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The 1889-90 Football Association Challenge Cup (more usually known as the FA Cup) was the 19th season
of the world's oldest football knockout competition. Blackburn Rovers won the competition for the fourth
time, beating The Wednesday 6-1 in the final at Kennington Oval in front of 20,000 spectators. The match
total of seven goals remains the record (equalled in the 1953 final) for the highest number of goals scored
in an FA Cup final. Blackburn's score of six goals remains the record (equalled by Bury in 1903 and by

Manchester City in 2019) for the most by one team in an FA Cup final.

Leicestershire Clubs and the Football Association Challenge Cup 1889-90

\ ' Date Home \ EN Match Details
2QR 28.10.1889 | Loughborough 2 |1 | Derby St Lukes Athletic  Grounds, Loughborough. Game
Coltman (1) | (0) | Smith ordered to be replayed by the FA due to the
Simpson Loughborough goalkeeper [Bosworth] having
played in six-a-side tournament in July
contrary to the rules of the Football
Association.
2QR 9.11.1889 | Derby St Lukes 2 0 | Loughborough Fine weather.
Orme ) | (0 Good number of spectators.
W Smith aet Extremely rough game.
Game was goal-less after 90 mins.

Loughborough granted a bye for 1QR

Loughborough became members of the English Football Association and consequently entry into the 1890-
91 Football Association Challenge Cup - the FA Cup. They were awarded a bye into the second qualifying
round - this was only the second season that included a series of qualifying rounds to determine qualifiers
for the actual Football Association Challenge competition itself. On Saturday 26 October 1889 Loughborough
became the first Leicestershire side to play in the world famous FA Cup competition when they faced Derby




St Luke's at the Athletic Ground. Loughborough won 2-1, with goals from Coltman and Simpson. St Luke's
captain raised an objection at the outcome, on the ground that G Bosworth, Loughborough'’s goalkeeper, had
played in a 6-a-side contest three months earlier during the close season, contrary to the rules of the Football
Association. The protest was sustained, and the game was replayed at Derby St Luke’s Peet Street Ground on
9 November. After yet another long struggle the game went into extra time where Derby scored in both
periods to go through 2-0 to the next round.

Deby St Luke’s were eliminated in the third qualifying round by Derby Midland - in what would be their final
appearance in the competition. It is worth noting that several books (eg Lost Teams of The Midlands) and
Wikipedia state that St Luke’s FC competed in the FA Cup between 1884 and 1888!

Derby St Luke's were founded in 1870 and nicknamed the Churchmen, the club's origins lay in connection
with the recently built St Luke's Church on Parliament Street. St Luke's was one of the founder members of
the Derbyshire Football Association in 1883. By the 1880s, they were entering the Derbyshire, Sheffield &
Hallamshire and Birmingham Senior Cup competitions. In the 1884-85 Birmingham Cup, they recorded a
13-1 away victory over Sawley Rangers. In November of that season, they lost 3-1 to the recently formed
Derby County in a Derbyshire Cup tie at the County Ground; 3,000 people watched what was both the
latter's first competitive match and their first home win.

St Luke's entered the FA Cup for the first time in 1884-85, and were drawn against Wolverhampton Wanderers
in the first round. After drawing 1-1 at Wolves' Dudley Road ground in front of a crowd of 3,100, St Luke's
won the replay in Derby 4-2. In the second round, they lost 1-0 against Walsall Swifts. They played in the FA
Cup for the next three seasons but lost in the first round on each occasion. In 1885-86, Wolves gained revenge
with a 7-0 win. In 1886-87 they faced Walsall Town, drawing 3-3 at home but losing 6-1 in the replay at The
Chuckery. In their final appearance in 1887-88, St Luke's lost 3-2 to local rivals Derby Junction, who went on
to reach the semi-finals of the competition. Qualifying rounds were introduced the following season, and St
Luke's were subsequently unsuccessful in reaching the competition proper, reaching the 2nd qualifying
round twice and the 3rd qualifying round on one occasion (1889-90).

