
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1892-93 

 

Winner:  Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Runner-Up:  Everton 

 

Wolverhampton Wanderers won Football Association Cup in 1893, beating Everton 1–0 in the final at 

Fallowfield Stadium, Manchester. Wolves continued the recent Midlands dominance of the FA Cup, after the 

success of West Brom, Aston Villa and Nottingham Forest the previous season. 

 

 
The Wolverhampton Wanderers team that won the FA Cup in 1893. The team poses with the trophy (left). back row from 

left to right: Dickie Baugh, Billy Malpass, Harry Allen (Captain), William Rose, George Kinsey, George Swift; front row from 

left to right: Robert Topham, David Wykes, Joe Butcher, Harry Wood, Alf Griffin 

 

Leicestershire were again represented in the competition by Leicester Fosse and Loughborough AFC. 

Loughborough’s 1892-93 season was dominated by their Cup exploits. They dispatched Riddings (8-1) at 

home in the First Qualifying Round in October, followed by Heanor Town (3-1) also at home in the Second 

Qualifying Round and Kettering (2-1) away to reach the final qualifying round. Drawn away from home in 

front of 1500 spectators they demolished Buxton 6-0 in December 1892, playing on a pitch covered in deep 

snow. Celebrations of Loughborough’s fans reached new heights with the prospects of a Football League side 

appearing at the Athletic Grounds in the First Round. Buxton won an appeal against the result due the state 

of their own pitch. The game was replayed on New Year’s Eve, the Luffs winning 3-0. By this time 

Loughborough knew that their opponents would be Northwich Victoria of the Second Division. The First-

Round tie was a great spectacle on and off the pitch for the town of Loughborough. Although losing 1-2, gate 

receipts were £94, and the 5,000 spectators were well looked after. Straw was placed along the touchline 

keeping feet dry and for those lucky enough to be in the stand, which was opened for their first cup match 

of the season, had hot water bottles to keep them warm. Reporters were usually accommodated at a corner 

of the large stand in a good position, but for this game they were consigned to an “insignificant place on a 

stand in an extreme corner of the ground” from which it was next to impossible to witness part of the playing 

arena. For the all-important game the Loughborough executive selected the usual team and the players in 

the week leading up to the game underwent a special course of training, every attention being paid to them 

by William Cockain, the trainer. The ground was rather greasy and at times throughout the match the players 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallowfield_Stadium


had difficulty in keeping their feet. Butterworth hit the bar for Loughborough after five minutes and displayed 

magnificent combination. Northwich had a goal disallowed for offside before Carnelly ran through and scored 

for the Luffs after about 20 minutes play. The lead lasted just ten minutes, with Bradshaw equalising for 

Northwich with a soft shot. Bogged down by heavy ground, the second half was disappointing with 

Drinkwater winning the tie for the Cheshire side. Val Smith [Loughborough] was carried off during the second 

half and several other Loughborough players received serious injuries. “Northwich were not the better team, 

but they held the advantage in their aggressive play, the centre forward, Bradshaw, displaying splendid form…… 

Loughborough had the most of the play …… and are to be condoled with on the result, which ought certainly to 

have been reversed “ 

 

Fosse’s cup run was unspectacular by comparison. Having beaten Rushden (7-0) and Notts Olympic (7-0) after 

a replay in the English Challenge Cup, they succumbed 1-2 to Buxton. who Loughborough demolished to 

reach the First Round, at Walnut Street. 

 

Results and Match Details 

  Date Home Team   Away Match Details 

1 1QR 15.10.1892 Leicester Fosse 
Lowe 

Webb (3) 

Dorrell (2 + pen) 

7 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Rushden Walnut-street Ground, Leicester. 

Quite a large crowd. 

First-ever encounter between the two 

clubs. 

Fosse’s first English Challenge Cup victory. 

2 1QR 15.10.1892 Loughborough AFC 
AN Other 

Butterworth (2) 

Start (2) 

Farmer 

Smith 

Carnelly 

8 

(4) 

1 

(1) 

Riddings 
AN Other 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough. 

 

3 2QR 29.10.1892 Leicester Fosse 
Lowe 

Thompson (og) 

Freeman 

 

3 

(3) 

3 

(1) 

Notts Olympic 
Buck 

Geary 

Mann 

Walnut-street, Leicester, 

A gale blew across the field of play. 

Game commenced at 3.05 pm. 

Dorrell [Fosse] “brought down the house 

with an astonishing display of trickery.” 

Thraves [Fosse] in goal spent much of the 

first half as an inactive spectator. 

Freeman (Fosse) and a Notts player left the 

field following a collision – both returning 

with their “heads tied up” much to the 

amusement of the spectators. 

The referee stopped the game on account 

of indifferent light. 

4 2QR 29.10.1892 Loughborough AFC 
Freestone 

Farmer 

Start 

3 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Heanor Town 
AN Other 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

3,000 spectators. 

 

5 2QRr 5.11.1892 Leicester Fosse  
Dorrell (4) 

Slack 

Webb (2) 

7 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Notts Olympic Walnut-street Ground, Leicester. 

Dorrell opened the strong after a minute 

with a “beauty.” 

An unequal game. 

6 3QR 19.11.1892 Kettering Town 
AN Other 

1 2 Loughborough AFC 
og 

Farmer 

Gloomy weather. 

“Moderate gathering” of spectators. 

This was time that Kettering had gone 

beyond the first qualifying round. 

Loughborough reached the final qualifying 

round for the second time. 

7 3QR 19.11.1892 Leicester Fosse  
Freeman 

1 

(0) 

2 

(0) 

Buxton Town 
Fred 

AN Other 

Walnut-street, Leicester. 

5,000 spectators- including 200 who have 

travelled from Buxton by a special train. 

Buxton surprised everyone by beating 

Leicester. 



When the train carrying the Buxton train 

arrived home, the station was densely 

packed, and the Harpur Hill band was in 

attendance to escort them through the 

town. On alighting some of the players 

were literally mobbed.  

8 4QR 10.12.1892 Buxton Town 0 6 Loughborough AFC 
Start  

Carnelly (2) 

Butterworth 

1,500 spectators 

Match ordered to be replayed due to the 

state of the pitch 

9 4QRr 31.12.1892 Buxton Town 0 3 Loughborough AFC 
Spibey 

Carnelly 

Start 

Played in a strong wind. 

With this win Loughborough became the 

first Leicestershire team to reach the final 

32 of the Cup. A good number of 

Loughborough supporters travelled to 

Buxton on a football ‘special’ train. 

10 R1 21.01.1893 Loughborough AFC 
Carnelly 

1 2 Northwich Victoria 
Bradshaw (2) 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

10,000 spectators – the stands were 

crowded, tickets for seats were quickly 

taken up beforehand. 

 

Match Reports 







 



 

Leicester Daily Post – 17 October 1892 

 



 





 



 

Leicester Daily Post -31 October 1892 

 



 

Leicester Daily Post -31 October 1892 



 

Sporting Life – 21 November 1892 





 



 

 



 

 

Derby Daily Telegraph - 12 December 1892 

 



  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Leicester Daily post – 2 January 1900 

 



 

 



 

Athletic News - Monday 23 January 1893 

 

 


