
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1893-94 

 

 
 

Winner:  Notts County 

Runner-Up:  Bolton Wanderers 

 

A large crowd congregated outside the Fosse headquarters on the Aylestone Road on Thursday 7 December 

1893 to await news of the draw for the final qualifying round of the English Challenge Cup. Leicester had 

beaten two Mansfield sides, ‘Town’ and ‘Greenlaugh’ (named after a cotton mill) to reach this stage of the 

competition. When the telegram from Mr. T S Ashmole was posted up announcing that the Fosse were drawn 

to play at Loughborough, who had beaten Kettering, Newark, and Rushden, all at the Athletic Grounds, the 

local press reported that the draw generated genuine disappointment. Presumably, the Leicester committee 

were hoping for an easier passage into the next round. 

 

Both teams put in extra training for the match. Loughborough players had undergone a week of ‘thorough 

training’ for the ‘great fight’. The club committee offered a £1 per player win bonus. All the players apart from 

Mills and Rose, who were unable to leave their employment, were in residence at the Stag and Pheasant, the 

house of the trainer Mr. William T Cockain, who was ‘unremitting in his attention to his men’. On the Monday 

before the game, H. Storer, Kent, Spiby, Plackett, Smith, Sharpe, Carnelly, Farmer, W. Storer, and Culley, had 

a good run around the outskirts of Loughborough accompanied by their trainer. They ran as far as 

Rempstone, a distance of about 6 miles. On the Tuesday, the players started soon after nine o’clock for 

Nanpantan, but the men were not out exceptionally long due to the heavy rain and spent the rest of the day 

indoors. Training was not neglected as gymnastic exercises were entered into at the trainer’s residence. On 

Wednesday afternoon a large number assembled at the Athletic Grounds to witness a half-hour’s practice 

with the ball. A “boisterous” wind however, prevented accurate kicking. As the big day approached, 

excitement reached fever pitch. The prize for the winning team was a big one, a place the Challenge Cup 

competition proper and a lucrative payday against one of England’s leading clubs. The Midland Railway ran 

football specials to Loughborough taking at least 1,000 Fosse fans to the game. The gates opened at 1 o’clock 

on a sunny afternoon, just 9 days before Christmas. Admission prices were 4d (2p); Enclosure, 6d (3p); 

Enclosure Stand, 6d (3p); Balcony 1s (5p); Grandstand 2s 6d (13p). Between 8,000 and 15,000 crammed into 

the Athletic Grounds, occupying every vantage point. Given that the population of Loughborough at the time 

was around 25,000, the attendance was one of the largest for a sporting event in the county. It was not a 



spectacle of fine flowing combination football. It was ‘rough’ even by Victorian standards and ill-tempered. 

The boisterous crowd noisily reacted to every twist, turn and episode of foul play. So violent was the game 

that the referee had to administer a general caution to players who indulged in blatant kicking and barging 

of their opponents. One Loughborough local paper criticised the Luffs for ‘disgraceful tactics’, stating ‘ … why 

men have been given months of hard labour without option for assaults far less brutal than at least one we 

saw committed on the Loughborough playing field’. Leicester won the game by a single goal scored by Fosse 

fan’s favourite forward William ‘Billy’ Dorrell, after just 8 minutes. Dorrell was also involved in the incident for 

which marred the encounter  and ended the career of the Luff’s full-back, Jack Kent. Shortly after the opening 

of the second half, Kent charged Dorrell, but slipped and unfortunately broke his leg in two places, the bone 

protruding from the skin. He had fractured the same leg eight months earlier, while playing at Leicester for 

the rest of the Midland League against Rotherham. This only made the incident even sadder, seeing that after 

his last injury he had a lengthy illness, and had only sufficiently recovered to take his place in the 

Loughborough team at the start of the season. There was a delay of between 20 and 35 minutes as he was 

stretchered off to hospital. Some newspaper reports stated that a local doctor who had been watching the 

game, reset the leg at the side of the pitch before he was taken to hospital. Given that anesthetics and pain 

management were in their infancy, the agony he felt must have been excruciating! The  spectators were not 

slow to recognise the value of his services, and the considerable financial loss likely to be entailed by another 

illness, for they readily responded to an appeal for assistance. A collection was taken on the ground, and a 

most substantial sum was realised. Doctors A. E.  Lyster (Long Eaton), A. Eddowes and W. Yorke 

(Loughborough) attended the patient, as he was taken to Loughborough Hospital, followed by a large crowd. 

