Birmingham Combination 1914-15

Winner: Nuneaton
Runner-up: Redditch
Wooden spoon: Bromsgrove Rovers

The league was founded in 1892 as the Birmingham & District Junior League. This creation came
just three years after the more senior Birmingham & District League, demonstrating the rapid
growth and demand for organised football in the area. It was specifically established to cater to
clubs that held "junior" membership with the Birmingham County Football Association. Eight
founder member clubs kicked off the inaugural season: Aston St James, Bournbrook, Bournville,
Ellen Street Victoria, Hamstead, Kings Heath Albion, Park Mills, and Soho Villa (who were the first
champions). Over its early years, the league steadily grew in stature and geographical coverage.
It attracted strong teams from neighbouring areas, including the top four teams of the Walsall
and District League (Willenhall Swifts, Darlaston, Bilston United, and Hednesford Town), along
with Wednesbury Old Athletic. By 1908, the league's increased status was formally recognized
with a name change to the Birmingham Combination. At this point, it had firmly established itself
as a "feeder" league to the Birmingham & District League, meaning successful Combination
teams could aim for promotion to the higher tier.

The pre-War years saw the Birmingham Combination continue to solidify its position. While the
Birmingham & District League also included teams from a wider geographical area and reserve
sides of Football League clubs, the Birmingham Combination increasingly came to be regarded
as the stronger of the two leagues by the 1930s. Clubs aspired to play in the Combination,
signifying its growing prestige and the quality of football on offer. Reserve teams of Football
League clubs, though more prominent in the Birmingham & District League, would eventually
become a feature of the Combination as well in later decades.

The outbreak of the First World War had a profound impact on football across Britain, and the
Birmingham Combination was no exception. Competitive league football was largely suspended.
The official Wikipedia record states there was "no competition between 1915 and 1919 due to
the First World War."

Birmingham Combination 1914-15
| P/ W D L F | A Pts

1 Nuneaton 30 | 20 5 5 79 41 45
2 | Redditch 30 | 18 6 6 |80 39 42
3 | Cradley Heath St Luke's 30 | 16 5 9 73 45 37
4 | Hinckley United 30 | 14 8 8 74 57 36
5 | Stafford Rangers 30 | 14 7 9 75 53 35
6 | Bloxwich Strollers 30 | 14 7 9 69 49 35
7 | Hednesford Town 30 | 14 6 10 65 42 34
8 | Birmingham Trams 30 | 13 8 9 63 44 34
9 | Willenhall Pickwick 30 13 5 12 57 55 31
10 | Bilston United 30 | 14 2 14 55 51 30
11 | Atherstone Town 30 | 11 5 14 51 69 27
12 | Bournville 30 8 9 13 57 69 25
13 | Tamworth Castle 30 9 3 18 50 81 21
14 | Cannock Town 30 10 1 19 34 80 21




15 | Bournbrook

30

7 5 18

36 72 19

16 | Bromsgrove Rovers

30

3 2 25

45 116 8

This was Hinckley United's debut season in the Combination, making them the first
Leicestershire club ever to compete in the competition.

Hinckle United’'s Results & Match Details

Date \ Home \ \ Away

Match Details

5.9.1914 Hinckley United 4 1 Bromsgrove Rovers
Sheldon 2) (1) | Jordan
Douce (2)
Morley
12.9.1914 | Bournbrook 2 2 | Hinckley United
Greaves Douce
Harris Sheldon
19.9.1914 | Hinckley United 2 2 | Willenhall Pickwick Large attendance.
Sheldon (0) | (1) | AN Others
Holford
3.10.1914 | Hinckley Unied 6 1 Tamworth Castle Uninteresting game.
Sheldon (5) (1) (1) | AN Other “One of the most remarkable games
Greenway (og) witnessed on the Hinckley enclosure
for some time.”
10.10.1914 | Nuneaton 5 4 | Hinckley United Newdegate Arms.
Merrick (2) (2) | (0) | Douce 3,000 spectators.
Mitchell Morley (2) Just a few mins before time
AN Others Moore Nuneaton were leading 4-1.
17.10.1914 | Hednesford Town 2 0 | Hinckley Town Excellent attendance.
Millington (0) | (0) Hinckley forwards were again
AN Other “painfully out of form.”
Hinckley missed three good
opportunities in the first half.
24.10.1914 | Bloxwich Strollers 5 0 | Hinckley United
M 1©
31.10.1914 | Hinckley United 4 2 | Stafford Rangers Hinckley scored 3 goals in a blistering
Sheldon (3) (2) | Godson 10 minute spell in the first half
Morley (3) Daly
7.11.1914 | Bournville 3 4 | Hinckley United Hinckley's first away win.
H Dunning (3) | (0) | Lawrence A remarkable win for Hinckley -
M Dunning Morley (1 + pen) coming back from 3-0 down at he
Preece Mounteney interval
14.11.1914 | Hinckley United 1 1 Birmingham Trams 3,000 spectators - the ‘largest gate
Morley (0) | (0) | Edwards United have had.’
United equalised within minutes of
he rams taking the lead.
21.11.1914 | Redditch 5 0 | Hinckley United Glaze opened the scoring in the
Glaze (2) (3) (0) opening minute of the game.
Hampson Hinckley played most of the second
Franks period with 10 men following the
Spiers retirement of Foster.
Goalkeeper Perkins stopped the
score from being higher.
28.11.1914 | Hinckley United 3 1 Cradley Heath
5,12,1914 Hinckley United 0 0 Atherstone
12.11.1914 | Cannock Town 0 4 | Hinckley United
26.12.1914 | Bilston United 4 2 | Hinckley United
28.12.1914 | Cradley Heath 2 1 Hinckley United
2.1.1915 Hinckley United 3 1 Redditch
9.1.1915 Birmingham Trans 3 3 | Hickley United




