Leicestershire Senior League 1914-15

League Competition
Winner: Whitwick Imperial
Runner-Up: Coalville Town

Medal Competition
Winner: Coalville Swifts
Runner-Up: Whitwick Imperial

The outbreak of the First World War in September 1914 dramatically impacted football across
the country, and the Leicestershire Senior League was no exception. What began as a season
with several promising contenders quickly became a test of endurance, marked by club
withdrawals, reduced fixtures, and a creative solution to keep the spirit of competition alive.

Initially, several teams had joined the Leicestershire Senior League from various local
competitions, hoping for a full season of competitive football. These included:
e Burton All Saints (from the Burton & District Football Association)
e Coalville Swifts and Hugglescote St. John's (from the Coalville & District Amateur Football
League)
e Loughborough Corinthians Reserves and Sileby Victoria (from the Loughborough &
District Amateur Football League)
e Hinckley United Reserves

However, the shadow of war quickly fell over these ambitions. By the end of September 1914,
just weeks into the season, Burton All Saints, Earl Shilton Albion, Hinckley United Reserves,
Ibstock Albion, and Sileby Victoria all resigned without playing a single match. This mass exodus
left the Senior League with a mere seven teams, four of which hailed from the Coalville district,
highlighting the localised impact of the conflict on sports.

Committee Meetings and Club Challenges
The season wasn't without its administrative challenges and disciplinary actions:

e Resignations: The management committee formally accepted the resignation of Ibstock
Albion with regret. Hinckley United's resignation was also addressed, requiring a special
general meeting due to "different circumstances."

e Fixture Failures: Coalville Swifts successfully claimed 4s in expenses after Hugglescote St.
John's failed to fulfil their fixture on October 10th. No fine was imposed in this instance,
though the committee stressed it wasn't to be a precedent. Hugglescote St. John's was
given a deadline to settle this and other outstanding monies due to the league.

e Fines: Hugglescote St. John's was later fined 2s 6d for failing to send a representative to a
general meeting, and again for being 35 minutes late for a match at Whitwick on January
2nd, as well as for failing to send in the result sheet and player names.

e Shepshed Albion attempted to resign from the Medal Competition in January, but the
Committee, "in fairness to the other clubs," refused to accept their resignation from part
of the season's programme.

Post-Season Club Movements
As the season concluded, further changes in club affiliations and fates emerged:
e Burton All Saints moved to the Birmingham Combination.



e Earl Shilton Albion, who had initially left the Senior League in September, played out the
season in the Hinckley & District Football League.

e Loughborough Corinthians Reserves transitioned to the Loughborough & District
Football League for the 1920/21 season.

e Hinckley United Reserves and Sileby Victoria both rejoined the Senior League after the
war, for the 1919/20 season.

e Tragically, Hugglescote St. John's and Ibstock Albion both disbanded, casualties of the
challenging times.

The League Competition: Whitwick Imperial's Triumph

Despite the reduced numbers, the remaining clubs pressed on with the league competition. It
was a dominant performance from Whitwick Imperial, who secured the league title for the first
time in their history. They finished comfortably at the top of the table:

Leicestershire Senior League 1914-15

| P W D L F | A Pts
1 | Whitwick Imperial 10 9 0 1 41 13 18
2 Coalville Town 10 6 1 3 34 18 13
3 | Coalville Swifts (-2) 10 4 1 5 20 17 7
4 | Shepshed Albion 10 3 1 6 16 34 7
5 Hugglescote St. John's 10 2 2 6 17 37 6
6 Loughborough Corinthians Res (-2) 10 3 1 6 25 34 5
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Coalville Swifts 3-1 50 | 1-2
Coalville Town 1-2
Hugglescote St John's L/W
Loughborough Corinthians | 2-2
Shepshed Albion 3-2 | 1-3 | 22
Whitwick Imperial 2-1 | 5-1 5-1 10-0
Home win Away Win Draw I:I Score Not Known

League Results & Match Details

Match Details

5.9.1914 Loughborough 2 0 | Coalville Town Glebe -street ground.
Corinthians “In consequence of several of the
Harriman Loughborough players having

joined the colours, and the
possibility of others not being able

Widdowson




to play, the eleven is rather
uncertain.”
Warm sultry dry weather.