Along with other local amateur clubs, St Luke's struggled to compete for players and support following the
emergence of Derby County, and particularly once the latter became a founder member of the Football
League in 1888. St Luke's joined the Combination as a founder member for the 1890-91 season, but they
failed to complete their fixtures and their record was expunged. They scratched their Derbyshire Cup tie and
the following season, 1891-1892, scratched before the draw of the first round. On St. Luke's demise, (Derby)
St. Luke's Sunday School took the decision to shorten their name from 1892-1893. Olive Street, a cul-de-sac
was built across the site of their former ground.

Match Reports

LOUGHBOROUGH

NATIONAL FOOTBALL COMPETITION— Loughborough v St Luke’s— The tie between these clubs for the
second round of the Association Cup decided on the Athletic Ground Loughborough on Saturday. Despite
inclement weather there was a numerous attendance, and the greatest enthusiasm was manifested by the
spectators during progress of the game. The local club were enabled to put a strong combination in the
field and the visitors were also represented by a capital eleven, whose scientific passing gave evidence of
careful training, though their shooting certainly faulty. The Loughborough players kicked off towards the far
end of the ground, and early in the game they provided employment for the opposing goal keeper. Both
sides played with much determination and the game provided plenty of excitement. It was near upon half-
time before an advantage was gained, Loughborough being the first to the through goal, by means of a
capital shot from Coltman, which Parsons failed to fist out. Derby got into combination after this, and some
clever crossing on the part of the players carried the ball near to the Loughborough goal several times.
Spiby, however, was invaluable in the position of back, and seldom failed to avert danger by his vigorous
kicking. Bosworth, too played his part with great credit in goal, and skilfully cleared the ball once or twice
before half-time. Ends being changed the game was resumed with Loughborough still in advance. Derby,
however, now began pressing hard for a considerable time the game was all in front of the Loughborough
goal. Bosworth saved very nicely, but soon after a free kick was the means of Smith crediting his side with a



goal. The score thus being equalised, the game became still more interesting. Gibson, Kelham, and Cross
several times did some smart work on the outsides, and, running the ball along very cleverly despite the
efforts of the Derby men to check them, dropped it nicely into the centre, but Orme invariably managed to
return it in the opposite direction. No further advantage being gained up to the expiration time, another
half-hour’s play was necessary and in the first quarter Cross got good a run on the left, and placing the ball
in the centre, Simpson completed the goal with a well-directed shot. After this the result never appeared in
doubt, the home team had all the best of the play. The Derby men came near to scoring once, but the goal
was disallowed through one of their players being off-side. As darkness was drawing on apace, the latter
part of the play was somewhat uncertain, but Loughborough maintained the advantage and won by two
goals to one. Players:- Loughborough: G Bosworth, goal; G Spiby, H Griffin, backs; W Cockain, A Peters, G
Price, half- backs; E Coltman, W Gibson, right wing; F W Simpson, centre; W Kelham, W Cross, left wing;
umpire, Mr William Cockain. Derby St Luke's : W E Parsons (captain) goal; W Dolman, B Orme, backs; VWV
Cotton, R Smith, J Lord, half-backs; G Halksworth, C Goadby, right wing; ] Houseley, centre; E Herrod and W
Smith, left; umpire Mr G Oakes. Referee, Mr H Shelton, Notts Rangers. The Derby players lodged an
objection against Bosworth (the Loughborough goal keeper) on the ground that he had played in six a-side
contest during the summer.

