
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1899-00 

 

 

Winner:  Bury 

Runner-Up: Southampton 

 

Leicester Fosse were knocked out of the FA Cup by First Division League leaders, Sheffield United, away at 

Brammall Lane in Round 1 of the competition, by the narrowest of margins, in front of 12,000 spectators. In 

the qualifying competition the Fosse overcame Wellingborough, Burton Wanderers and Hucknall Portland, 

who had eliminated both Coalville Town and Hinckley Town. 

 

There were two all Leicestershire ties – both involving Hinckley Town – champions elect of the 

Leicestershire Senior League. In the second qualifying round they slaughtered near neighbours Barwell 

Swifts 6-1 and surprised Leicestershire football followers by eliminating Loughborough of the Football 

League Second Division at the Athletic Grounds. In the next round, despite having the best of the game, 

Hinckley lost at home to Hucknall Portland. 

 

The 1900 FA Cup final between Bury and Southampton took place on Saturday, 21 April 1900 at the Crystal 

Palace stadium in south London. It was the final match of the 1899–1900 FA Cup, the 29th edition of the 

world's oldest football knockout competition. Both teams joined the competition in the first round proper 

and progressed through four rounds to the final. As a member of the Football League First Division, Bury 

were exempt from the competition's qualifying phase. Southampton, as a member of the Southern League 

would normally have been required to pre-qualify but, as champions of the Southern League for three 

seasons in succession from 1896–97 to 1898–99, they were given byes through the qualifying phase to the 

first round. The final was played in a heat wave and watched by a crowd of 68,945. Bury, leading 3–0 at half-

time, dominated the match to win 4–0 with goals by Jasper McLuckie (2), Willie Wood and Jack Plant. When 

the game ended, the FA Cup trophy was presented to Bury's captain Jack Pray by Lord James of Hereford. 

Winning the cup proved to be profitable for Bury as the club's debts of £1,230 were converted into a credit 

balance of £1,329. Bury won the cup again in 1903 but that was their last appearance in the final. 

Southampton reached the 1902 final but were defeated by Sheffield United; they eventually won the cup in 

1976. 

 

 



Results and Match Details 

 Date Home   Away Venue 

1QR 30.9.1899 Coalville Town 
Clamp 

Smith 

Jeffcoat 

3 0 Gresley Rovers A surprise result. The Town who played  “with 

considerable dash, fully deserved their victory.  

2QR 14.10.1899 Burton Wanderers 0 2 Coalville Town 
Benistone 

AN Other 

Large contingent of Burton followers. 

Play became very rough in the second. 

2QR 14.10.1899 Hinckley Town 
Dewey (2) 

Hitchcock 

Mee 

Gilchrist 

Herbert 

6 

(3) 

1 

(0) 

Barwell Swifts 
AN Other 

Holy Well Ground, Hinckley. 

Fairly good gate. 

Both teams secured a first-round bye. 

A fourth first half goal was scored by Hinckley, but 

on consulting the lineman, the referee discovered 

that 2 mins overtime had been played, and the 

point was disallowed. 

3QR 28.10.1899 Coalville Town 
Jones 

Walker 

Brewin 

3 3 Hucknall Portland 
AN Other 

1,500 spectators 

Coalville led 3-0. 

A special train was run from Hucknall for the 

event 

3QR 28.10.1899 Leicester Fosse 
Bishop 

Brown 

McMillan 

3 

(1) 

1 

(1( 

Wellingborough 

Town 

4,000 spectators. 

3QR 28.10.1899 Loughborough AFC 
Parker 

1 2 Hinckley Town 
AN Other 

Gilchrist 

Athletics Ground, Loughborough. 

2,000 spectators. 

Cup upset – Hinckley of the Senior League beat 

Second Division Loughborough. 

“Towards the end of the match, Loughborough 

peppered in shot after shot and looked like 

drawing level every second, but the tactics 

adopted by Hinckley proved successful.” 

3QRr 28.10.1899 Hucknall Portland 
Hall 

AN Other 

4 3 Coalville Town 
Benistone 

Jeffcoat 

AN Other 

Town Ground, Hucknall. 

“Woefully meagre” gate. 

The Coalville team left on the 10 o’clock train. 

Extra time was played 

4QR 18.11.1899 Burton Swifts P P Leicester Fosse Postponed due to thick fog. 

4QR 18.11.1899 Hinckley Town P P Hucknall Portland 
Ward 

Postponed due to thick fog. 

4QR 25.11.1899 Hinckley Town 0 1 Hucknall Portland 
Ward 

Hinckley had the “best of matters” for much of the 

game 

4QR 27.11.1899 Leicester Fosse 
Brown (2) 

Swift 

3 1 Burton Swifts 2,000 spectators 

Leicester gave Burton £5 to change the venue of 

the cup tie 

5QR 9.12.1899 Leicester Fosse 
King (2 min) 

Bradshaw 

Lyon (2) 

McMillan (2)  

6 1 Hucknall Portland 8,000 spectators. 

R1 27.1.1900 Sheffield United 
Barnes 

1 0 Leicester Fosse Bramall-lane, Sheffield. 

United were both Cup Holders and leaders of 

Division 1. 

12,000 spectators (gate receipts £351 15s 3d) – 

two excursions brought 60 Fosse supporters. 

Fosse played a “grand game” – “Sheffielders 

received a very severe shaking from the second 

division team.” 
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