
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1898-99 

 

 
1899 FA Cup Final 

 

Winners: Sheffield United 

Runner-Up:  Derby County 

 

No less than 7 Leicestershire clubs- Barwell Swifts, Coalville Albion, Coalville Town, Hinckley Town, 

Hugglescote Robin Hood, Leicester Fosse, and Loughborough  - entered the 1898-99 FA Cup competition. 

Both Coalville clubs, who received first qualifying round byes, were beaten 4-1 away from home – Albion at 

Stapleford Town and Town by Burton Swifts, who had eliminated Hugglescote Robin Hood by the same 

score in the first qualifying round. 

 

Barwell Swift’s first FA Cup game, at home against Kimberly, ended 4-4. The replay was a one-sided affair, 

with Barwell being slaughtered 7-0. 

 

Loughborough who overcame Mansfield Town and Rothwell Town Swifts in the first two qualifying rounds, 

scoring 11 and conceding none, met Wellingborough in the third qualifying round. Wellingborough had 

managed to get to this stage by winning a replayed match by 6-1 after sustaining a protest against 

Northampton, who won the first encounter. The game between Loughborough and Wellingborough at the 

Athletic Ground ended in a goal-less draw. The replay two weeks later resulted in any easy win for the Luffs.  

 

Fosse entered the competition at the final qualifying round and were drawn away at Rushden. But for 

monetary considerations, the game was staged at Leicester, witnessed by 6,000 spectators. Galbraith 

opened the scoring for the Fosse and McMillan added a second before Rushden clawed one back through 

Haggerty. For the third time in the final stage of the qualifying rounds , Kettering, of the Midland Counties 

League, who had conquered Loughborough, claimed their second Football League scalp, by beating the 

Fosse 2-1 after a replay. 

 

The 1899 FA Cup final between Derby County and Sheffield United on Saturday, 15 April 1899 at the Crystal 

Palace stadium in south London. It was the final match of the 1898–99 FA Cup, the 28th edition of the 

world's oldest football knockout competition, and England's primary cup competition, the Football 

Association Challenge Cup, better known as the FA Cup. Sheffield United were appearing in their first final 

and Derby County, who had been the 1898 runners-up, in their second. As members of the Football League 



First Division, they were both exempt from the competition's qualifying phase and joined it in the first 

round proper, progressing through four rounds to the final. The final was watched by a crowd of 73,833 

and Sheffield United, after being 0–1 down at half-time, dominated the second half of the match to win 4–1 

with goals by Walter Bennett, Billy Beer, Jack Almond and Fred Priest after John Boag had scored a first-half 

opener for Derby. Sheffield United have won the cup four times in all, their next victory being in 1902. 

Derby County have won it once, in 1946. 

 
Results and Match Details 

 Date Home   Away Match Details 

1QR 28.9.1898 Burton Swifts 
Griffiths 

Burton (2) 

Ashby 

4 1 Hugglescote Robin 

Hood 
Poxon 

Hugglescote’s first-ever FA Cup match. 

Burton were fined one guinea (21s) by the FA 

for playing on a date other than one fixed 

without asking permission. 

Moderate attendance. 

Poor exhibition of football. 

1QR 1.10.1898 Hinckley Town 
Haward 

1 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Northampton Town 
AN Other (pen) 

Clipstone 

Holywell ground 

2,000 spectators. 

Both teams were at full strength. 

1QR 1.10.1898 Loughborough  
Bosworth 

Pike 

Pegg 

og 

 

4 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Town Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

2,000 spectators – Manfield – who were 

unbeaten all season – brought a good 

following. 

 

2QR 13(?).10.1898 Loughborough  
Roulston (2) 

Tuthill (2) 

Pegg (3) 

7 0 Rothwell Town 

Swifts 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough. 

Good football weather. 

1,500 spectators – lower than expected, 

probably owing to the attractions of the 

Leicester Fair. 

 

2QR 15.10.1898 Barwell Swifts 
“City” 

Harris (2) 

Slaney 

4 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

Kimberley 
Drury 

Slaney 

Rowbotham (2) 

Moderate gate. 

Barwell’s first-ever FA Cup match. 

Both teams had secured 1QR byes. 

2QR 15.10.1898 Burton Swifts 
Gray (pen) 

Lavery 

Leigh 

Griffiths 

4 1 Coalville Town 
AN Other 

Buron’s League fixture with Lincoln City was 

postponed. 

Fairly large gate. 

Play started at 3.30 pm 

2QR 15.10.1898 Stapleford Town  
Wiggington (2) 

AN Other 

Smedley 

4 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Coalville Albion 
Earl 

 

2QRRep 19.10.1898 Kimberley 7 0 Barwell Swifts  

3QR 29.10.1898 Leicester Fosse  
King (4) 

Watkins (2) 

Brown 

Swift 

Fulwood 

9 

(7) 

0 

(0) 

Kimberley 2,000 spectators 

Fosse scored 7 goals in the first half 

3QR 29.10.1898 Loughborough AFC 0 0 Wellingborough 

Town 

Athletic Grounds, Loughborough 

Good crowd (6,000). 

“Well-contested.” 

 

3QRRep 31.10.1898 Wellingborough 

Town 
Scriven 

1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

Loughborough AFC 
AN Other 

Nichol 

Roulston 

At Wellingborough. 

Loughborough opened the scoring after 6 

mins from a scrimmage. 

Wellingborough had a goal disallowed for 

offside in the second half. 



4QR 19.11,1898 Kettering Town 
Pell 

Heskin 

2 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Loughborough AFC 
Pike 

At Kettering. 

6,000 spectators. In the last couple of 

minutes Pike scored for Loughborough. 

4QR 19.11.1898 Leicester Fosse 
Galbraith (32 min) 

McMillan (40 min) 

2 1 Rushden Town 
AN Other 

At Walnut-Street, Leicester. 

Rushden were dawn at home, but for 

monetary considerations journeyed to 

Leicester to play the match. 

3,000 spectators at the start which increased 

to between 5,000 and 6,000  start of the 

second half. 

5QR 10.12.1898 Kettering Town 
Panter 

1 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Leicester Fosse 
Fulwood 

At Kettering.  

Strong wind. 

7,000 spectators. 

5QR 15.12,1898 Leicester Fosse 
Eaton 

1 2 Kettering Town 
Beaver 

Draper 

5,000 spectators. 

For the third time in the final stage of the 

qualifying rounds of the Cup competition, 

Kettering defeated the Fosse. 

It was not until 2 mins from time that the 

issue was decided, when Draper scored. 

 

Match Reports 
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Nottingham Journal – 31 October 1898 
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Sporting Life - 12 December 1898 
 

 
Sporting Life - 16 December 1898 
 


