English Challenge (FA) Cup 1891-92
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THE FINAL TIE OF THE ASSOCIATION CUP COMPETITION AT EENNINGTON OVATL.

Illustration of the match by Stephen Dadd

Winner: West Bromwich Albion
Runner-Up: Aston Villa

160 clubs entered the first qualifying of the 1891-92 Football Association Cip competition. Leicestershire
were again represented by two teams- Leicester Fosse and Loughborough AFC. Matches were scheduled to
be played at the home ground of the team named first on the date specified for each round, which was
always a Saturday. Some matches, however, could be rescheduled for other days if there were clashes with
games for other competitions or the weather was inclement. If scores were level after 90 minutes had been
played, a replay would take place at the ground of the second-named team later the same week. If the
replayed match was drawn further replays would be held until a winner was determined. If scores were
level after 90 minutes had been played in a replay, a 30-minute period of extra time was played.

The 1892 FA Cup final was contested by West Bromwich Albion and Aston Villa at the Kennington Oval on
19 March 1892. This was the last FA Cup Final to be played at Kennington Oval due to the Surrey Cricket
authorities becoming increasingly alarmed at the large crowds now being attracted to the main game in the
footballing calendar. Albions form throughout the league season had been erratic and Villa supporters felt
that all they had to do was turn up and the cup was theirs for the taking. West Bromwich Albion won 3-0,
with goals by Alfred Geddes, Sammy Nicholls and Jack Reynolds. Villa began brightly on a warm, sunny day
which helped swell the attendance to almost 33,000, but Albion had an early surprise in store and after just
4 minutes took the lead. Villa fought back hard but they found the Albion keeper Joe Reader in tremendous
form. Albion then made it 2-0 on the 27 minute mark and 10 minutes into the 2nd half, Villa's last hopes




disappeared when Albion went 3 up. Albion defended resolutely to see out the game with a clean-sheet and
return with the cup to their Stoney Lane home. This was the first FA Cup Final in which goal-nets were used.

Match Results and Details

Date

1QR | 3.10.1891

\ Home

Leicester Fosse
Nuttall
Herrod

Away

Small Heath
Hands
Millard

AN Others
Wheldon (2)

Match Details

Aylestone -road Ground (Grace-road).
Crowd was small given the importance of
the game.

Game commenced at 3.10 pm

Fosse were outplayed and outclassed.
Small Heath [Birmingham City] were
elected to the Second Division of the
Football League at the end of the season
having finished 3™ in the Football Alliance.

2QR | 24.10.1891

Loughborough
Carnelly (5)
Smith

Freestone

Hereford

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough

2,000 spectators.

Albert Carnelly scored 5 goals for the Luffs.
Hereford player carried off the ground
following an accident late into the second
half.

3QR | 14.11.1891

Brierley Hill

Alliance

Loughborough

The match was  contested by
Loughborough Athletic, as the first team
played Leicester Fosse in the Midland
League.

Alliance goal-keeper was not troubled at all
during the first half.
Loughborough's  goal-keeper
number of spectacular saves.

made a

Loughborough given a bye in 1QR

In their second Football Association Challenge Cup competition the Fosse were drawn at home against
Small Heath of the Football Alliance. Few spectators were present at the Aylestone-road cricket ground
[Grace Road] to witness this one-sided encounter, Small Heath scored 5 before half-time. The Fosse rallied
in the second, managing to score twice - through Nuttall and Herrod - but were heavily defeated 6-2.

Loughborough were given a bye in the first qualifying round. In the second they easily overcame Hereford
at the Athletic Ground, Loughborough in front of 2,000 spectators. Albert Carnelly scored 5 times for the
Luffs. The third qualifying round clash away at Brierley Hill Alliance clashed with Loughborough’s Midland
League encounter with the Fosse. Prioritising the Midland League, they sent the “Athletic”, their reserve
team, who were slaughtered 7-0.

Match Reports
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Leicester Daily Post - 7 October 1891
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ENGLISH CUP TIES,

SECOND QUALIFYING ROUND

LOUGHBUROUGH v. HEREFORD.

th. and Carneliey all sried shots, but
Play was counfined w0 she vsitors' for some minwbos,
until the o ntre and left W broke away, Kelham

repulsed, and kicked the meo territory.
a good run lor Hereford, bot & pulled

and returned the ball. Lowe ran au:fi righ
Carneilay, who shot the sixth goal for
k  On resuming the Loughberough for-
up 1n a body, and Freestone the
g\an a corper fell to I‘TM

;
:

i

sad was followed by a free Juck
for the home team, but the ball was
m away. The urxt nvteworthy incident was a m
id bit of mby the Loughborough forwards.

to aelley, who shot across the moush of the

and Lows made a shot which the godlkesper re-
pulsed. Some interesting play followed, whea a corner
placed by Lowe, but immediately kicked ous
of dun?ml by Bailey. Following this a free
kick fell to  Heref but  mothi came

of it. Val Sinith shot over cross bar, a few
seconds later repeated the ormance. The ball was
earried to the other end the field, and Hereford
made a desperate attrmpt to score, but Cross ran up the
left wing, and centred. Several of the Loughborough
tried shota, which were stopped by the visitors’
The Hereford right win‘;ude a capital run, and the
ng:l'k.npn {(Tomlinson) left his post an(tl" kicked away.
is point the game was stopped an accident
to a member of the Hereford team, who was carried
off the ground, and attended to by Di Eddowes
Play was resumed in a few minutes, but the remainder
gawe was quiet, and it closed as follows :
LotensorotrGH, seven goal ;
HER¥PORD, none,

Plzm 1= Loughborough : Tomlinson, goal ; “ﬂ:r
and R. Barker, halvea : Smith, Plackett, and .
ham, three-quarters: Lowe, Cross, V. Smith, Car-
nelley, .d1m&o.e. forwards. Hereford : Barber,
zual; W, Haolford and Cole, halves ; A. Owen, Bailey,
snd Waluu, three quarters; Mereweather, B. Sharp,
Sharp, O'Neill, anad Thomas, forwards,

‘

8

Leicester Daily Post - 26 October 1891




BRIRRLEY HILL ALLIANCE v. LOUGHROROUGH.—At Brier
T1ill. befora s fa:r muster. On account of the match being look
upon as a soft thing for the home teawn, very little outside interest
was evineed in the result. The game justified their expectations,
as the Loughborough team were overplayed at every point of the
game, and have a lot to learn before they can hope to rank asa
first-class Assoeintion football club. The home side played against
the wind in the first half, but they were not seriously hampered
thereby, as they kogt pratty much in the visitors’ quarters: in
fact. their own snal.keeper was not once czlled upon to save his
goal, whilst the Loughborongh custodian was twice b by 1
home forwards and ends were changed by Brierley Hill leading by
two goals to nons. In the second hall the home had matters
all their own way, and scored five goals. a very one-sided game
:.:din: in an easy victory for Brierley Hill Alliance by seven goals

none,

Sporting Life - 16 November 1991