It subsequently was announced that the collection amounted to £20 10s 6d. Although the remaining game 

was much more exciting, with end-to-end football, an atmosphere of gloom hung over the ground, although 

Fosse’s victory was roundly cheered by their substantial travelling support.  

 

On Sunday, the day after the game, several members of the Loughborough committee, together with a 

number of his companions and sympathisers, visited Kent in the hospital. The patient passed a bad night on 

Saturday, but became easier during the course of Sunday, and was quite chatty. He disavowed any further 

idea of playing football, even should his recovery permit him to do so. Kent passed a good night on the 

Sunday after the game and on the Monday was reported to be doing well. In consequence of the large 

number of inquiries on Sunday a notice was posted on the hospital door to the effect that the patient was 

doing well. Club chairman visited Kent at the Loughborough Hospital on Saturday and was informed by him 

how the accident happened. He and Dorrell raced together for the ball, and as the Leicester man tried to trap 

it, Kent kicked at it right under Dorrell’s foot with all his might. The result was that Kent’s foot was trapped 

and his leg snapped. Numerous visits were made to the hospital by newspaper reporters during the following 

week and wrote that the patient was progressing satisfactorily. Mr. Hall, the referee, gave 10s to the fund and 

Mr. Tooth, the Conservative parliamentary candidate, who was present at the match, contributed £1 1s.   

 

On Wednesday 20 December 1893, the draw for the first round English Challenge Cup took place during a 

meeting of the Council at the Football Association in Chancery Land, London. Fosse were drawn at home 

against South Shore. The full draw was:  

 

West Bromwich Albion v. Bolton Wanderers 

Small Heath v. Bolton Wanderers 

Grimsby Town v Liverpool 

Preston North End v. Reading 

Newcastle United v. Sheffield United 

Stockport County or Crewe Alexandra v. Burton Wanderers 

Notts County v. Burnley 

Newton Heath v. Middlesbrough 

Derby County v. Darwen 

Notts. Forest v. Heanor Town 

Stoke v. Everton 

Sunderland v. Accrington 

Middlesbrough Ironopolis v. Sherwood Foresters or Luton 

Leicester Fosse v South Shore 

Woolwich Arsenal v. Sheffield Wednesday 



 

Both teams went into a strict training regime the week 

before. South Shore, who would later amalgamate with 

their neighbours Blackpool, travelled to Leicester the 

day before the game and made the White Hart Hotel on 

Belgrave Gate their base. Excited fans crammed into the 

Walnut-street ground. South Shore played rough, 

subjecting the Fosse forwards, in particular Dorrell, to 

some brutal treatment. The cup tie was played in almost 

a gale force wind. Fosse, having won the toss, chose to 

play with the wind, and thanks to Hill and Brown 

managed to take a 2-1 lead by half-time. Fosse spent 

much of the second half defending against both pretty 

combination play by South Shore’s forwards and the 

wind. Tension mounted as time edged slowly towards 

the 90-minute mark. Several of the crowd were unable 

to control themselves, and a man even threw his 

umbrella on the field of play! Thanks to a spirited defence and outstanding saves by Jimmy Thraves, the Fosse 

prevailed. In the Second Round, the mighty Derby County, flying high at the time in Division One, were 

Leicester’s opponents. On 10 February 1894, just three days after the draw was made, a record 13,000 excited 

spectators crammed into the Walnut Street Ground came close to witnessing a giant killing. More than 2,000 

fans travelled from Derby on two football special trains. A 

goal–less draw resulted after extra time, with the Fosse 

attacking and defending splendidly throughout. England 

international and Derby’s record goalscorer Steve Bloomer 

broke his collar bone after a collision with Fosse half-back 

Peggy Lord after 22 minutes.  The anthem ’Steve Bloomer's 

Watchin' is played at every Derby home game and there is a 

bust of him at the Pride Park Stadium. He is also listed in 

the Football League 100 Legends and English Football Hall of 

Fame. A few minutes after Bloomer let the field of play, 

Leicester’s Lord made a grand shot from a free kick that 

dropped just over the heads of those in the goalmouth before 

hitting the back of the net, which was greeted by 

“tremendous cheering” when the referee awarded a goal. But 

on an appeal by the referee, Mr. Fox had a “talk” with several players and after consulting one of the linesmen, 

