LFA English Challenge (FA) Cup 1897-98

1898 FA Cup Final

Winners: Nottingham Foret
Runners-Up:  Derby County

Five Leicestershire clubs entered the 1897-98 FA Cup competition - Coalville Albion, Coalville Town, Hinckley
Town, Leicester Fose and Loughborough.

Long Eaton Rangers knocked out both Coalville clubs - Albion in 2QR and the Town in 4QR.

Hinckley Town overcame Newstead Byron [Hucknall, Nottinghamshire] in 2QR, but were beaten in the next
round by Rushden Town [Northamptonshire].

After being exempted from the first two qualifying rounds Loughborough were drawn to play Bulwell
United at Bulwell. A‘good’ crowd witnessed the encounter, which included a large contingent of supporters
from Loughborough. Bulwell took the lead midway through the first half, Loughborough missing several
easy chances to equalise. Bulwell doubled their lead early in the second half and added a third towards the
end. Loughborough were thoroughly beaten, Bulwell playing a much stronger game and won comfortably.

Southern League Southampton knocked Fosse out of the English Challenge Cup, the first time the club had
been automatically entered into the First Round proper. Fosse's trainer employed a “paperchase” as an
unusual pre-match training session. McLeod with a screw shot opened the scoring for the Fosse after just 3
minutes. Dorrell after a fine run, skimmed the bar with a grand shot, but after 25 minutes, Southampton
equalised after Saer in could not clear a shot from Keay, and Mestin following up hit he back of the net with
a ‘capital’ strike. Fosse were penned in for long periods of time at the beginning of the second half.
Buchanan scored for Southampton from close in, which was received with a ‘tumultuous’ cheer. Although
the Fosse showed up ‘pluckily’ against this reverse, Southampton played a ‘thoroughly winning game.’



The 1898 FA Cup final between Derby County and Nottingham Forest was played on Saturday, 16 April 1898
at the Crystal Palace stadium in south London. Derby County and Nottingham Forest were both appearing
in their first final. As members of the Football League First Division, they were exempt from the
competition's qualifying phase and each joined the competition in the first round proper, progressing
through four rounds to the final. The final was watched by a crowd of 62,017 and Forest, leading 2-1 at half-
time, won the match 3-1 with goals by Arthur Capes (2) and John McPherson. Steve Bloomer scored for
Derby. Forest won the cup again in 1959. Derby reached the final again in 1899 but were defeated by
Sheffield United; they won the cup in 1946.

Results and Match Details

Date _Home _ Away _MatchDetails
2QR | 16.10.1897 | Coalville Albion 0 |1 Long Eaton Rangers | Park Road Ground, Coalville.
(0) | (0) | AN Other Good gate.
Beautiful weather.
Coalville Albion's first-ever FA Cup match,
Long Eaton played in the Midland League.
Albion had a second half goal disallowed for offside.
2QR | 16.10.1897 | Coalville Town 1 0 Riddings Town Waggon and Horses ground, Coalville.
Haywood Good number of spectators.
Riddings missed a second half penalty.
2QR | 16.10.1897 | Hinckley Town 2 1 Newstead Bryon Holy Well ground, Hinckley.
Griffiths (5 mins) (2) | (1) | AN Other This encounter caused considerable interest,
Fern Large attendance (c. 1,600).
Newstead played in the Notts League.
Hinckley scored after 5 mins.
Newstead equalised and within 2 mins Hinckley
regained the lead.
3QR | 30.10.1897 | Bulwell United 3 |0 Loughborough AFC | Loughborough were exempt from the first two
Hill (2) | (0) qualifying rounds.
AN Others Loughborough  were  without their regular
goalkeeper.
An ardent follower of the Luffs described the
exhibition
3QR | 30.10.1897 | Hinckley Town 0 2 Rushden Town Holywell Ground, Hinckley
AN Others Good gate. “as the worst he had ever seen..... Apart
altogether from the loss of prestige by the result,
Loughborough was considerable losers financially,
and the defeat is one of the most serious blows the
club felt for a long time.”
3QR | 30.10.1897 | Gresley Rovers 2 2 Coalville Town Large gate.
Fearn (2) | (0) | Banton Gresley led 2-0 at half-time.
Jones Waward Chapman (Coalville) retired injured in the second
period.
3QRr | 6.11.1897 Coalville Town 2 1 Gresley Rovers Good gate.
4QR | 20.11.1897 | LongEaton Rangers | 2 | O Coalville Town Recreation Ground, Long Eaton.
Bosworth M | () Winners were drawn to play llkeston.
Mabbott Kick-off 2.30. Frank Gardner of the Fosse was the
referee.
R1 29.1.1898 Southampton 2 |1 Leicester Fosse County Cricket Ground, Southampton.
Keay McLeod Southampton played in the Southern League.
Buchanan Kicked-off at 2.45 pm.

