LFA United Counties Football League 1897-98

g

At a meeting held in late May 1897 at the Baseball Hotel, Derby, representatives of clubs interested in the
Sheffield and Derbyshire Football League, the working of which during the 1896-7 season could not be
described as a success, decided to form an entirely new league with a fresh title - the United Counties
League.

It was agreed that the new competition should consist of the following ten teams:- Sheffield Wednesday
Reserve, Sheffield United Reserve, Sheffield Club, Derby County Reserve, Leicester Fosse, Loughborough,
Belper, Sheepbridge Works, Matlock and Worksop.

Leicester Fosse Reserves and Loughborough Reserves both resigned from the Leicestershire Senior League
to join the United Counties League.

The fixtures were arranged at a meeting held at the Manchester Hotel, Sheffield on 2 June.
Worksop deciding not to participate.
Sheepbridge failed to complete the season.

Members of the United Counties League 1897-98

Club Home Ground \ Est, Other Information
Belper Town Acorn ground 1883 | Belper reached the first round of the FA Cup

in 1887-88, losing 3-2 to The Wednesday.
Founding member of the Derbyshire Senior
League in 1890, and finished as runners-up

in 1895-96.
Derby County Reserve Baseball 1884 | One of the twelve founder members of the
ground Football League, and are one of only ten
clubs to have competed in every season of
it
Leicester Fosse Reserve | Filbert-Street 1884 | Formed by a group of old boys of

Wyggeston School. In 1891 the club also
joined the Midland League and were elected
to Division Two of the Football League in

1894.
Loughborough Reserve | Athletic 1886 | First Leicestershire Club to enter the FA Cup
Grounds and the first to become members of the
Football League.
Matlock FC Hall Leys 1875 | First entered the FA Cup in 1885.

Won the inaugural Derbyshire Senior
League in 1891

Sheepbridge Works Whittington Based in Chesterfield.
Moor Founder member of the Sheffield League.
Sheffield Club Owlerton 1857 | Recognised by FIFA as the oldest existing

club still playing football in the world.
Sheffield FC initially played games under the
Sheffield Rules and did not officially adopt
the new FA rules until 1878.

Sheffield United Bramall-lane 1889 | The club was formed as an offshoot of
Reserve Sheffield United Cricket Club.

The team have played home games at
Bramall Lane since their formation. For
most of the club's history, United have
played in red and white striped shirts with
black shorts.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matlock_Town_F.C.
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Sheffield Wednesday

Olive Grove

Reserve

1867

Second-oldest professional association
football club in England.

In 1868 they won the Cromwell Cup - the
second ever Sheffield rules football
competition (after the Youdan Cup).
Founding members and inaugural
champions of the Football Alliance in 1889,
before joining The Football League three
years later.

United Counties Football League 1897-98

Nr Team P W D L F A | P
1 Sheffield Wednesday Reserves 14113 |10 |50 |18 | 27
2 | Sheffield United Reserves 148 |24 371918
3 Derby County Reserves 14,6 3, 5 27|20 15
4 Belper Town 14| 6 0 8 322912
5 Leicester Fosse Reserves 14| 5 2 7 302912
6 | Sheffield Club 4|5 2|7 18|36 12
7 | Loughborough Athletic* 4|6 (0 8 2131 10
8 | Matlock 14|13 |0 |11 /20 46 6

*Two points deducted

Sheepbridge resigned from the League during the season, record expunged,
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Sheepbridge
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Champions:
Runners-Up:
Wooden spoon:
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Sheffield Wednesday Reserves
Sheffield United Reserves

Matlock

56

235/228
Belper 7-0 Matlock

Sheffield FC 0-5 Belper
Sheffield FC 0 -5 Derby County Reserves
Sheffield FC 1-6 Sheffield Wednesday Reserves
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_Grove

Highest scoring: 8: Leicester Fosse 6-2 Matlock

The goals for and against columns do not tally in the table above which was widely published or with the
scores in the results grid below.

The annual subscription was fixed at 2 guineas.

Each club was allowed to appoint four referees, the fee paid to the latter was fixed at 7s 6d and third class
railway fare.

The League planned to arrange a championship match - with prizes for the winners - during the Easter
period.

Sheffield Wednesday Reserves won the inaugural United Counties League easily, winning 13 out of the 14
games and drawing the other, against Derby County Reserves, scoring 50 and conceding. 18 goals.
Incidentally they were beaten by Sheepbridge who resigned from the League in 1898.

Matlock claimed the wooden spoon winning 3 and losing 11 of their 14 league games.

The Champions v Rest of league game was staged at the Fosse ground in April.

Results Grid
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Belper Town 0- 1-0 60 | 7-0 | 25 1-5 2-0
Derby County Reserve 4-1 0-0 20 | 31| 22 2-2 1-3
Leicester Fosse Reserve 4-1 1-0 2-1 6-2 | 5-1 34 1-4
Loughborough Reserve 3-2 | 2-1 1-2 0-4
Matlock 0-3 | 31 1-3 1-3
Sheffield Club 0-5 | 05 3-2
Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 4-1 | 41 5-2 B
Sheffield United Reserve 2-1 2-3 2-2 6-2
Home win Away Win Draw |:| Result Not Known

Match Results and Details

Date Home \ \ Away Match Details
4.9.1897 Sheffield United Reserve 2 2 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Fosse scored twice within the first 15
) 1| M mins.
United equalised shortly before the end.
11.9.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 4 | 1 | Sheepbridge 3,000 spectators.
McMillan (2) | (1) | AN Other Kick off delayed 45 mins due to the late
AN Other arrival of Sheepbridge.
Flannagan (pen +1)
11.9.1897 | Loughborough Athletic 1 0 | Sheffield FC
Pegg (0) | (0)
18.9.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 2 | 1 | Loughborough Athletic Beautiful weather.
Dorrell M 1 (1) | Earl 2,000 - 3,000 spectators.