16.1.1915 | Hinckley Unted 7 3 | Bournville

23.1.1915 | Safford Rangers 2 1 Hinckley United

30.1.1915 | Hinckley United 2 2 | Bloxwich Strollers

6.2.1915 Hednesford 0 1 Hinckley United

13.2.1915 | Hinckley United 4 0 | Bournbrook

20.2.1915 | Bromsgrove Rovers 2 4 | Hinckley United

27.2.1915 | Hinckley United 1 0 | Bilson United

6.3.1915 Willenhall Pickwick 3 1 Hinckley United

13.3.1915 | Hinckley United 1 1 Nuneaton

20.3.1915 | Tamworth Castle 2 3 | Hinckley United

9.4.1915 Atherstone Hinckley United Good Friday
10.4.1915 | Hinckley United 4 0 | Cannock Final Combination game of the

season

Match Reports
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RIRMINGHAM COMBINATION.

b
- SHELDON’S, FIVE GOALS.

| Hinckley United 6, Tamworth Castle 1.

__Last Saturday's match between Hinckley
United and Tamworth Castle, in Combina-
tion warfare, on the Ho!‘\;rcll ground, was
ome of the most able games witnessed
on the Hinckley eeclosure for some time
past. worth Uastle came with an ex-
cellent . and with Hinckley under
strength owing to the absence from the in-
termediate line of Oshorne. and a re-organ-
ised forward line, Hinckley enthusiasts were
not over-confident of victory: in fact many
were Encpued ‘10 see rlinckley's colours

- - . o
The mnjury Oshome received at Mansfield
the week dous in the English Cup-tie,
t is ! from the eleven,
“Teddy” Warbarton was called upon to
fil! the centre-half position.  This brought|
about the introducion of_Sid. Brooks at

s g & Tl ot taside
a i »
The teams lined up as m:%:—

- f. - .
Hinctla’: Perkins; Foster and King;
Brooks, and Holford; ]lotleg,
Lewis, Sheidon. Moore and Douce. ‘

4




| culty in turning it into the net. A brilliant

—the fifth of the season—being defeated by
Bury, on the Filbert Street arena. by three
goals to one. Being again without Trough-
car, who bas not recovered from the injury
he received at Grimsby, the homesters were
weakened in defence, for aithough Tavlor
performed valiantly at times, he has not get
devel:sed_ into a defender sound enough for
Seco ion warfare. Fosse were further
place¢ at a disadvantage by Hastie having
to retire in the early stages of the encounter,
owing to an injury. But the main cause of
Fosse's reverse was the poor shooting of their
forwarde, for while they had plenty of op-
ities of scoring, they failed miserably :

a striking contrast to the opposing quin-
tette. who were quick to seize every chance.
Fosse opened in promising style, but the
effort was not sustained, and within twelve
minutes Bury netted. Conner tested Bown,
who touched out, and again obtaining poe-
' | session, the left winger drove an oblique shot
| out of the reach of the custodian. Three
| minutes from the interval the visitors in-
creased their lead. From a free kick dward-
ed for an unptoger throw-in by a Leicester
' | player, Conner p lﬁn&e bal! nicely in the
goalmouth ight had li diffi-

] ﬁsma movement between Douglas and
‘ g led up to Fosse's only goal, and
. | when the t jer Mnrnedm:‘&aﬂ w0
. | | the centre forward, he headed th Be-
. | fore the final whistle sounded. however, Mer-
| cer increased Bury’s lead.