Mr. Adams, the goal was disallowed. No reason was given! Derby adopted rough tactics as both sides shot 

from all distances and angles in an attempt to settle the tie. Extra time failed to separate the sides. Derby’s 

skipper, Archie Goodall was fined £5 and costs for assaulting Fosse fan, Frank Main, a clerk from Market 

Harborough, at the end of the game. According to the court report, Mr. Main had said to a friend that Goodall 

was the foulest player on the field before Goodall came up from behind and badly cut his eye.  The replay 

took place the following Saturday, played in dreadful weather at the Racecourse Ground, Derby in front of 

4,000 spectators. Derby outclassed the Fosse in a tense and at times violent game, winning 3-0.  The Leicester 

Post were suitably impressed, commenting that, “Leicester Fosse have won new laurels by their encounters 

with Derby County, and have now attained a reputation in Association football which cannot but spur them 

on to attain an even more enviable rank another season.” 

 

Results and Match Details 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

1QR 14.10.1893 Loughborough AFC 4 1 Kettering Town 

Peters 

Large attendance (1,500) 

2QR 4.11.1893 Leicester Fosse 

Dorrell 

1 0 Mansfield Town “Mansfield never really looked like 

scoring.” 

2QR 04.11.1893 Loughborough AFC 

Storer 

Mills 

4 0 Newark Town Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

 

The Wyvern, 26 January 1894 

Steve Bloomer 

Steve Bloomer 



Carnelly 

3QR 25.11.1893 Loughborough AFC 
Carnelly 

1 0 Rushden Athletic Grounds, Loughborough. A large 

number of Rushden fans occupied the 

reserved enclosure. 

 

3QR 25.11.1893 Mansfield 

Greenhalgh 

0 5 Leicester Fosse 
Brown 

Hill 

Lord 

AN Other 

Miller 

Fosse paid Mansfield an unknown “large” 

sum to stage the game. Splendid gate. 

Drizzling rain fell when the game 

commenced – greasy surface. 

One-sided first period, Fosse led 4-0 at 

half-time. Second half was more even 

4QR 16.12.1893 Loughborough AFC 0 1 Leicester Fosse 
Dorrell 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

8,000 – 10,000 spectators. 

Game commenced at 2.15 pm. 

R1 27.1.1894 Leicester Fosse 
Hill 

Brown 

2 1 South Shore 

 

Fosse’s first appearance in the “magic 32” 

of the competition. 

Gale wind blew from the gas works end 

of the field. 

Splendid crowd. Game commenced at 

2.36 pm 

R2 10.2.1894 Leicester Fosse 0 0 Derby County Walnut-street 

12,000 spectators 

Derby legend Steve Bloomer broke his 

collar bone in the first half and had to 

retire. 

R2Rep 17.2.1894 Derby County 
Keay 

Francis 

AN Other 

3 0 Leicester Fosse Racecourse (County Cricket) Ground 

4,000 spectators. 

Game played in dreadful, rain fell 

unceasingly. 

 

 

Match Reports 

 
Athletic News – 16 October 1893 

 



 

 
Athletic News – 6 November 1893 

 

 
Athletic News – 6 November 1893 
 



 

Athletic News – 27 November 1893 

 

 

 
 

Amidst tremendous excitement, in lovely weather, and before 8,000 or 10,000 people, this match came off 

on Saturday at Loughborough. The rivalry existing between the clubs was demonstrated by the crowds of 

partisans, and from the opening this season of the English Cup qualifying rounds it was seen that the clubs 

must meet in the final. Loughborough were fortunate in getting the choice of ground, and in preparation for 

the game both teams quietly trained at home. Early in the afternoon spectators began to crowd in, the early 

hour of commencing - 2:15 - seeming not to deter the crowd. When the game opened, stands, pavilion, walls, 

and every available place was occupied, whilst a crowd of three or four deep lined the ropes. Farmer kicked 



off amidst growing excitement, and the Fosse returned up the wing, and Hill centred. From the goal kick 

another that centre came from the same player. Continuing the pressure Hill made matters dangerous for 

