
 
Birmingham Combination 1914-15 

 

Winner:   Nuneaton  

Runner-up:   Redditch 

Wooden spoon:  Bromsgrove Rovers 

 

The league was founded in 1892 as the Birmingham & District Junior League. This creation came 

just three years after the more senior Birmingham & District League, demonstrating the rapid 

growth and demand for organised football in the area. It was specifically established to cater to 

clubs that held "junior" membership with the Birmingham County Football Association. Eight 

founder member clubs kicked off the inaugural season: Aston St James, Bournbrook, Bournville, 

Ellen Street Victoria, Hamstead, Kings Heath Albion, Park Mills, and Soho Villa (who were the first 

champions). Over its early years, the league steadily grew in stature and geographical coverage. 

It attracted strong teams from neighbouring areas, including the top four teams of the Walsall 

and District League (Willenhall Swifts, Darlaston, Bilston United, and Hednesford Town), along 

with Wednesbury Old Athletic. By 1908, the league's increased status was formally recognized 

with a name change to the Birmingham Combination. At this point, it had firmly established itself 

as a "feeder" league to the Birmingham & District League, meaning successful Combination 

teams could aim for promotion to the higher tier. 

 

The pre-War years saw the Birmingham Combination continue to solidify its position. While the 

Birmingham & District League also included teams from a wider geographical area and reserve 

sides of Football League clubs, the Birmingham Combination increasingly came to be regarded 

as the stronger of the two leagues by the 1930s. Clubs aspired to play in the Combination, 

signifying its growing prestige and the quality of football on offer. Reserve teams of Football 

League clubs, though more prominent in the Birmingham & District League, would eventually 

become a feature of the Combination as well in later decades. 

 

The outbreak of the First World War had a profound impact on football across Britain, and the 

Birmingham Combination was no exception. Competitive league football was largely suspended. 

The official Wikipedia record states there was "no competition between 1915 and 1919 due to 

the First World War." 

 

Birmingham Combination 1914-15 

  P W D L F A Pts 

1 Nuneaton 30 20 5 5 79 41 45 

2 Redditch 30 18 6 6 80 39 42 

3 Cradley Heath St Luke’s 30 16 5 9 73 45 37 

4 Hinckley United 30 14 8 8 74 57 36 

5 Stafford Rangers 30 14 7 9 75 53 35 

6 Bloxwich Strollers 30 14 7 9 69 49 35 

7 Hednesford Town 30 14 6 10 65 42 34 

8 Birmingham Trams 30 13 8 9 63 44 34 

9 Willenhall Pickwick 30 13 5 12 57 55 31 

10 Bilston United 30 14 2 14 55 51 30 

11 Atherstone Town 30 11 5 14 51 69 27 

12 Bournville 30 8 9 13 57 69 25 

13 Tamworth Castle 30 9 3 18 50 81 21 

14 Cannock Town 30 10 1 19 34 80 21 



15 Bournbrook 30 7 5 18 36 72 19 

16 Bromsgrove Rovers 30 3 2 25 45 116 8 

 

This was Hinckley United's debut season in the Combination, making them the first 

Leicestershire club ever to compete in the competition. 

 

Hinckle United’s Results & Match Details 
Date Home   Away Match Details 

5.9.1914 Hinckley United 
Sheldon 

Douce (2) 

Morley 

4 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Bromsgrove Rovers 
Jordan 

 

12.9.1914 Bournbrook 

Greaves 

Harris 

2 2 Hinckley United 
Douce 

Sheldon 

 

19.9.1914 Hinckley United 
Sheldon 

Holford 

2 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Willenhall Pickwick 
AN Others 

 

Large attendance. 

3.10.1914 Hinckley Unied 
Sheldon (5) 

Greenway (og) 

6 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Tamworth Castle 
AN Other 

Uninteresting game. 

“One of the most remarkable games 

witnessed on the Hinckley enclosure 

for some time.” 

10.10.1914 Nuneaton 
Merrick (2) 

Mitchell 

AN Others 

5 

(2) 

4 

(0) 

Hinckley United 
Douce 

Morley (2) 

Moore 

Newdegate Arms. 

3,000 spectators. 

Just a few mins before time 

Nuneaton were leading 4-1. 

17.10.1914 Hednesford Town  
Millington 

AN Other 

2 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Hinckley Town Excellent attendance. 

Hinckley forwards were again 

“painfully out of form.” 

Hinckley missed three good 

opportunities in the first half. 

24.10.1914 Bloxwich Strollers 5 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Hinckley United  

31.10.1914 Hinckley United 
Sheldon 

Morley (3) 

4 

(3) 

2 

(2) 

Stafford Rangers 
Godson 

Daly 

Hinckley scored 3 goals in a blistering 

10 minute spell in the first half 

7.11.1914 Bournville 
H Dunning 

M Dunning 

Preece 

3 

(3) 

4 

(0) 

Hinckley United 
Lawrence 

Morley (1 + pen) 

Mounteney 

Hinckley’s first away win. 

