Atherstone Nursing Cup 1914-15

Winner: Nuneaton Town
Runner-Up: Atherstone Town
No. of entries: 4?

Hinckley Town, representing Leicestershire, were knocked out in the semi-finals.

Details about this competition are scarce.

Semi-Finals

Date Home L\ L) Match Details

27.2.1915 | Nuneaton Town 1 Tamworth Castle
27.3.1915 | Atherstone Town 4 | 3 | Hinckley United Sheepy-road, Atherstone.
Payne (3) | (2) | Mounteney “Many cyclists ventured forth along Watling
Harvey Morley (2) Street from Hinckley.”
Hunt Good crowd, high proportion were from
Mandley Hinckley.
4.00 pm kick off.

Match Details
5.41915 Atherstone Town 6 | Nuneaton Town At Atherstone.
Reader (4) 4,000 spectators.
Merrick (2)

Selected Match Reports

Atherstone Nursing Cup
Semi-Final
ATHERSTONE V HINCKLEY
Exciting Game at Atherstone
Atherstone should have journeyed to Birmingham on Saturday to play the Trams, but instead, the semi-
final Nursing Cupa against Hinckley United was arranged to be played at Sheepy-road,
Great enthusiasm prevailed in the respective towns as the winners are to meet Nuneaton Town on Easter
Monday.
Atherstone: Nichols C Nichols and T Hargraves; F Hargrave, Evans and Jones Harvey; Mandley, Payne, Day,
Harvey and Hunt.
Hinckley: Perkins, King and Foster; Osborne, Warburton and Moore; Stringer, Morley, Stanton. Mounteney
and Sheldon Referee: Mr Deakin, Coalville.
It was a glorious day for a cup-tie, and many cyclists ventured forth along Watling-street from Hinckley.
Fifteen minutes before the game started a good crowd had mustered, a good portion being Hinckley
supporters.
THE GAME
At four o'clock Stanton kicked off for Hinckley in the face of a strong wind and a light fall of snow.
Atherstone got down first, and a goal kick resulted. Mounteney next put nicely out to Sheldon who centered
well. Morley had a good chance but shot weakly. The next minute Mounteney missed by inches. A sudden
breakaway by the “Adders” brought them well up. F Hargrave steadied the leather and put a beautiful high
shot at Perkins. the goalie had difficulty in saving, and on the rebound Payne was ready and



NETTED THE FIRST for the "Adders" before Perkins recovered himself. Hinckley sharpened this opposing
goal, went away with Mounteney at the head, and some smart passing bouts took place without much
progress until the leather found touch. The "Reds” had still further hard lines. Payne shot at near range, but
the leather struck a Hinckley back and cleared. Hinckley kept going and Warburton scored
AN OFFSIDE GOAL
Payne received a nasty smack in the face from a strong kick. He bravely resumed a few minutes later.
Hinckley attacked hotly and Nichols was thrice tested but cleared finely time. At last, however, Mounteney
standing unmarked, put on
THE EQUALISING GOAL
shooting through a host of legs. From a throw-up Harvey was the recipient of a pass, and running past the
Hinckley halves and backs
PUT ATHERSTONE AHEAD
Almost everyone cheered and the goal was well worth it. The United were not to be denied and racing away
the right Stringer to Morley
AGAIN EQUALISED
for Hinckley. With the scores at 2-2 excitement ran high among the spectators and the players exerted
every ounce of energy. Atherstone forced a corner, and F Hargraves placed right across to Hunt who
HEADED THROUGH
amid tremendous cheers. Half later the interval sounded, leaving one ahead. Half-time:
ATHERSTONE TOWN 3
HINCKLEY UNITED 2
Resuming, Atherstone almost added another in the first minute. A goal kick resulted. At the other end
Stanton missed open goal, but Morley made amends a moment later by making the scores even once
more. Goals were plentiful— six and the second half yet young. Directly on restarting Atherstone attacked
again and Mandley scored another for Atherstone. Perkins misjudged the shot and it bounced over his
hands. Atherstone were now one to the good and their supporters urged for still more. For a period, there
was a lull in the excitement and play quietened down. The early energy soon revived; however, each goal
was bombarded in turn. Hinckley, led by Stringer combined and quick progress was made’ Sheldon,
however, settled matters by shooting over.
Result
ATHERSTONE 4
HINCKLEY 3
Hinckley Echo - Wednesday 31 March 1915

ATHERSTONE NURSING CUP.
Final.
NUNEATON TOWN v. ATHERSTONE TOWN
At Atherstone on Monday, before 4,000 spectators. After twenty minutes' play Reader scored for Nuneaton,
adding a second goal before the interval. In the second half Nuneaton dominated the play an even greater
extent, and their forwards were particularly prominent combined attacks. Merrick scored twice in quick
succession, and two more goals were added by Reader. Each the half-dozen goals came from Dolphin's
centre. Result: Town 6 goals, Town 0.
Tamworth Herald - Saturday 10 April 1915