in which Hinckley are concerned takes place
to-morrow (Saturday), when the United P

before the advertised time.
pecialy as the darker days dyaw
g - e '@
lin arden, of Coalville, “ngye‘-,vhxa
o oy e gy 8 g
release the United free of cost. o
x . L. 1% FHRL b ;




—the fifth of the season—being defeated by
Burv, on the Filbert Street arena, by three
goals to one. Being again without Trough-
car, who has not recovered from the injury
he received at Gri , the homester: were
weakened in defence, for aithough Tavlor
performed valiantly at times, he bas not yet
developed into a defender sound efno%h for
Seconc;n Division warfare. Fosse were furtl
placed at a disadvantage by Hastie having
to retire in the early stages of the encounter,
owing to an injurv. But the main cause of
Fosse's reverse was the poor shooting of their
forwards, for while they had plenty of op-
nities of scoring, they failed miserably :
a striking contrast to the opposing quin-
tette, who were quick to seize every chance.
Fosse opened in promising stvle, but the
effort was not sustained, and within twelve
minutes Bury netted. Conner tested Bown,
who touched out, and again obtaining pos-
session, the left win drove an oblique shot
out of the reach of the custodian. Three
minutzs from the interval the visitors in-
creased their lead. From a free kick dward-
ed for an improper throw-in by a Leicester
player, Conner placed the ball nicely in the
goadmouth, and McKnight had little diffi-
culty in turning it into the net. A brilliant 7 . ST .
%ssmg movement between Douglas and |
ng led up to Fosse's only goal, and|

1 ) thorough ) n, and in
when the right r returned th o) | L warfare they m i
e it Kot B heaied mrondh Bed AT e e T s
fore the final whistle sounded, however, Mer-| | descri as “a v clean set of fello
cer increased Bury's lead. and ' orting,” and are said to be ‘‘a
The Bree st tival Combints wch | [ dh’%@h Bi o .
» : & ; = :
Sy S ey AVS OBl ELEs e %&m N i
to-morrow (Saturday), when the United play, | ‘their play. ﬁﬁn announced |
their first visit to Nuneaton in qum,.o’ff their intention to the ' of doing |
m Tbee}evend:osenlododuts&l& tpirlwellmton&eymhﬁdd 4
:—Perkins; Foster and King; War | | should ci ‘arise, to accept re-
burtor, Osborne and Holford ; Brooks, Mor- | |duced and help the officials in other
b areies, Mo ang, Dowee, -Nesl (R 1l aiviy Soppsitis dhes mbiin
is Mr. E. Rew, the
H&onh. u::f&e kick-off is at 330 M%ﬂnﬁ.

. L - - o ¥ %
v enthusiasts will doubtless have no-
ticed the game on the Holywell on
Saturday last, versus Tamworth, was started
This will h n more often than not, es-
pecially as darker days dyaw upon us
- - - e
_ Everyone who has been acquainted with| ' C
’{hvm of Coalville, is aware what a| “$
pe fill-back and sportsman he is. He has|

now agreed to return to Coalville Town,
release the United free of cost. '_M
i . L3 - L4 2

Hiﬁck/ey Times - Saturday 10 October 1914



HINCKLEY UNITED v. STAFFORD
RANGERS.

Hinck Uni after a succession of
heavy defeats at Nuneaton and Bloxwich,
were in at home this afternoomn, on the
not

Midland Counties Tribune - Saturday 31 October 1914




GRAND GAME AT HINCKLEY.

UNITED DRAW WITH TRAMS.

Hinckley United, after Their good per-
formance of the previous week, were ex-
to give Birmingham 1‘nn, the
ombination lcaders, a rare good tussle,
land as things turned out, so it proved,

the game ending in a draw of one
each. Neither teams were changed
the previous weck, and were as follows:

Hinckley : Perkins; Foster and King;
Holford, Warburton, and Moore; Law-
 rence, Morler, Sheldon, Mounteney, and
Osborne.
¢ Trams: Stafford; Pritchard and Ly-

cett : McCourty, Handley, and Rathbone;
Regan. Tippetts, Edwards, Houghton,
and Peplow.

Hinckley opencd short of Warburton
+| but he svon took his place, and the home
team had the best of mat for some
time, but eventually Mounteney skied the
t| ball over. Osborne also put n &
shot, but Pritchard cleared at the ex-
pense of a corner. Houghton had a good
chance for the Trams, but shot just wide.
Osborne again ran down and centred, but
Pritchard beat Sheldon in a race for the
ball and cleared. Perkins effected two

corner to the visitors was useless. Hinck-
ley then attacked determinedly, but the
work in front of goal was mot very com-
vincing. Sheldon passed to Osborne, but
the latter followed the example of others
| by shooting wide. There was no score at
the interval.