10,000 spectators.
Southampton were knocked out by eventual
winners Nottingham Forest in the semi-finals.

Match Reports




COALVILLE ALBION v. LONG BATON RANGERS.
There was an excellent attendance on the brn:t’n:ng:und when
these t-ams mat in above competition. In the
gama was_very even, but the Albion shot “ﬁyl ,
who was given off-side., Long Baton then woke up, looked like
ing, but the attack was nbm in the bud, and nothing was
mgmmemx. In the naxt A very evengume was wit-
umd.pa:dlqng &tqno&:dbynamh. 'l‘hwpmodtobbom
only point registerad in contest, Eaton won
ump:.mm of one goal to Coalville Albtol::ﬁ. "

Sporting Life - 18 October 1897

COALVILLE TOWN v. RIDDINGS TOWN,

At Coalville, in fine westher, before a big crowd. The homs side
kicked m%&tbo wind, but no advan accrued, as the visitors
repelled their attacks on each occasion. Buntiug sarved on
two occasions, and play was transferred to the other end, w
Guinness and Rwart onght to have scored, bu: the interval arrived
with m&hinqbd:mo. In the next hall even play followed; after

vi scored a neat

which Coal came with a rash and s
even after this, but no more wera and villa
won in the end by one goal 5

Sporting Life - 18 October 1897

Al e s oo A T T M i
num assemble l on

on Satur lay to witness the decision of tho abwe maich, shoms
club won the toss and plaved down lull in the first half. Hiceklay
at oace commenced to press sad s:o0ed bafore the came had boen
in prozros five minutes, The vis'tors had anothe: sveli of d«fen-
sive work Leloie gettng to the other ead, when the homs cus.
todian kol to meve Lwoco inswcoession, A furihe: combined eZort
from Newstesd inet with succe s, but Hin:klsyy cbtained the leal
m;mmwmumt Through the so:ond stage the
was keanly foug'it out. AL ths vatset Hlinckley had the
the movements, Grifiiths and Bardswell seuding in excellent
The NMWW Jasplendid defonsive ga
and end Brown wers conspicuous for t
latter portion of the game eah side attacked
custolian mwln-m fine suvo

farther was -uud.ﬁnl .contested game rembted
Town, iwo guals: Ne “

Sporting Life - 18 October 1897
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WELL UNITED v. LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN.,
was looked forward to with & vast amount of interest,

are in the second claes of Association foot-
Bulwell partisans felt confident their men
Id render s good account of themselves, and in this particular
than pleased their supporters, as the game was mostly
to and, amidst excitoment England notched the
i v ot ooy SR whiacs o v b3

ck, w 'S awa,

Bulwell let them in, and a second t was notched. The vgitu;

tely hard to score, but were powerless agamnst thei
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a third the end Loughborough
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obtained, and in were
deofeated by so‘nh to love.

Sporting Life - 1 November 1897

GRESLEY ROVERS v, COALVILLE TOWN,

The visit of Coalville to Gresley attracted a big following, and as’
the day was fine evex}thmg.fuom'ed & fast game, and in this
. isappointed, and as the sequel shows the
result was a tie, The game opened out in very even fashion,
and after both goals had te:n assailed the Rovers worked the object
linto Coalville territory,and although they had a goal disallowed
{ early on they still held the upper hani in the rmn&glmtmont,
and Fearn notched a legitimate point for them., tinuing to
have t'.e best of the deal, Jenes notched a second point for them.
The next half was conspicuous by the easy ion in which
| Gresley worked, and the result was Coalville got down and added &
point. The game was faster after this, but Gresley allowed chances
| to go bezging, and on time Coalville scored again, the result of the

l match being—Gresley Rovers, two; Coalville Town, two.
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N7+ FATON RANGERS v. COALVILLE TOWN.
Pr%?nNthe start the home side had rather the Letter of the game.

ined a g-al for them. The «rs led at hall-time by one goal
?g t:;:e. :nﬁ on change of ends M 1bboit increa-ed their advantagze.
Tlns proved to be a1l the scoring, dgwphe many more corners, the
game ending in a victory for Lonz Eaton by two goals to none.