Leicester Advertiser - 2 November 1889

ENGLISH CHALLENGE CUP
ST. LUKE'S v LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN.
In fine weather, and in the presence of good number of spectators, the above teams met to contest their
undecided tie in the above competition. Both teams were well represented, though St. Luke's had made
considerable alterations in the positions of their team, whilst a familiar figure, in the person of Jammer
Smith, played centre for the visitors. St. Luke's started the game uphill, and against the wind, but despite
this disadvantage they were the first to get dangerous, Halksworth putting over the line. When the teams
had settled down bit, Loughborough got down the hill, and two unproductive corners fell them in
succession. Play then ruled pretty even for a time, but neither side showed much combination, and the
defence of both teams was superior to the attack. The visitors’ left wing, Cross, and Kelham, put in some
capital work, and from the latter Parsons saved in rare style. Dolman then cleared, and W. Smith got away.
Halksworth centred, and Herrod had a hard chance, but failed. Immediately afterwards the same player
had the goal his mercy, but failed to take advantage of his opportunities. Another corner and a foul
followed to Loughborough, but nothing came from either, and the game became extremely rough, so much
so fact that play had be suspended Loughborough then struggled hard to score, but was to no purpose,
and exceptionally rough match ended with the following result

St. Luke's 2

Loughborough 0
Players : St. Luke's : W. E. Parsons (capt.), goal; W. Dolman and B. Orme, backs; W. Cotton, H. Smith, and J.
Lord, half-backs; G. Halksworth and W, Smith, right wing: E. and J. Houseley, left wing; C. Goadsby, centre.
Loughborough Town: G. Wilders, goal; B Spibey, and H. Griffin, backs ; W. Cockain (capt.), A. Peters, and G.
Price, half-backs; W. Gibson and L. Rodgers, right wing; W. Kelham and W. Cross, left wing ; A. Smith, centre.
Umpires; Messrs. W. Cockain and G. Oakes.
Referee: Mr. H. Shelton, Nottingham.
Derby Daily Telegraph - 11 December 1899
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LOUGHBOROUGH

NATIONAL FOOTBALL COMPETITION— Loughborough v St
Luke’s— The tie between these clubs for the second round of the
Association Cup decided on the Athletic Ground Loughborough on
Saturday. Despite inclement weather there was a numerous
attendance, and the greatest enthusiasm was manifested by the
spectators during progress of the game. The local club were
enabled to put a strong combination in the field and the visitors
were also represented by a capital eleven, whose scientific passing
gave evidence of careful training, though their shooting certainly
faulty. The Loughborough players kicked off towards the far end
of the ground, and early in the game they provided employment
for the opposing goal keeper. Both sides played with much
determination and the game provided plenty of excitement. It was
near upon half-time before an advantage was gained,
Loughborough being the first to the through goal, by means of a
capital shot from Coltman which Parsons failed to fist out. Derby
got into combination after this, and some clever crossing on the
part of the players carried the ball near to the Loughborough goal
several times. Spiby, however, was invaluable in the position of
back, and seldom failed to avert danger by his vigorous kicking.
Bosworth, too played his part with great in goal, and skilfully
cleared the ball once or twice before half-time. Ends being
changed game was resumed with Loughborough still in advance.
Derby, however, now began pressing hard for a considerable time
the game was all in front of the Loughborough goal. Bosworth
saved very nicely, but soon after a free kick was the means of
Smith crediting his side with a goal. The score thus being
equalised, the game became still more interesting. Gibson,
Kelham and Cross several times did some smart work on the
outsides, and, running the ball along very cleverly despite the
efforts of the Derby men to check them, dropped it nicely into the
centre, but Orme invariably managed to return it in the opposite
direction. No further advantage being gained up to the expiration
time, another half-hour’s play was necessary and in the first
quarter Cross got good run on the left, and placing the ball in the
centre, Simpson completed the goal with a well-directed shot.
After this the result never appeared doubt, the home team had all
the best of the play. The Derby men came near to scoring once,
but the goal was disallowed through one of their players being off-
side. As darkness was drawing on apace, the latter part of the play
was somewhat uncertain, but Loughborough maintained the
advantage and won by two goals to one. Players:- Loughborough:
G Bosworth, goal; G Spiby, H Griffin, backs; W Cockain, A Peters, G
Price, half- backs; E Coltman, W Gibson, right wing; F W Simpson,
centre; W Kelham, W Cross, left wing; umpire, Mr William Cockain.
Derby St Luke's : W E (captain) goal; W Dolman, B Orme, backs; W
Cotton, R Smith, J Lord, half-backs; G Halksworth, C Goadby, right
wing; ] Houseley, centre; E Herrod and W Smith, left; umpire Mr G
Oakes. Referee, Mr H Shelton, Notts Rangers. The Derby players
lodged an objection against Bosworth (the Loughborough goal
keeper) on the ground that he had played in six a-side contest
during the summer.