5.9.1914 Whitwick Imperial 2 1 | Coalville Swifts Duke of Newcastle ground.
Heath ™1 (1) | Moore Large crowd.
AN Other Both sides had chosen “Andy”
Moore to play for them, but he
figured in the Swifts ranks and was
substituted by Layton, a Bagworth
youth.
12.9.1914 | Coalville Swifts 1 2 Whitwick Imperial Fox and Gosse ground.
Wretched weather.
12.9.1914 | Coalville Town 4 1 Loughborough
AN Others Corinthians
T Belton
12.9.1914 | Shepshed Albion 2 2 | Hugglescote St
Rossel (28 min) M (2) | John's
Moore Brownlow (22 min)
Thurman
19.9.1814 | Coalville Swifts 2 0 | Hugglescote St
Middleton John's
Price
19.9.1814 | Loughborough POST Hinckley United Res | Hinckley were unable to raise a
Corinthians team.
19.9.1814 | Whitwick Imperial 5 1 Coalville Town
Roach (3)
Lockwood
Layton
26.9.1914 Withdrawals from the
Leicestershire League on account of
the war annulled all three fixtures
arranged: Burton All Saints were
due at Loughborough, Sileby
Victoria at Hinckley and Ibstock
Albion at Hugglescote, but all three
clubs name had disbanded.
3.10.1914 | Coalville Town Burton All Saints
3.10.1914 | Hugglescote St Ibstock Albion
John's
10.10.1914 | Coalville Swifts Hugglescote St Fox and Goose Ground
John's Although posters were produced
for the match, St John's went to
Moira to play United in a
Loughborough Cup tie.
10.10.1914 | Coalville Town 4 2 | Whitwick Imperial 1,000 spectators.
Barrett (3) (1 (2) | Jack Beard
Evans (2) Bourne
17.10.1914 | Hugglescote St 2 4 Loughborough Good attendance
John's (1) (1) | Corinthians Crescent Road ground.
Starkey Lakin Armstrong scored a second half
Brownslow Armstrong (3) hat-trick.
31.10.1914 | Coalville Swifts 3 1 | Loughborough Fox and Goose ground
Corinthians
31.10.1914 | Shepshed Albion 1 3 | Coalville Town The score was 1-1 after 5 minutes,
Start (1) (3) | Wilkins (2) Game not finished owing to
Ewan darkness.
7.11.1914 | Loughborough 2 2 | Coalville Swifts Football was scrappy and
Corinthians (1) (1) | W Moore uninteresting.
Ravencroft A Moore




Spencer

21.11.1914 | Hugglescote St Whitwick Imperial
John's
21.11.1914 | Shepshed Albion Loughborough
Corinthians
28.11.1914 | Coalville Swifts 1 2 | Coalville Town Fox and Goose
AN Other Barratt 500 spectators.
Heward Ground was very heavy, portions
being under water.
28.11.1914 | Hugglescote St 3 1 Shepshed Albion Albion missed two penalties
John's
12.12.1914 | Coalville Town 1 2 Coalville Swifts Good gate.
Wilkins Price Price missed a second half penalty
Lees for Swifts.
12.12.1914 | Hugglescote St Shepshed Albion
John's
19.12.1914 | Coalville Swifts POST Hugglescote St Heavy rain of Friday and Saturday
John's morning rendered the Fox and
Gosse ground unfit. Water covered
one corner of the field, and a
corner kick could only have been
taken with the player ankle deep.
Trenches were quickly dug to drain
the water off, but the referee would
not start, though the players were
anxious to.
19.12.1814 | Loughborough 2 6 | Whitwick Imperial Very poor attendance.
Corinthians (0) (4) | Layton (2) For the first 20 minutes
Roadley Roach (2) Loughborough played a man short
Wright Thorpe
Dexter
25.12.1914 | Shepshed Albion 0 3 | Whitwick Imperial “For some years it has been the
custom of Whitwick Imperial an
Shepshed Albion to pay their
Leicestershire Senior League
matches at Shepshed on Christmas
Day and at Whitwick on Boxing Day
and the have been many keen
contests which have attracted large
holiday crowds.”
26.12.1914 | Coalville Swifts Coalville Town
26.12.1914 | Loughborough 10 2 | Hugglescote St In consequence of a large amount
Corinthians (3) (1) | John's of rain falling on the frost bound
Spencer (4) Thurman ground during Friday night the
Birkin Lees pitch was in a very muddy sate.
Butler Having no Central Alliance game,
Widdowson (2) Loughborough reinforced their SL
Harriman (2) with six members of the fist XI
26.12.1914 | Whitwick imperial 5 0 | Shepshed Albion
Start
Dexter (2)
Thorp
Layton
2.1.1915 Coalville Town 8 2 Shepshed Albion Fairly good attendance.
Heward (5) (3) (2) | og Match full of incident and interest,
Barrett Pallett NB Loughborough Echo reported
Wilkins score as 7-2
G Smith
2.1.1915 Whitwick Imperial 5 1 | Hugglescote St Duke of Newcastle ground.
Dexter (2) (2) (0) | John's Fair attendance.
Bradford Lees




