
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1896-97 

 

 

Winner:  Aston Villa 

Runner-Up: Everton 

 

Leicestershire were represented by Coalville Town, Hinckley Town, Leicester Fosse and Loughborough. 

Hinckley Town were knocked out in the first qualifying round by Bulwell. Coalville, who were given a bye 

into the next round, were slaughtered 6-1 at home by Swadlincote in the second qualifying round. 

 

Loughborough entered the competition in the third qualifying round. They were drawn away against 

Mansfield, who had resigned from the Midland League at the end of the 1895-96 due to financial reasons, 

and caused a cup shock by beating the Second Division side. 

 

Leicester Fosse were yet again eliminated by Kettering in the final qualifying round, after beating Bulwell 

and Wellingborough. 

 

The 1897 FA Cup final was contested by Aston Villa and Everton at Crystal Palace. Aston Villa won 3–2, with 

goals by John Campbell, Fred Wheldon and Jimmy Crabtree. Everton's goals came from Jack Bell and Dickie 

Boyle. With results elsewhere going their way, Villa confirmed their status as League champions on this day. 

This makes them the only team to date to achieve the league and cup "double" on the same day. 

 

Results and Match Details 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

1QR 10.10.1896 Bulwell United 
Kiddier (2) 

2 1 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

 

2QR 31.10.1896 Coalville 1 1 Swadlincote Good number of spectators. 

Due to a mix-up in communication, the 

scheduled referee, Mr. Alan Lovell, was 



absent, resulting in a friendly match being 

played instead. The error originated with 

Coalville Town's initial oversight and was 

compounded by the Football Association 

secretary, Mr. Wall, who mistakenly sent Mr. 

Lovell's appointment notification to Mr. 

Carpenter in Lincoln rather than Leicester. 

Consequently, Mr. Lovell never received the 

notification and bears no responsibility for 

his non-appearance 

2QR 7.11.1896 Coalville Town 1 6 Swadlincote Good number of spectators. 

Wet weather 

Coalville’s only goal was scored in the final 

minute of the game. 

3QR 21.11.1896 Leicester Fosse 
Lord 

Freebairn (2) 

3 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Bulwell United 
Gadsby 

Bulwell brought about 400 spectators even 

though attendance was less than 1,000. 

Game kicked off at 2.45. 

Heavy ground. 

Bulwell scored the first goal – half-time; 1-1. 

3QR 21.11.1896 Mansfield Town 
Walker 

Burton 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Loughborough AFC 
Andrews (6 min) 

Large attendance. 

4QR 12.12.1896 Wellingborough 

Town 
AN Others 

2 3 Leicester Fosse 
McMillan 

Dorrell  

Freebairn 

1,500 spectators. 

Special trains took 200 Fosse enthusiasts to 

Wellingborough 

Strong wind  

Fosse led 2-1 at half-time 

5QR 2.1.1897 Kettering Town 
Ball 

Pell 

2 1 Leicester Fosse 
Dorrell 

 

Played at North Park. 

Cold, frosty weather. 

6,000 -7,000 spectators (900 from Leicester) 

Fosse’s planned Football League fixture 

against Manchester City had to be 

rearranged. 
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