Leicester Advertiser - 2 November 1889
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ENGLISH CHALLENGE CUP
ST. LUKE'S v LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN.

In fine weather, and in the presence of good number of
spectators, the above teams met to contest their undecided tie in
the above competition. Both teams were well represented,
though St. Luke's had made considerable alterations in the
positions of their team, whilst a familiar figure, in the person of
Jammer Smith, played centre for the visitors. St. Luke's started
the game uphill, and against the wind, but despite this
disadvantage they were the first to get dangerous, Halksworth
putting over the line. When the teams had settled down bit,
Loughborough got down the hill, and two unproductive corners
fell them in succession. Play then ruled pretty even for a time,
but neither side showed much combination, and the defence of
both teams was superior to the attack. The visitors' left wing,
Cross, and Kelham, put in some capital work, and from the latter
Parsons saved in rare style. Dolman then cleared, and W. Smith
got away. Halksworth centred, and Herrod had a hard chance,
but failed. Immediately afterwards the same player had the goal
his mercy, but failed to take advantage of his opportunities.
Another corner and a foul followed to Loughborough, but
nothing came from either, and the game became extremely
rough, so much so fact that play had be suspended




for few minutes owing to Herrod getting hurt from foul charge. A few
minutes before the interval Parsons was repeatedly called upon to
save, but he was always equal to the occasion, and half-time arrived
without a point being scored on either side. On resuming Herrod went
straight down and shot into goal. Wilders fisted out, and
Loughborough took a foul without anything accruing. The “Saints” then
went down the hill, and Halksworth centred nicely, but once more
Herrod shot outside, and Smith headed over. Fouls and appeals were
the order of the day, and Peters, the visitors’ centre half, retired for few
minutes, having received nasty cut on the forehead. Soon after, both
goals had a narrow escape, but the ball would not go through, and the
game proceeded in rough and tumble style. Goadsby now retired from
centre forward, and Houseley took his place. Luke's then had the best
of the game, but Spibey, Griffin, and Price defended admirably, and
saved some clinking shots. More fouls followed, and the referee had a
lively time of it. Five minutes from the finish Luke's made a big effort,
and Halksworth shot through, but he was palpably off-side, and the
point was promptly disallowed. Loughborough then took the ball to
the opposite end, but the right wing shot over, and time arriving
without anything transpiring, the referee ordered the teams play an
extra] half hour. Just before the first quarter had expired. Luke’s got a
free kick in midfield, and Orme putting it in with precision, the ball was
rushed through, amid great applause. The teams then crossed over,
and Parsons saved grandly. Then the Saints dashed up the hill,
Halksworth centring finely W. Smith scored second goal.

Derby Daily Telegraph - 11 December 1899
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Loughborough then struggled hard to score, but was to no
purpose, and exceptionally rough match ended with the
following result

St. Luke's 2

Loughborough 0

Players : St. Luke's : W. E. Parsons (capt.), goal; W. Dolman and B.
Orme, backs; W. Cotton, H. Smith, and J. Lord, half-backs; G.
Halksworth and W, Smith, right wing: E. and J. Houseley, left
wing; C. Goadsby, centre.

Loughborough Town: G. Wilders, goal; B Spibey, and H. Griffin,
backs ; W. Cockain (capt.), A. Peters, and G. Price, half-backs; W.
Gibson and L. Rodgers, right wing; W. Kelham and W. Cross, left
wing ; A. Smith, centre.

Umpires; Messrs. W. Cockain and G. Oakes.

Referee: Mr. H. Shelton, Nottingham.
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