Lockwood Bradford, Whitwick's goalkeeper

Sharman scored from a penalty.

NB Loughborough Echo reported
score as 4-1
9.1.19145 | Whitwick Imperial 10 Loughborough Duke of Newcastle ground.

Thorpe (2) (6) Corinthians Faily good attendance

Dexter (2)

Moore (2)

Roach (2)

Bird

AN Other

16,1.1915 | Hugglescote St ABAN Coalville Town Coalville sent a weak team.

John's 4 Poor attendance - both sides

Ghent played with only 10 men.

Surman Abandoned 10 minutes from time

Brownlow following a violent hailstorm

Muggleton

23.1.1915 | Shepshed Albion 3 Loughborough The game was originally scheduled

Briars Corinthians for November 21st but was

Lovett AN Others postponed to allow the Albion to

og play in a cup tie.

30.1.1915 | Hugglescote St 2 Coalville Town
John's
30.1.1915 | Loughborough 1 Shepshed Albion Glebe Street, Loughborough.

Corinthians (1) Russell Small attendance.

Lewis Waldron Both sides had difficulty in fielding
an eleven and at the last moment
had to rearrange their teams

20.2.1915 | Coalville Town 9 Hugglescote St
John's
20.2.1915 | Shepshed Albion 3 2 | Coalville Swifts The game started 35 minutes late.
6.3.1915 Coalville Swifts 1 4 | Hugglescote St Fox and Goose ground.
Kirkland (1) John's Hugglescote played with 10 men
Mugglestone (2) throughout the second half and
Brownlow missed a penalty.
Surman
13.3.1915 | Hugglescote St 0 2 | Whitwick Imperial Fair attendance
John's (0) (1) | Lockwood (2)
27.3.1915 | Coalville Swifts 5 0 | Shepshed Albion Poor attendance

Kirkland 2) (

Cliff Price (2)

Starkey

Lees

Medal Competition

With the league fixtures significantly reduced due to the war-related resignations, the
management committee met on October 21st at the Eclipse Hotel. A unanimous decision was
made to introduce a Medal Competition to supplement the curtailed league programme. This
innovative idea allowed clubs to play additional home and away matches, covering their own
expenses and taking gate receipts, with a small percentage contributing to the winners' medals.

The Medal Competition proved to be a success, with Coalville Swifts emerging as champions:

Leicestershire Senior League - Medal Competition 1914-15

1 Coalville Swifts




2 Whitwick Imperial 6 3 1 2 11 6 7
3 Coalville Town 6 2 1 3 8 8 5
4 | Hugglescote St. John's 6 1 0 5 7 19 2
Medal Results & Match Details
Date \ Home \ Away Match Details
7.11.1914 | Coalville Town 1 0 Hugglescote St Johns Waggon and Horses ground.
Good attendance.
First match of the Medal
competition
9.1.1915 Coalville Town 1 2 Coalville Swifts Fair attendance.
Heward (0) (2) | Lees Third meeting this season - the
Price score on all occasions being 2-1; the
Swifts winning both the matches
played on the Bottom-ed ground,
while the Town on at Coalville East.
Town missed two penalties.
Swifts had a goal disallowed.
In the second period the Town
adopted he one-back game and the
Swifts were frequently offside
16.1.1915 | Hugglescote St A A | Coalville Town
John's 4 3
23.1.1915 | Whitwick 5 0 | Coalville Swifts Duke of Newcastle ground.
Joe Moore Whitwick's first Medal match.
Dexter (2)
Thorpe (2)
30.1.1915 | Coalville Swifts 4 1 Whitwick Imperial
6.2.1915 Hugglescote St 4 5 Coalville Swifts Low attendance
John's 2) (2) | Price (4) Lees goal for Hugglescote was
Lees Edgar Lees scored in a remarkable manner,
Nicholls receiving the ball from the centre
Cartwright and running through and netting
without anyone else touching the
ball.
27.2.1915 | Coalville Swifts ABAN Coalville Town
27.2.1915 | Whitwick Imperial 2 0 | Hugglescote Fairly good attendance.
Lockwood (2)
27.3.1915 | Coalville Town 1 1 Whitwick Imperial 500 spectators
Heward Lockwood Whitwick missed a first half penalty -
Roadley skimmed the bar.
3.4.1915 | Hugglescote St 1 4 | Coalville Town Good attendance
John's (0) (1) | Barratt Lovely weather
Bradford Steward
Green
Clarke
3.4.1915 | Whitwick Imperial 2 0 Coalville Town
2.4.1915 Coalville Swifts 7 1 Hugglescote
?24.1915 Coalville Town 1 3 | Coalville Swifts
10.4.1915 | Coalville Swifts 2 1 Coalville Town Fox and Gosse Ground
E Lees Wilkins Several hundred spectators
W Moore
10.4.1915 | Hugglescote St 1 0 | Whitwick Imperial 100 spectators
John's The only 2 points St John's secured
in the Medal competition

