 4 0 Syston Swifts  

10.3.1900 Anstey Albion 

AN Other 

1 4 Market Harborough 

McDermott (1 + pen) 

Farmer 

AN Other 

Anstey scored first. 

10.3.1900 Leicester Waverley 

Parker 

Bramley 

Hackett 

3 1 17th Regimental 

District 

Freeman 

Victoria Park, Leicester. 

The Depot had hard lines in their 

goalkeeper not arriving until Waverley 

had scored twice. 

10.3.1900 Syston Swifts 5 0 Narborough  

24.3.1900 Anstey Town   Narborough  

24.3.1900 Syston Swifts 5 1 17th Regimental Depot  

24.3.1900 Wigston Excelsior   Market Harborough  

31.3.1900 Anstey Albion 1 0 Wigston Excelsior Beautiful weather. 

31.3.1900 Enderby Granite 1 7 Leicester Waverley  

7.4.1900 Anstey Albion 1 1 Enderby Cropston-road Ground. 

Delightful weather. 

Game commenced at 3.30 pm. 

Visitors turned up with only 10 players, 

“several of whom were not much used to 

playing football”. 

7.4.1900 Syston Swifts 

AN Others 

2 1 Market Harborough 

Bromley 

Beautiful weather. 

Good crowd. 

12.4.1900 17th Regimental 

District 

0 7 Market Harborough  

14.4.1900 17th Regimental 

District 

1 6 Syston Swifts  

14.4.1900 Anstey Town  W Market Harborough Score not known. 

16.4.1900 Leicester Waverley P P Syston Swifts Syston failed to arrive. Game ordered to 

be replayed on 28 April/ 

17.4.1900 Anstey Albion   Syston Swifts  

21.4.1900 17th Regimental 

District 

  Anstey Albion  

21.4.1900 Market Harborough 6 

(3) 

1 

(0) 

Syston Swifts Barber’s field, Market Harborough. 

Exceptionally large crowd 

This win secured the Championship for 

Harborough. 

At the end of the match the band played 

the victors to their headquarters to the 

tune of “See the conquering hero 

comes,” amidst great enthusiasm. 

28.4.1900 17th Regimental 

District 

  Anstey Town  

28.4.1900 Leicester Waverley   Syston Swifts  



30.4.1900 Champions 

Market Harborough 

3 3 Runners-Up 

Leicester Waverley 

Played at Harborough for the benefit of 

League funds. 

 

Match Reports 

 

A selection of published match reports. 

 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 7 September 1899 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Mercury - 4 November 1899 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 9 November 1899 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post - 25 December 1899 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post – 1 January 1900 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post – 12 March 1900 

 

 

Additional Information 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News – 4 January 1900 

 

 

 
Market Harborough Advertiser & Midland Mail – 30 June 1900 