Lord




18.9.1897 | Sheepbridge 2 3 | Belper Town Broombhall Park.
Harrison (og) (1| 3) | Burt 200 spectators.
E Tyers Stokes
AN Other
18.9.1897 | Sheffield Club 0 5 | Derby County Reserves
25.9.1897 | Derby County 1 2 | Sheffield United Reserve Good attendance.
77? Sheffield United Reserve 2 | 3 | Sheffield Wednesday Bramall-lane.
Wetton (2) | (1) | Reserve 3,000 spectators
AN Other Stevenson Hill [United] was seriously injured at the
Beech start of the second half and took no
Brady further part in the game.
2.10.1897 | Belper Town 7 0 | Matlock
Farmer (3)
E Tyers
Stokes
Hemstock
Haslam
2.10.1897 | Derby County Reserve 4 2 | Sheepbridge Works
2.10.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 3 | 4 | Sheffield Wednesday 2,000 spectators.
Jones (2) | (0) | Reserve Leyton missed a penalty with a wretched
Flannagan shot. The referee ordered it to be retaken
and Leyton hit the crossbar. Yet again for
a reason that “only the referee could
explain” he instructed that the kick should
be taken for a third time. This time Leyon
hit the back of the net.
2.10.1897 | Sheffield United 6 | 2 | Loughborough Reserve Bramall-lane.
Fair attendance.
9.10.1897 | Derby County Reserve 0 | 0 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Dull but fine weather.
9.10.1897 | Sheepbridge 7 | 0 | Matlock Whittington Moor.
Hudson 4) | (0) 200 spectators
Evans
Thacker
Owen
AN Others
9.10.1897 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 1 0 | Sheffield Club Olive Grove
Beech (2 min) M|
16.10.1897 | Matlock 1 3 | Sheffield Wednesday
Taylor Reserve
Dryburgh
Wastnage
AN Other
23.10.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 6 2 | Matlock Matlock had lost their first three games in
Bamford (4) | (2) | Bowmer the League.
Watkins AN Other Attendance not so large as usual due to
Flannagan (3) the Tigers paying at home.
Lord
23.10.1897 | Loughborough Reserve 3 | 2 | BelperTown Fair gate.
Turner (2) | (0) | Wildgoose
Webster (2) E Tyers
23.10.1897 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 0 1 | Sheepbridge Works Olive Grove
0) | (1) | JSmith Thin sprinkling of spectators.
The game was stopped in the second half
for a “slight exchange of compliments
(with the fists) between the Sheepbridge
goalkeeper and a Wednesday player.
30.10.1897 | Derby County Reserve 2 | 0 | Loughborough Reserve 1,000 spectators

Burton
Leonard




6.11.1897 | Loughborough Reserves 1 2 | Sheepbridge Late start was made
Paget (1) | (1) | Burgh
AN Other
6.11.1897 | Sheffield Club 0 | 5 | Belper Owlerton, Sheffield.
(0) | (2) | Wildgoose (2)
Berresford
AN Other
E Tyas
6.11.1897 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve | 4 | 1 | Derby County Reserve Olive Grove, Sheffield.
Smith (4) | (0) | AN Other 1,000 spectators
AN Others Dull weather
Topham
13.11.1897 | Derby County Reserve 2 2 | Sheffield Wednesday Splendid game.
(1) | (2) | Reserve
13.11.1897 | Sheffield Club 1 6 | Sheffield Wednesday At Owlerton.
Eaden (1) | (3) | Reserve
Dryburgh (2)
Cole
Richards (2)
Topham
20.11.1897 | Derby County Reserve 2 2 | Sheffield Wednesday
Reserve
20.11.1897 | Sheffield United Reserve 6 1 | Matlock Bramall-lane, Sheffield.
Johnson (3) | (0) | AN Other Moderate number of spectators.
AN Others Game started 8 mins before the
Wetton advertised time.
As Matlock’s colours were the same as
United's the latter played in white.
27.11.1897 | Belper Town 1 5 | Sheffield Wednesday Heavy rain
Cooper (0) | (0) | Reserve
Davis
AN Other
Dryburgh (2)
27.11.1897 | Derby County Reserve 2 2 | Sheffield FC Wretched weather
Talbot (2) (1) | (1) | Potts
Stokes
27.11.1897 | Sheffield United Reserve 2 | 1 | Sheepbridge Bramall-lane, Sheffield.
Logan (1) | (0) | Schofield “Scattered and inconsiderable crowd.”
Bloomer
4.12.18974 | Derby County Reserves 4 1 | Belper Town Baseball ground, Derby.
Burton (2) Willdgoose The weather and the ground alike were
Hunt very bad.
Boag
4.12.18974 | Loughborough Reserves 0 4 | Sheffield United Reserves
(0) | (3) | AN Others
Crompton
White
4.12.18974 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 5 | 2 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Olive Green, Sheffield
AN Other (2) | (1) | Coulson Very small number of spectators
Dryburgh (2) Proudfoot, Fosse half back had to leave
Richards the field in the first half after his leg gave
way.
11.12.1897 | Sheffield United 2 | 1 | Belper Town Bramall Lane.
AN Others (1) | (1) | Farmer Showery weather.
Small number of onlookers.
United missed a first half penalty.
18.12.1897 | Sheffield Club 0 | 4 | Sheffield United Reserves Owlerton, Sheffield.




Johnson (2)
Jenkinson (4)

Foggy weather

18.12.1897 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve | 2 | 0 | Loughborough Reserve Olive Green, Sheffield.
Moffatt (A) | (A) Small number of spectators. Dense fog.
Dryburgh Loughborough arrived 30 mins after the
advertised time for kick off and the game
started 45 minutes late.
Game abandoned at half-time due to the
density of the fog and darkness coming
on
25.12.1897 | Sheepbridge Works 0 | 4 | Derby County Reserve Broomhall Park.
(0) | (1 | Leonard(2) The largest gate of the season.
2) Burton
Boag
27.12.1897 | Belper Town 2 5 | Sheffield Club
Stokes Potts
Wildgoose Hague
AN Other
Clarke (2)
27.12.1897 | Matlock 3 | 1 | Derby County Reserve Largest gate of the season
Taylor (2) (3) | (1) | Kirkland (og)
AN Other
1.1.1898 Matlock 0 1 | Sheffield FC
0 | ©
1.1.1898 Sheffield United Reserve 2 3 | Derby County Reserve
Shaw (2) | (1) | Hunt
Nutt Paul
AN Other
8.1.1898 Belper Town 8 0 | Sheepbridge Works
(2) | (0)
8.1.1898 Leicester Fosse Reserve 1 4 | Sheffield United Reserve 2,000 spectators.
Watkin (0) | (1) | AN Other Kicked oof at 2.30pm
15.1.1898 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 4 1 | Belper Small attendance.
King (2) | (0) | Fitzpatrick
Coulson
Watkin
Coulson
15.1.1898 | Loughborough Reserve 2 1 | Matlock Fait attendance.
Turner (2) (1) | (0) | Dr McLaws
22.1.1897 | Belper Town 2 0 | Sheffield United Reserve
22.1.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserve 1 | 0 | Derby County Reserve 2,000 spectators.
Swift (0) | (0)
22.1.1897 | Sheepbridge 0 5 | Sheffield Club
Taylor Ward
AN Other
Potts (2)
Hovet
5.2.1898 Belper 6 | 0 | Loughborough Reserve Beautiful weather.
Stokes (2) (5) | (0) Treacherous ground.
Adams (2)
Fitzpatrick
12.2.1898 | Loughborough Reserve 4 0 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Moderate gate.
AN Others M | (0) Game was ordered to be replayed.
Roulstone
Pegg
19.2.1898 | Sheffield Club Sheepbridge Works
19.2.1898 | Matlock 3 | 1 | Loughborough Reserve Loughborough had several new men, four
Bowmar (2) AN Other of their forwards making their debut.