Sporting Life - 22 November 1897

SOUTHAMPTON v, LRICESTER F.iss¥,
Perhaps no match in the Sonth aroused more interest ') - o
mw:g of the above teams in the competition at tie ',y
Ground, Soatham on Saturday, and sreculstim was ¢ - 7
several days pravi as to the altimate result. Forthc .-y
year in succes:ion Sonthampton bhave survived the ui.'s 72
stages and entered the first round pammd it heing fresh i1 .o
memory of our readers that they ran Shefsld Wednesday 104 ¢ 4!
two yvears nﬁo. the latter team ultimately inZz o7 the covet )
trophy, and last season they accomplis 8 feat warl -,
Southern crzanization has done for years, viz., of 2ot in> ..
the sezond rou ; nnder to Newton Heathaftera diawn ou -,
Both teams have been in strict training for the fray, Souitue .
ton for the week doing their ** bit ""at Shawford. Toe v
arrived in the town Friday, after having been put throuzhtic |
on the Leicester Groune. It was an ideal .aod fully 12,500 ; ¢
( tators were present. The Possils were Jucky with the pu ¢
e»in, and naturally decided to take advantageof the wind tha .
vailel. It was soon s t the visitors meant makne o
warm for the &)nthen'ﬁ? champions, for after Turner ba' i1t
the side of the net the Possils took i 1
down, and s)me pre.ty play was witnessed among their {7 7a; <
and King passed vight across to Dorrell, who repassed to M |- 1,
that player scorine in the first few minutes. Thiogs .
decidedly black for the home contingent, especiaily as th+yv:s: ¢
continued to have the better of the game, Their forwarls s -
quicker on the ball than the home team, and lost no (p
tunities, Even play for a while followed, the ball trs:.. nz
up and down the groand repidly, while Sw.t ..d
Brown showed up prominently for the Fossils. Fur -l
and Turner both tested Sacr, who was equal to the occos 2.
It was fully twenty-five minutes before any further scora: . ok
n’heo and that fell to the lot of Southampton, Meston wiinhs = ud
w shot equalising amidst & hurricane of cheers. After this i
wick had to be cantioned by the referes for badly foulinz Y M ...n.
When the whistle blew for the interval the score stcod one2'l, tin
resuming the ex-Saints had the wind behind them, anl nve 'y
attacked, and kept Swift, Walker, and Saer bu.
defeading : in ‘a3t, shots rained in f{rom all uir rs,
and 1t was really marvollons how the home team v
kept from scorinz, Rareiy eore the visitors over the LI
way line, Clawley having praclically nothing todo. South.n.
ton playing all mund their og.onenu, the forwards mght ceriy v
have shot rat times, Bu , after twen:y miautes i,
added a second for Southampton, for which they richls deec..|.
Nothing else of imporiance occurred beiore the finish, et .h
Southampton continued to have the wiole of the plar, b ¢ i
not ald to their score, ranniag out winners of g .l
contestexd game by two goals to one, Potrie and Mes =il
splendid g4ine for the home team, while Swift anl i =n .l
Saer and M'Le>d did similarly for the visitors, Roferee M .. :.
cote: linesmen, Messrs, Timbs and Davis,
Sovriuamuprov.—Clawley (goal), Nicol. Havnes. Mest n - . [+
wick, Petree, Yates, Buchanan, Farvell, Keay, Turnor. .
L¥1c£STER FossE.—Saer (goal), Walker, Swift. B.IL 0o.n,
Proudfoot, Freebairn, Dorrell, M’ , M Millan, Kuing.

Sporting Life - 31 January 1898
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