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Illustration of the match by Stephen Dadd 

Winner:  West Bromwich Albion 

 Runner-Up: Aston Villa 

 

160 clubs entered the first qualifying of the 1891-92 Football Association Cip competition. Leicestershire 

were again represented by two clubs – Leicester Fosse and Loughborough AFC. 

 

Matches were scheduled to be played at the stadium of the team named first on the date specified for each 

round, which was always a Saturday. Some matches, however, could be rescheduled for other days if there 

were clashes with games for other competitions or the weather was inclement. If scores were level after 90 

minutes had been played, a replay would take place at the stadium of the second-named team later the 

same week. If the replayed match was drawn further replays would be held until a winner was determined. 

If scores were level after 90 minutes had been played in a replay, a 30-minute period of extra time would be 

played. 

 

In their second Football Association Challenge Cup competition the Fosse were drawn at home against 

Small Heath of the Football Alliance. Few spectators were present at the Aylestone-road cricket ground to 

witness this one-sided encounter. Small Heath scored 5 before half-time. The Fosse rallied in the second 

period, managing to score twice – through Nuttall and Herrod – but were heavily defeated 6-2. 

 

Loughborough were given a bye in the first qualifying round. In the second they easily overcame Hereford 

at the Athletic Ground, Loughborough in front of 2,000 spectators. Albert Carnelly scored 5 times for the 

Luffs. The third qualifying round away at Brierley Hill Alliance clashed with Loughborough’s Midland League 



encounter with the Fosse. Prioritising the Midland League, they sent the “Athletic” their reserve team, who 

were slaughtered 7-0. 

 

The 1892 FA Cup final was contested by West Bromwich Albion and Aston Villa at the Kennington Oval on 

19 March 1892. This was the last FA Cup Final to be played at Kennington Oval due to the Surrey Cricket 

authorities becoming increasingly alarmed at the large crowds now being attracted to the main game in the 

footballing calendar. Albions form throughout the league season had been erratic and Villa supporters felt 

that all they had to do was turn up and the cup was theirs for the taking. West Bromwich Albion won 3–0, 

with goals by Alfred Geddes, Sammy Nicholls, and Jack Reynolds. Villa began brightly on a warm, sunny day 

which helped swell the attendance to almost 33,000, but Albion had an early surprise in store and after just 

4 minutes took the lead. Villa fought back hard but they found the Albion keeper Joe Reader in tremendous 

form. Albion then made it 2-0 on the 27 minute mark and 10 minutes into the 2nd half, Villa's last hopes 

disappeared when Albion went 3 up. Albion defended resolutely to see out the game with a clean-sheet and 

return with the cup to their Stoney Lane home. This was the first FA Cup Final in which goal-nets were used. 

 

Match Results and Details 

  Date Home   Away Match Details 

1 1QR 3.10.1891 Leicester Fosse 
Nuttall 

Herrod 

2 

(0) 

6 

(5) 

Small Heath 
Hands 

Millard 

AN Others 

Wheldon (2) 

Aylestone -road Ground (Grace-road). 

Crowd was small given the importance of 

the game. 

Game commenced at 3.10 pm 

Fosse were outplayed and outclassed. 

Small Heath [Birmingham City] were 

elected to the Second Division of the 

Football League at the end of the season 

having finished 3rd in the Football Alliance. 

2 2QR 24.10.1891 Loughborough  
Carnelly (5) 

Smith 

Freestone 

7 0 Hereford Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

2,000 spectators. 

Albert Carnelly scored 5 goals for the Luffs. 

Hereford player carried off the ground 

following an accident late into the  second 

half. 

3 3QR 14.11.1891 Brierley Hill 

Alliance 

7 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Loughborough  The match was contested by 

Loughborough Athletic, as the first team 

played Leicester Fosse in the Midland 

League. 

Alliance goal-keeper was not troubled at 

all during the first half. 

Loughborough’s goal-keeper made a 

number of spectacular saves. 

“The Loughborough team were 

overplayed at every point of the game, and 

have a lot to learn before they can hope to 

tank as a first class football club.” 

Loughborough given a bye in the 1QR 

Match Reports 

 



  



 
Leicester Daily Post – 7 October 1891 

 



 

 
Leicester Daily Post – 26 October 1891 



 

 
Sporting Life – 16 November 1991 

 