The Trams attacked stro in the
second half, and Perkine sa . A
further attack was frustrated by ter,
who booted down the field again. How-
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fine saves in a hot Trams’ attack, and a

— i —



Nuneaton Observer - Friday 20 November 1914

Hinckl Unked had to be content with another

w at home; - sharing the points with Bloxwich

visitors mhy esrned the point, for while lucky

o first hslf they had put up a splendid defence

e a plucky_recovery late in the second por-

sl m’ B T nckier o tho 8 K“’b.:i’ T xttentey
or Hino n st

& remarkable save in the second H’Su tho

trollers earned the two goals which Bishop n

Dayies scored. The home forwards shot T
the whole. e

Birmingham Daily Gazette - Monday 01 February 1915

mn—-—'. Sarompar Nax,
mcmv UNITED|

c-.-'-.uua GROUND, ATHERSTONE.
Kicx-ory AT 3.49,
Ju-bn. ‘Staad and Eaclosare (Gipey Laps), 84.

Atherstone News and Herald - Friday 02 April 1915

HINCKLEY UNITED F.C. FINANCES.

The balance sheet of the Hinckley United Football
Club, who last season finished fourth in the Birming-
bam Combination, reveals a most satisfactory state
of affairs, the balance in hand of £4 10s. 4d. at the
commencement of the season havig been converted into
a balance on the right side of £18 2s. 5%4d. The gate
recripts totalled £239 10s. $%d., and the dorations and

subscriptions £27 2s. 6d. The principal items of
:expenditure were £164 £s. for players’ weges and £65
ls, for railway fares. The sum of £41 borrowed money
was also repaid, !




Birmingham Daily Post - Saturday 14 August 1915

Line-ups
5.9.1914 Hin.ckley Bromsgrove i Bmekl . : S me .nd
United Rovers Waﬂ) mon’ OBhﬁj‘m an d nauo rd shng;g
n. Morley, Sheldon, Moore and Donce.
12.9.1914 Bournbrook | Hinckley ] N =
United
19.9.1914 Hinckley Willenhall 0
United Pickwick .W ol;g:kr;n; nnso'l}:{for?é Wxﬂit?n'
Morley, Skeldon, lloore. an& Pouee %
3.10.1914 Hinckley Tamworth
Sheldon (5) Castle
10.10.1914 | Nuneaton Hinckley
United
17.10.1914 | Hednesford | Hinckley
Town Ton ——— - _
24.10.1914 | Bloxwich Hinckley < 2
Strollers United Hinckley United : Perklns. Foster and
King; arburton, Osborne and Holford:
Lawrence, Morley, Sheldon, Mounteney and
i‘l DO-‘JFCC-—'-_'! -~ e wwtsn - ~— . .
31.10..1914 | Hinckley Stafford . _

Town ranges | | Hinckley: Perkins; Foster and King
Halford, Warburton, and Moore; Lawrence
 Morley, Mounteney, Sheldon. and Osborne.

7.11.1914 Bournville Hinckley .
United
14.11.1914 | Hinckley Birmingham

United Trams ‘ mnckley Parkins Fm and ng, HOI
ford. Warburton, and Moore; Lawrence
Morley. Sheldon, Mounteney, and Oshorne.

21111914 | Redditch Hinckley —Perkins; Foster and x’?n‘g‘. A
United Holford %arbnm and Brookes; Lawrence,
‘Morley, Sheldon, Moome and Osborne.
n.r A ™M Ve (Qenathwiclr)




28.11.1914 | Hinckley Cradley CIEETY PSS, ST e
United Heath Hinckley: Perkins; Bailey, and King
Holford, Warburton, and Oshorne; Law.
rence, Morley, Moore, Mounteney, anqd
Sheldon.
radlad Haath. Mattan . Praws RS
512,1914 Hinckley Atherstone
United
12.11.1914 | Cannock Hinckley
Town
26.12.1914 | Bilston Hinckley
United Town
28.12.1914 | Cradley Hinckley
Heath United
2.1.1915 Hinckley Redditch
United
9.1.1915 Birmingham | Hickley
Trans United
16.1.1915 Hinckley Bournville
Unted
23.1.1915 Safford Hinckley
Rangers United
30.1.1915 Hinckley Bloxwich
United Strollers
6.2.1915 Hednesford | Hinckley
United
13.2.1915 Hinckley Bournbrook
United
20.2.1915 Bromsgrove | Hinckley
Rovers United
27.2.1915 Hinckley Bilson
United United
6.3.1915 Willenhall Hinckley
Pickwick United
13.3.1915 Hinckley Nuneaton
United
20.3.1915 Tamworth Hinckley
Castle United
9.4.1915 Atherstone Hinckley
United
10.4.1915 Hinckley Cannock

United




