English Challenge (FA) Cup 1895-96

1896 FA Cup Final at Crystal Palace

Winner: The Wednesday
Runner-Up: Wolverhampton Wanderers

Clubs competed for a new trophy, which remains the oldest surviving FA Cup trophy, although it was retired
from use in 1910.

No less than 5 Leicestershire teams - Coalville Town, Hinckley Town, Leicester Fosse, Leicester YMCA, and
Loughborough - entered the 1895-96 FA cup competition.

Coalville Town were draw away to Notts Wanderers in the preliminary
qualifying round. After negotiations, the Wanderers agreed to play the cup
tie at Coalville. Kick off was delayed until 4 pm due to the latte arrival of
the visitors. Coalville won easily and were drawn at home against Leicester
YMCA in the first qualifying round. Unfortunately, due to a knee injury to
one of their forwards, YMCA were down to 10 men after just 10 minutes in
their tie at the Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville. Perhaps not
surprisingly given both home advantage and an extra player, Coalville went
through to the Second Qualifying Round. Again, drawn at home, they were
well beaten by Kettering in front of 1,000 spectators.

Kettering eliminated both Loughborough, in the third qualifying round,
and Leicester Fosse, who had easily overcome Hinckley Town, in the fourth
and final qualifying round. Newton Heath beat Kettering 2-1 at home in the
First Round.

The final took place on Saturday, 18 April 1896 at Crystal Palace. Fred Spiksley was the star of the show,
scoring the two goals that gave the Wednesday a 2-1 win. Within the first minute, a run by Harry Davis, the



outside-right, set up Spiksley to slot home the first. David Black soon equalised for Wolves with a cunning
hook close to the post. Spiksley however smashed a shot against the upright which bounced into the goal
and then out again. The referee gave a goal. The score stayed the same until the final whistle to give

Wednesday their first FA Cup win.

Results and Match Details

Date | Home 7\7 Away Match Details
5.10.1895 Prelimin | Coalville Town 4 1 Notts Wanderers Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville.
Benistone (3) | (0) | AN Other Notts had the choice of venue having been
Dicken drawn out of the hat first. However, after
Orton negotiations Wanderers indicated their
Cliff willingness to visit Coalville.
Fair number of spectators. Rain fell heavily.
Notts arrived late delaying kick off until
after 4 pm.
12.10.1895 | 1QR Coalville Town 2 0 Leicester YMCA Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville.
C Benistone Gate lower than expected due to excursion
Gibblin trains being run to the fair in Leicester.
Within the first few minutes YMCA were
down to 10 men as forward Tyler retired
with a twisted knee
12.10.1895 | 1QR Leicester Fosse 4 | 0 | Hinckley Town Played on “Fair Saturday.”
McArthur “Small” crowd - ¢.2,500
Trainer (2) A one-sided encounter - with “no small
Bishop amusement caused by the helpless way in
which some of the visitors allowed
themselves to be tricked.”
12.10.1895 | 1QR Loughborough AFC | 5 | 2 | Bulwell United
Dickson (2), Cotterill Richardson, Day
(2), Middleton
2.11.1895 | 2QR Coalville Town 0 |4 Kettering Town Wagon and Horses Ground, Coalville/
McMain (pen) ¢. 1,000 spectators
Dickson Coalville were without Bunting, who had
AN Others missed his train at Burton.
F Hardner (referee)
2.11.1895 | 2QR Leicester Fosse 3 |1 | Hucknall StJjohns Hucknall arrived late - kick-off was delayed
Manson AN Other until 3.15 pm.
Trainer
Hibberd
2.11.1895 | 2QR Loughborough 0 | 0 | Newstead Byron Athletic Grounds, Loughborough.
Very small gate.
6.11.1895 | 2QRr Newstead Byron 0 |1 Loughborough
Rose
23.11.1895 | 3QR Kettering Town 2 | 1 | Loughborough Kettering led 2-0 at half-time. Having had
AN Other Ward one goal disallowed for offside
McMain
23.11.1895 | 3QR Kimberley 1 3 | Leicester Fosse A “fairly large continent” of Fosse
Lilley MacArthur (2) supporters made the journey.
AN Other Game played on a “village field.”
14.12.1896 | 4QR Leicester Fosse 1 |2 | Kettering Town Kettering were unbeaten all season.
Dorrell Whitehouse (5 mins) Ground was very heavy.
AN Other Game kicked-off at 2.15 pm.

Match Reports
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Burton Chronicle - 10 October 1895

LeicEsTER Fosst pEAT HiNCcKLEY TowN,—With the result of
this mntoh a foregoue conclusion, scarcely more than 2,000
ogocuton attondod the Leicester eoclosure, to witness
this game. At hulf-time Posso led by two goals, and the second
tage of the game was all in favourof the Iosss, the ball be:
seldom out of the Hinckley heif. The tosse repeatedly utuck:‘.
but by packing their goal the visiters for a time kept their oppo-
nrents out, Hands nst Hinck/ey in front of their goal led up to
Bishop rushing the ball through, whilst in the last five m nutes a
pretiy stroke of play between ‘Irainer and M'Arthur resulted 1n
the liter bundling the ball past Chariton, Fosse won the muteh
I’y 4 goals to nothing, a scoroe which very much underrates their
superiority over their opponents. )