AN Other




19.2.1898 Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 4 1 Belper Town Olive Grove.
Thackray (3) (3) | (1) | Stokes (pen) Poor attendance.
Beech
5.3.1898 Derby County Reserve 3 1 | Matlock
5.3.1898 Leicester Fosse Reserve 5 1 | Sheffield FC “Nice sprinkling” of spectators
Watkins (2) (1) | (0) | Sylvester
AN Others
5.3.1898 Loughborough Reserve 1 2 | Sheffield Wednesday The start was delayed by 30 mins due to
(1) | (2) | Reserve the late arrival of the referee.
12.3.1898 | Sheffield Club 3 | 0 | Loughborough At Owlerton, Sheffield.
Tasker (1) | (0)
Sylvester
Bruster
21.3.1898 | Sheffield Wednesday Reserve 3 1 Loughborough Reserves Olive Grove, Sheffield .
Moffatt (3) | (0) | AN Other Replay for the postponed match 18
Beech December.
AN Other Loughborough brought a strong team
including 2 or 3 first team players
2.4.1898 Matlock 1 3 | Sheffield United Reserve
Holmes (1) | (1) | AN Others
8.4.1898 Loughborough Reserves 2 1 | Derby County Reserves
Hitchin Swann
Webster
8.4.1898 Matlock 0 | 3 | Belper Town 200 spectators
11.4.1898 | Belper Town 0 2 | Derby County Reserve Rain fell heavily.
(0) | (0) | Burton (2) 300 spectators.
Many surprised that the game was not
abandoned.
11.4.1898 | Matlock 5 2 | Leicester Fosse Reserves Wretched weather.
Stokes Extremely poor gate
Fosse started with 9 men, but they
introduced another just before kick off.
12.4.1898 | Champions [Sheffield 1 2 | Rest of the League Fosse Ground, Leicester.
Wednesday Reserves] og Meagre £4 gate.
AN Other AN Other The scratch eleven as originally chosen
included Bradshaw (Sheffield United),
Staley, Burton, Patterson and Arkesden
(Derby County) and Howell (Sheffield
United), but none of these players turned
up and the “Rest” were far from being a
representative one.
Coulson[Fosse suffered a bad knee injury.
After the match the teams dined at the
White Hart Hotel, and gold medals were
presented to the champions by Councillor
S Hudson, a member of the Fosse
directorate.
14.4.1898 | Belper Town 1 0 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Acorn Ground, Belper.
Berrisford ) | (0) This was Belper's 5" game in 5 days.
23.4.1898 | Loughborough Reserve 1 | 0 | Leicester Fosse Reserve Replay -the last meeting was nullified by

Vickers

Loughborough playing unqualified men.
Poor gate.

Fosse arrived with just 9 men, but
managed to find another and played the
first half one man short. Ted Yor
appeared on the scene as the eleventh
man for the Fosse in the second half.

Match Reports

A selection of published match reports.
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SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY RESERVES v.
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Leicester Daily Post - 8 November 1897

LOUGHBOROUGH v. FOSSE RESERVES

This match was played at Loughborough. before a moderate gate. Loughborough had a strong team, and
the Fosse had almost an amateur eleven. The match was played under protest, through Loughborough
infringing Rule 7 of the League, which reads, “Any club having an open date, and their reserve team being
engaged in this competition on that day, it shall not be permissible for them to play meet time four players
who shall have taken part in their preceding League fixture." The Loughborough team included half a dozen
players who took part in the match against Gainsborough last Saturday. The Fosse had the advantage of
the wind first half, but Loughborough were the first to get away, and Wright put through when off-side,
after only a minute two's play. Then Fosse bad a turn, but did not get dangerous, and play for a while was of
a rushing character. Loughborough going and from a capital pass by Roulstone “Tich" headed in, Bailey
heading away, "Tich's" return going out. Loughborough bore down again, and secured a free kick for hands,
a scrimmage ensuing, and the ball being put in the net for the first goal. Fosse retaliated, but Swift shot
badly, and a corner shortly after did not avail them anything. The Loughborough forwards raced down and
tricked the Fosse defence nicely. but Roulstone's header went on the top of the bar. Loughborough came
down again, and Roulstone got in a terrific shot at Underwood, who was standing against the post, the force of
the contact winding the Fosse goalkeeper. Hodgkin gathered up the goal kick, and Roulstone crossed to Smith, whose
shot was picked up by Underwood. Tich's’ return flying wide. Fosse then woke up, and did a deal of passing. Swift
brought the ball In nicely, but Paget got it away, and another effort by Swift went wide of the mark. A third attempt,
however, created a demand for Fould's service, the Loughborough custodian fisting out, and the home forwards getting
away. Pegg got offside, and Wright was charged in the back, but. neither was penalised. Fosse got away, but were pulled
up for off-side and Loughborough became very dangerous from the free, Wright being charged in the back just outside
the penalty line. The free kick was futile 'Tich" sending over the bar. Fosse then commenced hostilities, but it was some
time ere Foulds was troubled Gillies with a splendid shot calling upon him to clear from under the bar. Play was mostly of
a scrambling character, but ultimately Loughborough put in a pretty piece of passing, and Smith had a grand chance, but
be shot too high doing ditto a few minutes later. Paget cut up a round of passing by the Fosse forwards, “Tich” getting
possession, and shooting over the bar at a great pace, the interval coming with Loughborough leading by one goal to nil.



Shortly after resuming Cassell came into collision with Hardy and the game to be suspended for repairs. Loughborough
got away and Underwood saved magnificently a shot from the centre. They followed this up with a smart effort, Roulston
putting the ball grandly for goal, and Wright. In attempting to touch it through, kicked in the wrong direction.

Fosse raced away. but Riley sent wide, and then “Tich” dodged his way through and shot for goal. A minute the
Loughborough forwards went down in line, and the Fosse goalkeeper saved splendidly from Wright, no other forward
being in position to return the ball into the net. Success, however, came to Loughborough a minute later. Smith centred
from off the line, the ball being headed out to Roulstone who shot sharply back and found the net. For some reason the
Fosse appealed against a goal, without avail. Loughborough were doing nearly all the attacking, but Fosse got away, and
secured an ineffective corner. Loughborough, however, held the Fosse forwards well in check and repeated attacks were
made on the visitor's goal. “Tich" was once roughly rolled over near the goal-line. An appeal for a penalty went unheeded,
but a moment or two later Bailey was penalised for foul on, Smith. This resulted in the latter putting the ball right into
goal, for Pegg to touch through for the third geal. Riley made a couple of capital efforts, and gave Foulds a difficult shot,
but were all over the Fosse, the whole of the forwards bearing down strongly. Bailey was forced to concede a corner,
which was followed another, conceded by Underwood. This was well placed by Smith, and the bail was rushed through
for the fourth goal. Swift took up the running for the Fosse, and centred, bon there was no one handy to take advantage
of it. The Fosse front rank, however, came down, and secured a corner, which was of no avail, and at the other end Smith
screwed the ball in grandly, Underwood saving and Wright a minute later shooting across the goal. The end came with
the score:

LOUGHBOROUGH, four goals;
FOSSE, none.