A remarkable win for Hinckley  – 

coming back from 3-0 down at he 

interval 

14.11.1914 Hinckley United 
Morley 

1 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Birmingham Trams 
Edwards 

3,000 spectators – the ‘largest gate 

United have had.’ 

United equalised within minutes of 

he rams taking the lead. 

21.11.1914 Redditch 
Glaze (2) 

Hampson 

Franks 

Spiers 

5 

(3) 

0 Hinckley United 

(0) 

Glaze opened the scoring in the 

opening minute of the game. 

Hinckley played most of the second 

period with 10 men following the 

retirement of Foster. 

Goalkeeper Perkins stopped the 

score from being higher. 

28.11.1914 Hinckley United 3 1 Cradley Heath  

5,12,1914 Hinckley United 0 0 Atherstone  

12.11.1914 Cannock Town 0 4 Hinckley United  

26.12.1914 Bilston United 4 2 Hinckley United  

28.12.1914 Cradley Heath 2 1 Hinckley United  

2.1.1915 Hinckley United 3 1 Redditch  

9.1.1915 Birmingham Trans 3 3 Hickley United  



16.1.1915 Hinckley Unted 7 3 Bournville  

23.1.1915 Safford Rangers 2 1 Hinckley United  

30.1.1915 Hinckley United 2 2 Bloxwich Strollers  

6.2.1915 Hednesford 0 1 Hinckley United  

13.2.1915 Hinckley United 4 0 Bournbrook  

20.2.1915 Bromsgrove Rovers 2 4 Hinckley United  

27.2.1915 Hinckley United 1 0 Bilson United  

6.3.1915 Willenhall Pickwick 3 1 Hinckley United  

13.3.1915 Hinckley United 1 1 Nuneaton  

20.3.1915 Tamworth Castle 2 3 Hinckley United  

9.4.1915 Atherstone   Hinckley United Good Friday 

10.4.1915 Hinckley United 4 0 Cannock Final Combination game of the 

season 

 

Match Reports 
 



  



 



  
Hinckley Times - Saturday 10 October 1914 

 



 
 

Midland Counties Tribune - Saturday 31 October 1914 

 

 



 



 
Nuneaton Observer - Friday 20 November 1914 

 

 

 
Birmingham Daily Gazette - Monday 01 February 1915 

 

 

 
Atherstone News and Herald - Friday 02 April 1915 

 

 



Birmingham Daily Post - Saturday 14 August 1915 

 

 

Line-ups 
5.9.1914 Hinckley 

United 

Bromsgrove 

Rovers 

 
12.9.1914 Bournbrook Hinckley 

United 

 

19.9.1914 Hinckley 

United 

Willenhall 

Pickwick 

 
3.10.1914 Hinckley 

Sheldon (5) 

Tamworth 

Castle 

 
10.10.1914 Nuneaton Hinckley 

United 

 
17.10.1914 Hednesford 

Town  

Hinckley 

Ton 

 

24.10.1914 Bloxwich 

Strollers 

Hinckley 

United 

 
31.10..1914 Hinckley 

Town 

Stafford 

Rangers 

 
7.11.1914 Bournville Hinckley 

United 

 

14.11.1914 Hinckley 

United 

Birmingham 

Trams 

 
21.11.1914 Redditch Hinckley 

United 

 



28.11.1914 Hinckley 

United 

Cradley 

Heath 

 
5,12,1914 Hinckley 

United 

Atherstone  

12.11.1914 Cannock 

Town 

Hinckley  

26.12.1914 Bilston 

United 

Hinckley 

Town 

 

28.12.1914 Cradley 

Heath 

Hinckley 

United 

 

2.1.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Redditch  

9.1.1915 Birmingham 

Trans 

Hickley 

United 

 

16.1.1915 Hinckley 

Unted 

Bournville  

23.1.1915 Safford 

Rangers 

Hinckley 

United 

 

30.1.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Bloxwich 

Strollers 

 

6.2.1915 Hednesford Hinckley 

United 

 

13.2.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Bournbrook  

20.2.1915 Bromsgrove 

Rovers 

Hinckley 

United 

 

27.2.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Bilson 

United 

 

6.3.1915 Willenhall 

Pickwick 

Hinckley 

United 

 

13.3.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Nuneaton  

20.3.1915 Tamworth 

Castle 

Hinckley 

United 

 

9.4.1915 Atherstone Hinckley 

United 

 

10.4.1915 Hinckley 

United 

Cannock  

 

 
 


