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NOTHING BETTER THAN

JOHEIN PIGGOTT.

English Challenge (FA) Cup 1896-97

HIT OF THE SEASON.
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Winner:
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Everton

Leicestershire were represented by Coalville Town, Hinckley Town, Leicester Fosse and Loughborough.
Hinckley Town were knocked out in the first qualifying round by Bulwell. Coalville, who were given a bye
into the next round, were slaughtered 6-1 at home by Swadlincote in the second qualifying round.

Loughborough entered the competition in the third qualifying round. They were drawn away against
Mansfield, who had resigned from the Midland League at the end of the 1895-96 due to financial reasons,
and caused a cup shock by beating the Second Division side.

Leicester Fosse were yet again eliminated by Kettering in the final qualifying round, after beating Bulwell

and Wellingborough.

The 1897 FA Cup final was contested by Aston Villa and Everton at Crystal Palace. Aston Villa won 3-2, with
goals by John Campbell, Fred Wheldon and Jimmy Crabtree. Everton's goals came from Jack Bell and Dickie
Boyle. With results elsewhere going their way, Villa confirmed their status as League champions on this day.
This makes them the only team to date to achieve the league and cup "double" on the same day.

Results and Match Details

Date \ Home \ Away Match Details
1QR 10.10.1896 | Bulwell United 2 1 Hinckley Town
Kiddier (2) AN Other
2QR | 31.10.1896 | Coalville 1 1 Swadlincote Good number of spectators.

Due to a mix-up in communication, the
scheduled referee, Mr. Alan Lovell, was




absent, resulting in a friendly match being
played instead. The error originated with
Coalville Town's initial oversight and was
compounded by the Football Association
secretary, Mr. Wall, who mistakenly sent Mr.
Lovell's appointment notification to Mr.
Carpenter in Lincoln rather than Leicester.
Consequently, Mr. Lovell never received the
notification and bears no responsibility for
his non-appearance

2QR | 7.11.1896 | Coalville Town 1 6 | Swadlincote Good number of spectators.
Wet weather
Coalville’s only goal was scored in the final
minute of the game.
3QR | 21.11.1896 | Leicester Fosse 3 11 Bulwell United Bulwell brought about 400 spectators even
Lord (M) | (1) | Gadsby though attendance was less than 1,000.
Freebairn (2) Game kicked off at 2.45.
Heavy ground.
Bulwell scored the first goal - half-time; 1-1.
3QR | 21.11.1896 | Mansfield Town 2 |1 | Loughborough AFC Large attendance.
Walker (1) | (1) | Andrews (6 min)
Burton
4QR | 12.12.1896 | Wellingborough 2 | 3 | Leicester Fosse 1,500 spectators.
Town McMillan Special trains took 200 Fosse enthusiasts to
AN Others Dorrell Wellingborough
Freebairn Strong wind
Fosse led 2-1 at half-time
5QR 2.1.1897 Kettering Town 2 1 Leicester Fosse Played at North Park.
Ball Dorrell Cold, frosty weather.
Pell 6,000 -7,000 spectators (900 from Leicester)

Fosse’s planned Football League fixture
against Manchester City had to be
rearranged.

Match Reports

BULWELL UNITED v. HINCKLEY TOWN.

At Bulwell. The visitors won the toss, and the
home team faced the sun. The game opened Wory
even, each gide looking dangerons. Rose had a grand
opportunity to score, but his shot wen# high over,
while at the other end the visitors sccured a corner.
which was wel] cleared. Kiddier ecored grandly for
the home team after half an hour's play. Interval:
1 goal each.

The second half opened very fast and even. Rach
gide played finely. Kid scored for Bulwell after
20 minutes’ play. loud ring greeting this per-
formance. .Bulwell pressed geverely, but could nob
add to their score, the Hinckley custodian eaving
finely. Sykes, the home goalkeeper, now saved
grandly. from the Town left, who were playing much
gz:)ter, but soon died away, and the home team won.
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Hinckley .

Sheffield Daily Telegraph - 12 October 1896
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Sheffield Daily Teegraph - 2 November 1896

ENGLISH ASSOCIATION CUP.

Qraurvixa Courerimion—2xn Rovsn,
-

COALVILLE ». SWADLINCOTE.

This tie in Diviion 4 should have been played ot
Cualville on Saturday week, but the appoiuted
referee (Mr Lovell, of Leiocoster), failed to turn up,
aud a friendly game was play~l, the result bing a
draw of one goal el The tie was consequently
played on Satvrday on the Coalville groand, in the
presenon of 4 good pumber of supportem of each
cluby, 1n wet weather, Even exchanges characterised
the opening play.  Swadlineote seored a quarter-
of an-hour fnaa the start. Coalville afterwards
:gxnmtly kicked the ball theough the m. but

e referve ruled otherwme,  The scoond was
greatly i favour of Swadlinecte, Sconng from a
corner, they rapidly added foar more goals.  Coal-
ville scored a minute feom i, Result—

SWADLINCOTE ... WSO 6
COALVILLE ..cvieninerinineine §

Burton Chronicle - Thursday 12 November 1896

Sprting Life - 23 November 1896




Sheffield Daily Telegraph - 23 November 1896

WELLINGROROUGH TOWN v. LEICESTER
FOSSE.

At Wellingborough.  Rain fell throughout the
mateh, and the ground was in bad condition.
Wellingberough scored in a minute through \Walker.
but before the interval McMillan equalised and
Connelly increased the lead.  T'he sccond half was
evenly contested, each defence heing hard pressed.
Frecbairn added a third goal, but Wellinghorough
agunin retaliated by Murray and afterwards had
hard lines. Tina! result—DYosse three goals, Wel-
lingborough two. -

Derby Daily Telegraph - 14 December 1896
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