Leicester Daily Post - 14 February 1898

£
UNITED COUNTIES' LEAGUE.

LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES v SHEFFIELD
WEDNESDAY RESERVES.

Played at Sheffield on Monday. In the first half the
Wednesday. with the wind. scored three times, and led
at the interval three goals to none. Snmcm-u
over Lough scored from a corner, a s
all the oaonu‘“l!o result was vy

WEDNESDAY RESERVES, three.
LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES, one.
— o

Leicester Daily Post - 23 March 1898

UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES v. FOSSE RESERVES

These teams met at Loughborough to replay their match in this League, the last meeting having been
nullified by Loughborough playing unqualified men, whom they won by four goals to one. A poor gate
witnessed the game. which was started by Loughborough. Fosse came with only nine man, but managed to
find another, and played the first half one man short. Loughborough soon pressed, and kept up a sharp
attack. Several corners were given by the Fosse, and from one the goal had a narrow escape. Then the
visitors reached the home goal, and obtained three corners. Play went up and down the field for some
time, and then Loughborough attacked, Vickers sending in a long shot which Cufflin missed. Nothing
further was done before half-time when Loughborough were leading by one goal.

On resuming Ted York appeared on the scene as eleventh man for the visitors, pitying inside right with
Marshall, but Loughborough pressed, and. getting a corner kick, the ball was well dropped, and it was only
just cleared away in time. The home team played determinedly, and maintained the attack, West shooting
close in from the right. The ball was then crossed to Pepper, who landed in a good shot, which Cufflin
stopped well. Fosse now pressed, and gave the home defence something to do, a clinking shot from Glover
striking the comer of the goal. Loughborough then missed a good chance from a centre by Pym and Fosse
taking advantage of the respite, attacked, but were repulsed, the ball being brought back into their own



ground. In an attack on the home goal, a hot shot from the left struck the crossbar. Nearing time,
Loughborough played up well and pressed heavily, Pym getting in a fine shot, which Cufflin just stopped,
and then Holmes had to handle, but there was no alteration in the score, and the end came with:

LOUGHBOROUGH, one goal;
FOSSE, none.
Leicester Daily Post -25 April 1898

Additional Information

LOUGHBOROUGH FOOTBALL CLUB
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Sheffield Daily Telegraph - 18 April 1898

Leicester Fosse United Counties League Fixtures 1897-8

Date Home Away Match Details
4.9.1897 Sheffield United Reserve 2 2 Leicester Fosse Fosse scored twice within the
(2) ) first 15 mins.
United equalised shortly
before the end.
11.9.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 4 1 Sheepbridge 3,000 spectators.
McMillan (2) ) AN Other Kick off delayed 45 mins due
AN Other to the late arrival of
Flannagan (pen +1) Sheepbridge
18.9.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 2 1 Loughborough Beautiful weather
Dorrell (1 ) Athletic 2,000 - 3,000 spectators.
Lord Earl
2.10.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 3 4 Sheffield Wednesday | 2,000 spectators.
Jones (2) (0) Reserves Leyton missed his first penalty
Flanaggan Leyton kick with a wretched shot. The
Topham referee ordered it to be
AN others retaken and Leyton hit the
crossbar. Yet again for a
reason that “only the referee




could explain” he instructed
that the kick should be taken
for a third time. This time
Leyon hit the back of the net.

9.10.1897 | Derby County Reserves 0 0 Leicester Fosse Dull but fine weather.
Reserves

23.10.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 6 2 Matlock Matlock had lost their first
Bamford (4) (2) Bowmer three games in the League.
Watkins AN Other Attendance not so large as
Flannagan (3) usual due to the Tigers paying
Lord at home.

22.1.1898 | Fosse Reserves 1 0 Derby County 2,000 spectators
Swift (0) (0) Reserves

5.3.1898 Leicester Fosse Reserves 5 1 Sheffield FC “Nice sprinkling” of spectators
Watkins (2) ) (0) Sylvester
AN Others

23.4.1898 | Loughborough Reserves 1 0 Leicester Fosse Replay -the last meeting was

Vickers

Reserves

nullified by Loughborough
playing unqualified men.
Poor gate.

Fosse arrived with just 9 men
but managed to find another
and played the first half one
man short. Ted Yor appeared
on the scene as the eleventh
man for the Fosse in the
second half.

Loughborough Athletic United Counties League Fixtures 1897-8

Date \ Home Away Match Details
11.9.1897 | Loughborough Athletic 1 0 Sheffield FC
Pegg 0) |(0)
18.9.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 2 1 Loughborough Beautiful weather
Dorrell (1 | (1) | Athletic 2,000 - 3,000 spectators.
Lord Earl
2.10.1897 | Sheffield United Reserves 6 2 Loughborough Bramall-lane Grounds
M (M Fair attendance
23.10.1897 | Loughborough Reserves 3 2 Belper Fair gate.
Turner (2) (0) Wildgoose
Webster (2) E Tyers
30.10.1897 | Loughborough Reserve 1 2 Sheepbridge Sheepbridge arrived late
Paget (1) | (1) | Hudon (2)
18.12.1897 | Sheffield Wednesday 2 0 Loughborough Olive Grove, Sheffield
Reserve (A) (A) Reserve Small number of spectators.
Moffatt (20 mins) Ec?Sgssggféugh arrived 30
Dryburgh mins after the advertised kick
off time and the game started
45 mins late.
Moffatt opened the scoring
with an overhead kick.
Game abandoned at half-time
owing to the density of the
fog.
8.1.1898 Leicester Fosse Reserves 1 3 Sheffield United 2,000 spectators.

Watkins

(0)

()

Reserves

Beautifully fine weather.




AN Other Kicked off at 2.30.
Jenkinson (2)
5.2.1898 Belper 6 0 Loughborough Beautiful weather
Stokes (2) (5) 0) Reserves Treacherous ground
Adams (2)
Fitzpatrick
19.2.1898 Matlock 3 1 Loughborough
Bowmar (2) Reserves
Ellis AN Other
5.3.1898 Loughborough Reserves 1 2 Sheffield Reserves The start was delayed by 30
Lakin (1 (2) AN Others mins due to the late arrival of
the referee.
23.4.1898 | Loughborough Reserves 1 0 Leicester Fosse Replay -the last meeting was

Vickers

Reserves

nullified by Loughborough
playing unqualified men.
Poor gate.