Sporting Life - 14 October 1895
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Y M.C A. won the tom, but chose to play against
the slope wn the first half. There was rather a
strong breeze, but it blew almost straight across
the ground. Cuwlvilie were the firmt to ect on
" the ageressive. and in the first two or three minutes
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narrow escape. Tiler then returned to the tie'd,
and sane pretty passing was seen by the Y. MCA.
forwards. but «n each coowsion thev were pulled
up by the Cumlville backs. who were paying a
" strong geme. By means of a free kick. the heme
team placed the Reds on the defensive, and some
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Leicester Daily Post -14 October 1895

Athletic News - Monday 14 October 1895



| Coarvicig v, KErtERiNG.—At Coalville, The hcmesido at-
| tacked first without success, and after Ficken bad saveu twice i1n
succession M°3Main scored (rom a peraity for Kettering, Direct!
aflterwards Dickson headed through for a secor.d no:r, then -
ville missed easy chances of e(:reninx their account fromn coruers,
At the interval thevisilois led by twogoals, and goiug on they at
once pressed—Nichols saving o warm shot. From a corner the
ball was headed through for Kettering, then from a centre from
Dicksen visitors oltained a further point, The visitors had the
best of the closing stages of the match, which they won by four
goals to nothing.

Sporting Life - 4 November 1895

LRICESTRER T08sg v. HUCKNALL ST. JonN's.—On the Walnut-
street Ground, Leicester. Owing to accidents tlie home club was
without 8kea, Gallacher. and Baird, whose pluces were occupied
Ly reservo team men, After ezch in turn had pressed, Fosse made
repested attacks npon the visitora’ citadel with considerable vigour,
Hunt elfected several really clever saves, bLut eventually Jai.es
sprinted down the wing beicre passing to Trainer. The latter took
up the running and centred for Manson to scorea very tine goal,

osge returncd (0 the at ack, and just belore the rest was taken
Hil berd received a pass from Mauson, and sccred with a shot
with which the St. Jokn's custodiau bad no chance of dmlmﬁ
with, Bauminf. the Fosse went awsy with a rattle, Manson a
but scoring in the firet minute with a Tast shot which grazed the
side of the net. The Fosse lorced four corners in quick suc:ession
and a spell of exciting play ensued in front of the Hucknrall goal,
The backs successfully doslt with the atiack, but a little later
Traiver received a correct contre from Bishop. and Leaded into the
net. Afllerwardsthe St, Joln's forwards came again, and Murphy
scored, The remainder of the play was greatly in favour of the
Fosse, who won the match by tiiree goals to cne,

Sporting Life - 4 November 1895

LoCGRroROUGH v, N5 STEAD By RON.—Uniy a moderate come
g:ny witnessed this match, on tho Athleiic Groun.s. Lougn.-

rough. The howe sido forced the gau:e at the outset, but failed
to get past the Nawstead defence, and by a series of long kicks
werked their wey down, tut Butler shot out. The Lu:s then
atiacked  vigorously, and the Newstead Lacl's defended in
brilliant fsshion, and prevented seversl excellent shots from taking
el’ect, Allbough continming to kave much the best of the game,
the Lufls weie unable to open their account up to the interval,
After crossing over the hon.es:ide took up the attack, but Boot shot
wide. Bull sent ina heauty which Feat the Newstead custodian,
but the le/t l ack rushed upard headed away in the nick of time,
The bome side continued to bave wuch the best of the plvy, but
d:arlssed remarkable weikness in front of geal. In crder, if pos-
sible, to siall off defeat, the St. Jokhn's fre: uently kicked ont, and,
to the evident suryrise of the Lough! orough partisans, the end
came with the resulta draw, Noscore,

Sporting Life - 4 November 1895
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All tho scoring was done in the fire: hall, M-Main obiainod Keb
tering's (irst goal three minutes from the start, the same
being responsible for the second half an hour later. Juston the
interval Ward got by the home backs and scored L ughborough's
one and only gual. The second half wus hetly contested, but no
roint was reg stered, time being called just as had
o g g W MM R sy

feree, Mr, son, Birin 3 r—

KEBITERING.—Perki Wmhnd and Draper (backs
Rk eie Gl Fhi e sl

, M"Main (centre), Miller and Dix E
Louvan .—Monteith (goal), Berry and Swilt (backs

Rou.u %,331:?:,:"“ lol:m‘illon (hn)lr.lne.l:&. Mollors nMDnt
son (right), Clark (centre), Bul! and W, Ward (left),

Sporting Life - 25 November 1895

KIMBERLEY v. LEICESTER FOSSE,

At Kimbwll‘. before 2,000 spcotators, Leicester early dm
superior form, but they failed to break th: the home
until near the closo of the first half. Then M‘Arthur charged Kim-
perioy’s keeper through, but the Lome players immediately
equalised. M'Arthur obtained a second goal for the visitors, who
led at half-time by two to one, In the second half Leicester Posse
had much the best of matters, and gained another poiut, Rowley
putting the ball t h his own goal, and the result was—Lej-
cester Fosse, three ; Kimberley, none, s

Sporting Life - 25 November 1895




Sporting Life - 16 December 1895