Loughborough by his clever centres, the backs having all their work cut out, Loughborough having to meet 

two corners within 3 or 4 minutes. With these cleared Hill and Edwards were again prominent, and Brown 

made rushes for the goal. Within 10 minutes from the start the Fosse got through, the ball coming from the 

right wing, and passing to Dorrell, he measuring his chances, shot swiftly, surely, obliquely, and well, right 

into the net. Up to now Loughborough had scarcely passed the ball beyond the centre line, and the hopes of 

the Fosse ran high, the applause being tremendous. Mills, who had very little chances, now passed into the 

centre, and the ball being taken up by Carnelly, he had a fair chance, but could not get in his shot. The 

Loughborough fellows begun to look up a little, but a good chance past to Sharpe was terribly nulled. The 

Fosse having had a look in, Bailey, in defending, gave a corner, which, however, was easily got away. Anon 

the ball was passed to Sharpe, who, passing across to Mills, he, by tricky play, eluded the half-backs, and for 

a while made the Fosse goal look dangerous. On the visitors’ side Hill was extremely troublesome to the 

Loughborough defence, his centres being frequent and timely placed, one barely grazing crossbar on its 

career outside. Sharpe forced a corner by smart play, in which he was nicely fed by a Farmer and Carnelly. 

Lord, too, was well on the ball. The Loughborough team now, has it had been doing for ten minutes, held its 

own with the visitors. Miller was seen smartly shooting, but the ball went too high. Half-an-hour from the 

start the Fosse had a narrow squeak of the goal falling, Sharpe neatly passing to Carnelly, the latter shot a 

fast one low into Thraves hands, and he falling on his back was lucky in kicking over the line. The next incident 

on the field was a most unpleasant one, in which W Storer was seen “scrapping” with a Fosse man. The referee 

calmed them, and from the restart football was taken into Fosse quarters, Storey sending in a stinger – a little 

too wide. Again Hill passed neatly, and Brown being well up a goal seemed imminent, but he shot too high, 

and the other players too had not so easy a task at the commencement of play. The play, too, was of a rougher 

kind than is usually seen at Loughborough.  Val Smith appeared to be out played on his wing, Hill having him 

fully in hand, and as half-time drew near the hopes of the Fosse maintained the rosy colour they having an 

advantage in the exchanges. After the interval Storey was called upon to save the most difficult attack, which 

he did in a marvellous manner, keeping the ball in a touch safely while pressed by a couple of backs. Amidst 

growing excitement Loughborough obtained possession, and Farmer took the ball through, only, however, 

to be out played. The ball going to the home left Sharpe shot, almost a duplicate of Dorrell’s famous goal, but 

in this instance the ball went wide. A foul against the Fosse was the next dangerous point, but the backs 

cleared, and the leather was seen travelling along the home left. Again a dangerous attack came from the 

Fosse, Dorrell running with the ball right across the goalmouth, but he could not get in his shot, and Spiby 

relieved by conceding a corner. A second Kent corner was headed out by Plackett. Pretty combination from 

the Loughborough forwards took the ball away, only to see an unfruitful corner as a result. A couple of 

minutes later Bailey was pressed into a similar concession, and although the ball was shuttlecocked 

dangerously near the Fosse goal, it was got away unharmed. The game now begun to slow down, but as Kent 

was trying to prevent a chance which Dorrell had in view, his leg came in contact with Dorrell's. Soon after it 

became apparent that he was badly hurt, he was carried off the field on an ambulance waggon. After a delay 

of 20 minute, the accident was set to be a serious compound fracture of the leg. On resuming, with 25 minutes 

to time, the sky began to show signs of absence of light. Storer took Kent’s place, and the cheering rose to a 

great point as Loughborough forwards carried the ball forward. But the Fosse soon returned and attacked 

lustily. A quarter of an hour from the close of time it was not easy to distinguish where the ball was. although 

without their captain and working with an absentee place it will be difficult for Loughborough to fill, the home 

team played most pluckily. In the gloom Storey was seen saving magnificently game resulted a victory of the 

Fosse by one to one. Players:- 

Loughborough: H Storer, goal; Spiby and Kent, backs; Rose, Plackett and Smith, half-backs; Mills, W 

Storer, Farmer, Carnelly, and Sharpe, forwards, 

Fosse:- Thraves, goalkeeper; Taylor and Bailey, backs; Seymour, Henrys, and Lord, half-backs; Hill, 

Edwards, Brown, Miller and Dorrell, forwards. 

Referee: Mr Hall (Derby)     

Nottingham Daily Express – 18 December 1893 
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Athletic News – 12 February 1894 

 

 









 



 

Leicester Daily Post -19 February 1894 

 

 