Fosse arrived with just 9 men,
but managed to find another
and played the first half one
man short. Ted Yor appeared
on the scene as the eleventh
man for the Fosse in the
second half.

Match Reports
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At Shefield Shefield Club kicked of. Belper '
ad W scored, and Berresford
pressed, & u‘“‘l"" e e f
BELPER, five : !
SHEFFIELD CLUB, nome.
SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY RESERVES v.
DERBY OCOUNTY RESERVES
At Olive Grove, before 1.000 . Wednesday,
*“.'.:. - .:h :&"m
s M"qhn(hbh.huih'q-:‘d"
goals 1o nothing. improved 18
z-dhl..lmmhr&-. :
both sides missed chasces. Result: -
%YMYE&&.&; :
DERBY RESERVES, one goal ‘
Rasvrrs or v0 Dare :— ‘
P, Woa. Lat. Drn. For Agst. Pta.
Wed.Res..7 6 1 O ¥ 10 12
et 1 1%}
e 3 1 0 1 5 6
Lo 3 1 o W% W ¢
) nited Res ¢ 2 1 1 2 [ ) Y
AR R R
J -d 0 4 0 4 B ol

Leicester Daily Post - 8 November 1897

LOUGHBOROUGH v. FOSSE RESERVES

This match was played at Loughborough. before a moderate gate. Loughborough had a strong team, and
the Fosse had almost an amateur eleven. The match was played under protest, through Loughborough
infringing Rule 7 of the League, which reads, “Any club having an open date, and their reserve team being
engaged in this competition on that day, it shall not be permissible for them to play meet time four players
who shall have taken part in their preceding League fixture." The Loughborough team included half a dozen
players who took part in the match against Gainsborough last Saturday. The Fosse had the advantage of
the wind first half, but Loughborough were the first to get away, and Wright put through when off-side,
after only a minute two's play. Then Fosse bad a turn, but did not get dangerous, and play for a while was of
a rushing character. Loughborough going and from a capital pass by Roulstone “Tich" headed in, Bailey
heading away, "Tich's" return going out. Loughborough bore down again, and secured a free kick for hands,
a scrimmage ensuing, and the ball being put in the net for the first goal. Fosse retaliated, but Swift shot
badly, and a corner shortly after did not avail them anything. The Loughborough forwards raced down and
tricked the Fosse defence nicely. but Roulstone's header went on the top of the bar. Loughborough came
down again, and Roulstone got in a terrific shot at Underwood, who was standing against the post, the force of
the contact winding the Fosse goalkeeper. Hodgkin gathered up the goal kick, and Roulstone crossed to Smith, whose
shot was picked up by Underwood. Tich's’ return flying wide. Fosse then woke up, and did a deal of passing. Swift
brought the ball In nicely, but Paget got it away, and another effort by Swift went wide of the mark. A third attempt,
however, created a demand for Fould's service, the Loughborough custodian fisting out, and the home forwards getting
away. Pegg got offside, and Wright was charged in the back, but. neither was penalised. Fosse got away, but were pulled
up for off-side and Loughborough became very dangerous from the free, Wright being charged in the back just outside
the penalty line. The free kick was futile 'Tich" sending over the bar. Fosse then commenced hostilities, but it was some
time ere Foulds was troubled Gillies with a splendid shot calling upon him to clear from under the bar. Play was mostly of
a scrambling character, but ultimately Loughborough put in a pretty piece of passing, and Smith had a grand chance, but
be shot too high doing ditto a few minutes later. Paget cut up a round of passing by the Fosse forwards, “Tich” getting
possession, and shooting over the bar at a great pace, the interval coming with Loughborough leading by one goal to nil.



Shortly after resuming Cassell came into collision with Hardy and the game to be suspended for repairs. Loughborough
got away and Underwood saved magnificently a shot from the centre. They followed this up with a smart effort, Roulston
putting the ball grandly for goal, and Wright. In attempting to touch it through, kicked in the wrong direction.

Fosse raced away. but Riley sent wide, and then “Tich” dodged his way through and shot for goal. A minute the
Loughborough forwards went down in line, and the Fosse goalkeeper saved splendidly from Wright, no other forward
being in position to return the ball into the net. Success, however, came to Loughborough a minute later. Smith centred
from off the line, the ball being headed out to Roulstone who shot sharply back and found the net. For some reason the
Fosse appealed against a goal, without avail. Loughborough were doing nearly all the attacking, but Fosse got away, and
secured an ineffective corner. Loughborough, however, held the Fosse forwards well in check and repeated attacks were
made on the visitor's goal. “Tich" was once roughly rolled over near the goal-line. An appeal for a penalty went unheeded,
but a moment or two later Bailey was penalised for foul on, Smith. This resulted in the latter putting the ball right into
goal, for Pegg to touch through for the third geal. Riley made a couple of capital efforts, and gave Foulds a difficult shot,
but were all over the Fosse, the whole of the forwards bearing down strongly. Bailey was forced to concede a corner,
which was followed another, conceded by Underwood. This was well placed by Smith, and the bail was rushed through
for the fourth goal. Swift took up the running for the Fosse, and centred, bon there was no one handy to take advantage
of it. The Fosse front rank, however, came down, and secured a corner, which was of no avail, and at the other end Smith
screwed the ball in grandly, Underwood saving and Wright a minute later shooting across the goal. The end came with
the score:

LOUGHBOROUGH, four goals;
FOSSE, none.

Leicester Daily Post - 14 February 1898

£
UNITED COUNTIES' LEAGUE.

LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES v SHEFFIELD
WEDNESDAY RESERVES.

Played at Sheffield on Monday. In the first half the
Wednesday. with the wind. scored three times, and led
at the interval three goals to none. Snmcm-u
over Lough scored from a corner, a s
all the oaonu‘“l!o result was vy

WEDNESDAY RESERVES, three.
LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES, one.
— o

Leicester Daily Post - 23 March 1898

UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES v. FOSSE RESERVES

These teams met at Loughborough to replay their match in this League, the last meeting having been
nullified by Loughborough playing unqualified men, whom they won by four goals to one. A poor gate
witnessed the game. which was started by Loughborough. Fosse came with only nine man, but managed to
find another, and played the first half one man short. Loughborough soon pressed, and kept up a sharp
attack. Several corners were given by the Fosse, and from one the goal had a narrow escape. Then the
visitors reached the home goal, and obtained three corners. Play went up and down the field for some
time, and then Loughborough attacked, Vickers sending in a long shot which Cufflin missed. Nothing
further was done before half-time when Loughborough were leading by one goal.

