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Loughborough Herald & North Leicestershire Gazette -  23 September 1886 



 
Leicester Daily Mercury - 8 October 1886 

 

 

 
Leicester Journal – 15 October 1886 

 

 

Two new footballs have been provided this week by the Town [Uppingham] Improvement Committee for 

the use of the youngsters on the Recreation-ground. We need scarcely add they have been received with 

the greatest satisfaction. 

Leicester Chronicle – 16 October 1886 

 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - 28 October 1886 

 

 

LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN v KEGWORTH (ST. ANDREW'S) FOOTBALL CLUB.  

Sir,—l see by your last week's issue that the umpire of the Kegworth team (Kr. Helmsley), has taken the 

matter up in their behalf. He asks you to allow him to confirm and also to correct a few of my statements. 

He does confirm one statement I then made which was "We also scored in the first half," and which he says 

was not disputed. I beg to inform Mr Helmsley that it was our first goal they did dispute, and not the 

second, and our opponents wasted a considerable amount of time In trying to upheld their objection to the 

referee eventually allowed us the goal, and some of them then wished to object to the referee after the 

game had been going for some time, simply because he gave a verdict against them. They were, however, 

silenced by some of the milder members of their team, and play was resumed, but even then, they said 

they would consider it a disputed goal, and now Mr Hemsley with his marvellously retentive memory comes 

forward and states that they did not object to our first goal. Our second goal was not disputed at all and I 

never before heard that Gadsby or any other player fouled the ball. Then Mr Hemsley’s confirmation 

ceases, why does he not confirm or contradict my statement that their players deliberately kicked out the 

ball to waste time? Why does he not confirm or contradict my statement that one of their back players 

deliberately handled the ball in front of the goal because he thought it probable that we should score again. 

I also made other statements which he neither confirms or contradicts. He then accuses one of our players 

of using foul language I may say, Sir, I never heard the expression complained of, and I do not believe it was 

used by one of the players. I refrained from quoting the foul expression used by our opponents, and I shall 



still do so. I must also repeat my statement that I only saw one of their men knocked down during the 

whole of the game. My eyesight, I may say, is perfectly good, and I never saw five of their players lamed. I 

would ask Mr Hemsley how many are there who come out of a football match without some slight injury? It 

is very easy to say that five of their men were lamed, and it is very hard to contradict it, but I will tell you one 

case I did see. The game was proceeding very nicely, when of a sudden the umpire’s whistle was blown, and 

the game stopped. One of the Keyworth players was lying on the ground, and the umpire ran for some 

brandy. I asked the man how he had been hurt, because when he lay down there was no one within ten 

yards of him. He said, “I felt funny all over.” However, the brandy arrived shortly afterwards, and this 

“funny” feeling left him instanter. I suppose Mr Hemsley would lay that to the rough play of our men, and 

also count him amongst the wounded. But I any were hurt it was not very seriously for they all played on 

until time was called. Your correspondent then quotes what he terms “one of our cowardly tricks.” Well, Sir, 

noting could be more cowardly than the tactics with which I have previously charged them, and which have 

not been contradicted, for the simple reason that they are known to be perfectly true. I also beg to remind 

Mr Hemsley that I never said that the dispute could be borne out by the spectators, because I know quite as 

well as he does that they have nothing to do with the game. What I said was that “my statement would be 

borne out by the spectators, and also by a representative of the press.” As to their breaking away, and 

being called back for a foul which had been passed over about four minutes, or for off-side, I wish to state 

most emphatically that we never had a foul which had been passed over for minutes. The idea xxx, to 

anyone who knows anything about football s most absurd, and how could they be called back for off-side I 

they broke away with the ball? If the ball went out with them they could not be called back, but if they went 

begore it, quite right that they should be stopped. As to his statement that they could beat us seven to 

none, I should like to know where they have beaten any Loughborough team at all, except Old 

Loughburians. I shall not waste any more of your valuable time and space either now or on any future 

occasion by replying to any more of his absurd statements, beyond informing Mr Hemsley that he may 

consider the return match cancelled, as our players do not wish for ant broken bones, and some of them  

have already been threatened with violence when they visit Kegworth. I therefore think the quietest and 

best way to settle the while affair will be to forego the match. I thank you, in anticipation for the insertion 

hereof, and reman, 

Yours faithfully 

HARRY JACKSON 

Hinckley News – 6 November 1886 

   

 
Leicester Journal – 19 November 1886 

 
 



 

A QUARTER of a century ago football was confined to public schools, with the exception perhaps of a rough-

and-tumble sort of affair which took place annually on Shrove Tuesday in such towns as Nuneaton, 

Atherstone, Derby, and Ashborne. These scrimmages, for they were nothing more, were very different to 

the game as played in these highly civilised times ; each school had its different rules, and the game was on 

a level with hockey, prisoners' base, and other winter amusements. Since then, however, to use a saying 

attributed to Prince Bismarck, a good deal has happened, and we now find partisans of the noble game 

arguing law before a learned judge, instead of buffeting one another and kicking the leather-encased 

bladder. It appears that the game has now reached such a perfection that there are what are called " 

professionals " connected with it. These are young men of considerable prowess and skill who play for 

money rather than amusement or shall we say both combined. It is of course the aim of each drib to win as 

often as possible, and the stronger the team the greater the probability of securing the victory. Hence long-

headed committee men take care to secure the services of as many hard-kicking " professionals " as 

possible. But these " hard-kickers," whether they be forwards or half-backs in the language of Rugby or 

goal-keepers and centres in the language of the Association, are not always gifted with prudence. They kick 

well but not always wisely. In other words, to use the appropriate phraseology of Judge Jordan, they are apt 

to be seduced from the path of virtue which has been marked out for them and to daily with other clubs 

with which they have no business. Hence these tears. A certain professional football player in the Potteries 

had pledged himself under a penalty of £5 not to play for any other club than the one to which he 

belonged, and which promised to reimburse him his railway fare and out of pocket expenses whenever he 

played for them. He chose, however, to play for another club against his friends, and if we read the report 

rightly got his ribs damaged, lost his situation and was made a defendant in a County Court action for the 

sum of five pounds. The judge held that the agreement was equitable and binding, and ordered the 

defendant to pay the penalty be had incurred. We have referred to this in interests of football players in 

this locality, but we cannot help expressing our regret that what was once the heartiest, healthiest and 

honestest open-air game in England, should be in danger of being demoralised by professionalism and all 

its attendant evils. 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch – 20 November 1886 

 



 
Leicester Chronicle - 11 December 1886 

 

 

 
Hinckley Times – 22 January 1887 

 



 
Leicester Journal - Friday 28 January 1887 

 

 
Leicester Journal – 11 February 1887 

 

[Sheepshed] FOOTBALL CLUB – The football season was brought to a conclusion by the match last 

Saturday. The receipts at the ates have been considerably less than in previous years, owing to the hard 

weather which prevailed for several weeks, and also to a number of clubs thus being unable to come and 

play their matches. Twelve first team matches have been played, including Loughborough, Mellors Limited 

(Notts), Hucknall, Kegworth and Hugglescote, of which six were won, three lost and three drawn the 

number of goals scored being, Sheepshed 42, opponents 28. The second team  have played five matches, 

winning fur and losing one and scoring 24 goals against their opponents’’ four, thus making the totals 

scored by the club 66 against their opponents’ 32. 

Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News – 31 March 1887 

 

 

 
Hinckley News - 30 July 1887 

 



 
Loughborough Herald & North Leicestershire Gazette - 11 August 1887 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