On resuming Ted York appeared on the scene as eleventh man for the visitors, pitying inside right with
Marshall, but Loughborough pressed, and. getting a corner kick, the ball was well dropped, and it was only
just cleared away in time. The home team played determinedly, and maintained the attack, West shooting
close in from the right. The ball was then crossed to Pepper, who landed in a good shot, which Cufflin
stopped well. Fosse now pressed, and gave the home defence something to do, a clinking shot from Glover
striking the comer of the goal. Loughborough then missed a good chance from a centre by Pym and Fosse
taking advantage of the respite, attacked, but were repulsed, the ball being brought back into their own



ground. In an attack on the home goal, a hot shot from the left struck the crossbar. Nearing time,
Loughborough played up well and pressed heavily, Pym getting in a fine shot, which Cufflin just stopped,
and then Holmes had to handle, but there was no alteration in the score, and the end came with:
LOUGHBOROUGH, one goal;
FOSSE, none.
Leicester Daily Post -25 April 1898

Additional Information

| LOUGHBOROUGH FOOTBALL CLUB

Sheffield Daily Telegraph - 18 April 1898
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UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE
LOUGHBOROUGH RESERVES v. FOSSE RESERVES
These teams met at Loughborough to replay their match in this League,
the last meeting having been nullified by Loughborough playing
unqualified men, whom they won by four goals to one. A poor gate
witnessed the game. which was started by Loughborough. Fosse came
with only nine man, but managed to find another, and played the first
half one man short. Loughborough soon pressed, and kept up a sharp
attack. Several corners were given by the Fosse, and from one the goal
had a narrow escape. Then the visitors reached the home goal, and
obtained three corners. Play went up and down the field for some time,
and then Loughborough attacked, Vickers sending in a long shot which
Cufflin missed. Nothing further was done before half-time when
Loughborough were leading by one goal.
On resuming Ted York appeared on the scene as eleventh man for the
visitors, pitying inside right with Marshall, but Loughborough pressed,
and. getting a corner kick, the ball was well dropped, and it was only
just cleared away in time. The home team played determinedly, and
maintained the attack, West shooting close in from the right. The ball
was then crossed to Pepper, who landed in a good shot, which Cufflin
stopped well. Fosse now pressed, and gave the home defence
something to do, a clinking shot from Glover striking the comer of the
goal. Loughborough then missed a good chance from a centre by Pym
and Fosse taking advantage of the respite, attacked, but were repulsed,
the ball being brought back into their own ground. In an attack on the
home goal, a hot shot from the left struck the crossbar. Nearing time,
Loughborough played up well and pressed heavily, Pym getting in a fine
shot, which Cufflin just stopped, and then Holmes had to handle, but
there was no alteration in the score, and the end came with:

LOUGHBOROUGH, one goal;

FOSSE, none.
Leicester Daily Post -25 April 1898
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yy Daily Telegraph - Thursday 03 June 1897

THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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FOOI'BALL

At the Maunche Hotel, Shefficld, on Wednesday
delegates of the clubs forming the above
% wet 1o decide varions points with regard to
the carrying on of the League.  Mr. G. Stoveus,
t of the Derbyshire Amsociation, was in the
chair. The following officers were elected for the
ensuing season :—-FPresident, Mr. J. C. Ulegy ; vice:
presidents, Messrs. G. Steveus and A Nizxon ; hon
treasurer, Mr. David Haigh ; hon, secretary, Mr
Morgan Roberts., The Management Committee
will zonsist of the sane gentlemen. — It was decided
to hold meetings quarteriy, consisting of club
representatives and the Muanagement Commiilee.
Mesmis. D. Haigh and M. Roberta were appointed
to draw up ruies on the same basis as thoss ju
senior organisations.—The anvual subsciiption was
fixed at two guincas, and each club is allowed to
appoint four referees, the feeto be to the
Istter being fixed at 7e. 6d. and third class railway
fare. =]t was arranged to hold a championship
match, for prizes for the winners, such match 1o be
played about Easter, the actual d-&f’o fized
later. —T'he clubs which form the are as
follows :—Shefield Wedaesday Peserve, Shefliold
Reserve, Derty [County Heserve, Leicester
Fosse, Loughborough, Sheepliridge, Matlock, Shef.
tield Club, and Belper. Mcx?fvngh may possibly
be added to the list, that clulf not bheiug at present
in n position to apply for mominstiza.  This
coneluded the meeting, and the various secretaries

then nroceeded to arrange fixtures.

The annual subscription was fixed at 2 guineas.

Each club was allowed to appoint four referees, the
fee paid to the latter was fixed at 7s 6d and third class
railway fare.

The League planned to arrange a championship match
- with prizes for the winners - during the Easter
period.

The clubs which formed the League were: Sheffield
Wednesday Reserve, Sheffield United Reserve,
Leicester Fosse Reserve, Loughborough Reserve,
Sheepbridge Works, Matlock, Sheffield Club and
Belper. In addition Mexborough and Worksop were
also mentioned at meetings, but for a number of
reasons (unspecified) neither started.




Belper News - Friday 20 August 1897

Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

practice 1s arranged for Saturday next, and]
should attract a few spectators who are eager
to be once again glorying in the excitement
of the football fever.

The following are the fixtures arranﬁzgj

up-to-date, and 1t is certain that many g
games will be the outcome.
FIRST TEAM FIXTURES.
Date. Club. Where played. [Leaguel
* Sept. 4..Riddings .......... Away .. SL
$ o 3l Reserve ....Home .. SL
+» 18..Sheepbridge ........ Away .. UCL
»w 22..Heanor Town ...... o5 .« BSL
5 Wa Y. o oiss ssn v Home
Oct, 2..Matlock ....... aSe o .. UCL
9o i BPOY covecoccoses Away
«» 16..Heanor Towvn ...... Home .. SL
» 23..Loughboro’.......... Away .. UCL

» 30..English Cup Tie

_—~— -

et D et ra ™

Py



s . T — ——
Nov. 6..Sheffield Club ......Awa .« UCL
» 18..Sheepbridge ..... 4 .. BL
= ﬂ..Laicuml'oue P .Bomc .. UCL
.,'11'.'.81-1.14 United R. .., ‘,‘,"’ .. UCL
” l...l‘ ooooo LI . " L BL

i ﬂ..Shemold Club ......Home ..UCL
Jn.

. Sheopb csvees.. Home UCL

» 15 .Leicester Fosse...... Away .. UCL
- ”..Shdﬁold— R...Home .. UCL
S " ”.-C‘I”W .o.o..ocA"’ .. BL
Feb, Sloughboto’ﬂone .. UCL
» 13..Riddings............ «~ SL
o l’: .Sheflleld W'dn'.d'yB Any .. UCL

ﬂu.s.:Sbeepbridge vesess..Home ., SL
»» 12..Long Eaton Reserve. Away .. SL

» 19..Matlock ........... .Home .. SL
w 38..

April 2. . Chesterfield ........Home .. SL
» 8..Matlock ......., ees Away .. UCL
% Des Eaton ........Home .. SL
»” 3%.: Reserve N T ..UCL
» l’.-muwn .e .oocc....A“’ LR SI‘
,.;g..Coutmene...... b .. SL
:: 30. . Tlkeston ..... e Home .. SL

ICL—_Tnited Conntied

SL—Derbyshire Senior




. . At a meeting held in late May 1897 at the Baseball Hotel,
YShlI'e Times - WedneSday 26 May 1897 Derby, representatives of clubs interested in the Sheffield
and Derbyshire Football League, the working of which
during the 1896-7 season could not be described as a
success, decided to form an entirely new league with a
fresh title - the United Counties League.

(HE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

It was agreed that the new competition should consist of
the following ten teams:- Sheffield Wednesday Reserve,
Sheffield United reserve, Sheffield Club, Derby County
Reserve, Leicester Fosse, Loughborough , Belper,

Derbyshire
the working of which last season could
Several secessions :
Sheepbridge Works, Matlock and Worksop.

be described as a success.

new with a fresh title. ,
was over by Mr Geor (Ierby | Leicester Fosse Reserves and Loughborough Reserves

was adjourned till ’ both resigned from the Leicestershire Senior League to
unche Hm , join the United Counties League

The fixtures were arranged at a meeting held at the
Maunche Hotel, Sheffield on 2 June. Note that he League
comprised of 9 times - Worksop deciding not to
participate.

TACAT. MITNA AN TTITY TN TAIY rTTD

Club Home Ground \ Est, \ Other Information

Belper Town Acorn ground 1883 | Reached the first round of the FA Cup in 1887-88,
losing 3-2 to The Wednesday.

Founding member of the Derbyshire Senior
League in 1890, and finished as runners-up in
1895-96.

Derby County Reserve Baseball ground 1884 | One of the twelve founder members of the
Football League, and are one of only ten clubs to
have competed in every season of it

Leicester Fosse Reserve Filbert-Street 1884 | Formed by a group of old boys of Wyggeston
School. In 1891 the club also joined the Midland
League and were elected to Division Two of the
Football League in 1894.

Loughborough Reserve Athletic Grounds 1886 | First Leicestershire Club to enter the FA Cup and
the first to become members of the Football
League.

Matlock FC Hall Leys 1875 | First entered the FA Cup in 1885.
Won the inaugural Derbyshire Senior League in
1891

Sheepbridge Works Whittington Moor Based in Chesterfield.
Founder member of the Sheffield League.

Sheffield Club Owlerton 1857 | Recognised by FIFA as the oldest existing club still

playing football in the world.

Sheffield FC initially played games under the
Sheffield Rules and did not officially adopt the
new FA rules until 1878.

Sheffield United Reserve Bramall-lane 1889 | The club was formed as an offshoot of Sheffield
United Cricket Club.

The team have played home games at Bramall
Lane since their formation. For most of the club's
history, United have played in red and white
striped shirts with black shorts.




Sheffield
Reserve

Wednesday

Olive Grove

1867

Second-oldest professional association football
club in England.

In 1868 they won the Cromwell Cup - the second
ever Sheffield rules football competition (after the
Youdan Cup). Founding members and inaugural
champions of the Football Alliance in 1889, before
joining The Football League three years later.

le Times - Friday o2 July 1897
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which fell, T. Poole was responsible for two.
It will be of interest to the su of the
Coalville Albion Football Clab to know that
by a decision of the committee at a
meeting on Saturday, the club takes ‘second
lsce in the Senior Competition for
ast season coming nest to the Fosse Reserves.
Hinckley, it will be remembered, finished at
the top of the chart, but they have had four
points deducted for playing an ineligible man
on two oceasions, which ndncesbt::m to third
ition. It 1s noticeable that t are one or
r::chmp in the coustitution of the

drawn out in order to join the new
and Jbstock have left for
other reasons. Thus three of last season’s
competitors will not take next season
while a new club—Aunstey Town—has been
admitted.

While the Leicestershire Senior [Leagud has
lost some of its competitors, the Ashby and

District hubnmowoﬁ.md
the secretary, Mr. G. J. , of

Ellistown, assures me that there is the pros-
pect of an excellent competition during the en-
suing season. Severul good clubs have been
admitted, briagin! the total to fifteen

B Wb nncnbasonn

a_ b




ester Journal - Friday 28 May 1897 < | PageBofs

ware. was BN i:gg—siowdbbv'nnmxm.
day when he to a :
A tasabion was paid to the fellow at the hospital.
FooTBALL. —A new 1
of the reserve teams. Club
and the Loughborough
has been Q%Ih

£35S i
2
F
i
-4

elected i
Sr Perenr’s C. L. B. OOIPA:!.—-A march out to the

iton Advertiser - Saturday 12 June 1897
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i"g;t - THE [TXITETI [CEAGITE,

. A Sl Int
Eis COUNTY RESERVE FIXTURES. Ex
;L The following are the fixtures aerranged for the B

inge Dok Reserve in connecticn with the [Caited l::.:
5 ounties’ [Leagnd: —
sy SEPTEMBER.

2 2 18—County Reserve v Sheffield Club....../ Away. S
%g ‘2.’ 26—County Reserve v. Sheffield United R.Home. e 3]

inge OCTOBER.
"é‘, 8 2—County Reserve v. Sheepbridge ...... Home. sut
2; 3 9—County Reserve v. Leicester Fosse...... Home. Dej

i ounty Reserve v. Matlock ............ Home.

l'u;ga ounty Reserve v. Loughborough......Home, 8.
n 3 NOVEMBER. e
53 1 6—Countyl Reserve v. Sheffield Wed. R ...Away.

7 1 20—County Reserve v. Sheffield Wed. R ...Home.

?g :: 27—[County Reserve v. Sheffield Club ...... Home.

DECEMBER.

4—County, Rererve v. Belper ............... Home.

m Reserve v. Sheepbridge ...... Away.

‘B tter Rl 27—County Reserve v. Matlock ............ Away.
PR JANUARY. .

1—County Reserve v. Sheffield United R.Away.

3. MORLEV'S. Reserve v. Leicester Fosse ...Away. |

uxton and LeL APRIL.

ch. Soore:— 11—County Reserve v. Belper ...............A Away.

— ] - o

Derby County Reserve United Counties League Fixture List 1897-98

September

18 | County Reserves v Sheffield Club Away

25 | County Reserves v Sheffield United R Home

October

2 County Reserves v Sheepbridge Home

9 County Reserves v Leicester Fosse Home

23 | County Reserves v Matlock Home

30 | County Reserves v Loughborough Home
November

6 County Reserves v Sheffield Wed. R. Away

20 | County Reserves v Sheffield Wed. R. Home




ronicle - Saturday 21 August 1897

LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

ce
ge
50
nd
le
he
to
ed
he
‘er
of
he
n-

[r.

———— - —— —— -—— ———

fixtures, all of which, with the I:icephon, t:lf course,
of the c uﬁ dates: are [nited gue matches :—

Sept. 4. away.

| Sept 11.—Shee bndge home.

Sept. 18.—Loughborough, home.

Oct. 2. Wednesday, home.
Oct. 9.—Derby Reserve, away.

Oct. 16. —Lelcestershxre Cup (first round).
Oct. 23.—Matlock, home.

Oct. 30.—Sheffield Club] away.

Nov 13.—Leicestershire Cup (second round).
Nov 20.—Belper, -away.

Nov 27.—Leicestershire- Cup (third round).
Dec. 4.—Sheffield Wednesday, away.

Jan. 8.—Sheffi~ld [United] home.

Jan. 15.—Belper, home

Jan. 22.—Derby, home.

Feb. 12.—Loug borou h, a.wa.y

Mar. 5.—Sheflield home.

Mar. 12.—Sheepbridge, away.

Mar. 19. —Lelcestershn'e Cup (cemi-final).
April 2.—Leicestershire Cup (final).

April 11.—Matlock, away.

Of the men who have sought fresh fields upon

- 4 A
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UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE)

LOUGHBOROUGH v. FOSSE RESERVES.
This match wu&nyod at W before a
moderate e ughborough a strong team,
M;ho o-badwdwumuﬂ;.hbm h
match was . a-
borough infring: Ph'r:Ruh‘lm—m | which
* Any club having an open datg, and their
team being engaged in this competition
it shall not be issible for
four players who shall have taken part

FIE. o
E:E.!w?

-
=
(%4

F the advantage of the wind first half, but
ey h were th..lrd. to get away, and Wrighs
through when off-side, after only a minute or
e B s :dm
w was a
onek.. & X ing, and from a
2 Uu"ul. - " l dl‘ ill. BII'II:V
Wﬁuﬂiﬂ‘”‘n‘l?y. “Tich’s™ yetura i out.
Loughborough bore down again, and a free
kickichuds.sm'immgeamn‘.uc}th ball
osse re-

being put in the met for the first goal.
ul.'uur but Swift shot badly, and a corner shorily
after dd ot avail them anything. The -
borough forwards raced down and tricked the Fosse
defence nicely. b.l‘.o Ro:!:::e’ah header do':: on the

be bar. ugh came again,
2 m.... ent i::n umnc" shot at Underwood.

“1HTC RECQCY
015 RESH

THIS DAY.
g W E
EACUE

WEDNESDAY RESERVE v. RESERVE.
jok-off, 3.30. Admissioa 3d., Boys 1d.

Page 1 of 12 \
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LOUGHBOROUGH v. FOSSE RESERVES

This match was played at Loughborough. before a moderate gate.
Loughborough had a strong team, and the Fosse had almost an amateur
eleven. The match was played under protest, through Loughborough
infringing Rule 7 of the League, which reads, “Any club having an open
date, and their reserve team being engaged in this competition on that
day, it shall not be permissible for them to play meet time four players
who shall have taken part in their preceding League fixture." The
Loughborough team included half a dozen players who took part in the
match against Gainsborough last Saturday. The Fosse had the advantage
of the wind first half, but Loughborough were the first to get away, and
Wright put through when off-side, after only a minute two's play. Then
Fosse bad a turn, but did not get dangerous, and play for a while was of a
rushing character. Loughborough going and from a capital pass by
Roulstone “Tich" headed in, Bailey heading away, "Tich's" return going out.
Loughborough bore down again, and secured a free kick for hands, a
scrimmage ensuing, and the ball being put in the net for the first goal.
Fosse retaliated, but Swift shot badly, and a corner shortly after did not
avail them anything. The Loughborough forwards raced down and tricked
the Fosse defence nicely. but Roulstone's header went on the top of the
bar. Loughborough came down again, and Roulstone got in a terrific shot
at Underwood,
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who was standing against the post, the force of the contact winding the
Fosse goalkeeper. Hodgkin gathered up the goal kick, and Roulstone
crossed to Smith, whose shot was picked up by Underwood. 'Tich's' return
flying wide. Fosse then woke up, and did a deal of passing. Swift brought
the ball In nicely, but Paget got it away, and another effort by Swift went
wide of the mark. A third attempt, however, created a demand for Fould's
service, the Loughborough custodian fisting out, and the home forwards
getting away. Pegg got offside, and Wright was charged in the back, but.
neither was penalised. Fosse got away, but were pulled up for off-side and
Loughborough became very dangerous from the free, Wright being
charged in the back just outside the penalty line. The free kick was futile
'Tich" sending over the bar. Fosse then commenced hostilities, but it was
some time ere Foulds was troubled Gillies with a splendid shot calling
upon him to clear from under the bar. Play was mostly of a scrambling
character, but ultimately Loughborough put in a pretty piece of passing,
and Smith had a grand chance, but be shot too high doing ditto a few
minutes later. Paget cut up a round of passing by the Fosse forwards,
“Tich” getting possession, and shooting over the bar at a great pace, the
interval coming with Loughborough leading by one goal to nil.

Shortly after resuming Cassell came into collision with Hardy and the
game to be suspended for repairs. Loughborough got away and
Underwood saved magnificently a shot from the centre. They followed
this up with a smart effort, Roulston putting the ball grandly for goal, and
Wright. In attempting to touch it through, kicked in the wrong direction.
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Fosse raced away. but Riley sent wide, and then “Tich” dodged his way
through and shot for goal. A minute the Loughborough forwards went
down in line, and the Fosse goalkeeper saved splendidly from Wright, no
other forward being in position to return the ball into the net. Success,
however, came to Loughborough a minute later. Smith centred from off
the line, the ball being headed out to Roulstone who shot sharply back
and found the net. For some reason the Fosse appealed against a goal,
without avail. Loughborough were doing nearly all the attacking, but Fosse
got away, and secured an ineffective corner. Loughborough, however,
held the Fosse forwards well in check and repeated attacks were made on
the visitor's goal. “Tich" was once roughly rolled over near the goal-line. An
appeal for a penalty went unheeded, but a moment or two later Bailey
was penalised for foul on, Smith. This resulted in the latter putting the ball
right into goal, for Pegg to touch through for the third geal. Riley made a
couple of capital efforts, and gave Foulds a difficult shot, but were all over
the Fosse, the whole of the forwards bearing down strongly. Bailey was
forced to concede a corner, which was followed another, conceded by
Underwood. This was well placed by Smith, and the bail was rushed
through for the fourth goal. Swift took up the running for the Fosse, and
centred, bon there was no one handy to take advantage of it. The Fosse
front rank, however, came down, and secured a corner, which was of no
avail, and at the other end Smith screwed the ball in grandly, Underwood
saving and Wright a minute later shooting across the goal. The end came
with the score:

LOUGHBOROUGH, four goals;

FOSSE, none.
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