Championship Match

Home

Date

Match Details




| 243 | Whitwick Imperial | 2 | 2 | Coalville Swifts |

After the season finished the following teams moved from the league:
e Burton All Saints to the Birmingham Combination

e Earl Shilton Albion to the Hinckley & District Football League (moved this season after
leaving the Senior League in September)

e Loughborough Corinthians Reserves to the Loughborough & District Football League in
1920/21

e Hinckley United Reserves & Sileby Victoria both rejoined the Senior League after the war
in 1919/20.

e Hugglescote St. John's and Ibstock Albion both disbanded.

Match Reports & Additional Information
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Coalville Times - Thursday 3 September 1915
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HUGGLESCOTE DRAW AT SHEPSHED.

| Shepshed Albion phdcd their first home match
of the season, with Hugglescote St. John's as
visitors. Within the first five minutes two cor-
pers were forced by the Albion, and Beresford
was & prominent combatant, but all to no pur-
pose. [wenty-five minutes had elapsed when the
first poal was scored by Brownlow for the visitors
and within the next six minutes Rossel had
eoualised, and Thurman had again given his sid<
the lead. Half-time arrived with Huggiescote

2-1. The opening of the second was
tame. Midway through Shepched equalised,
thanks to good work by Moore. Some fadr'y
good attempts were made to make the issve a de-
cisive ome, and although the vistors were slightly
the better team, Hennocks, for the Albion, was
safe in . The result, therefore, was a draw of
two each. -

Leicester Daily Post - Monday 14 September 1914

Hugglescote St. John's get a
Point at Shepshed.

Hugglesome St. Jobn's did well in
opening match in
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Coalville Times - Friday 18 September 1914
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Coalville Times - Friday 16 October 1914

FOOTBALL.
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Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 29 October 1914



LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR

LEAGUE.
COALVILLE SWIFTS v. COALs |
. VILLE TOWN. .

saved from Heward.  The
ever, soon put on a ad goal, nicely
el vis. The Swifts had hard limes
q'n mtoor three occasions., corners being
no purpose. Half-time:—
Coalville TOWR ..eerereesessneee °
ville Swifts ....ccccoeees 0
—

Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 28 November 1914
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Coalville Times - Friday 4 December 1914

LEICESTERSMIRE SENIOR LEAGUE.

mm TOWN v. COALVILLE SWIFTS.
~ At Coalville. The game aroused considerable
interest, and there was a good gate. In the first,
h..ll not«hu'llﬁ was scored, though a keen struggle was
witnessed, the defence of each side being prominent, In
the second half Price ed for the Swifts, who were
> when a pen:ity was awarded. Pick saved
's ahot. Lees put on the Swifts’ second goal
and Wilkins scored for the Town. Result: ¢
COALVILLE SWIFTS, two goals;
COALVILLE TOWN, one goal.

Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - Thursday 17 December 1914
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RO’ CORINTHIANS 10

OTE ST. JOHN'S 2

Loughborough Echo - Friday 01 January 1915
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LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR
LEAGUE. .
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Leicester Evening Mail - Friday 12 February 1915

LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR LEAGUE
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Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - Thursday 25 February 1915
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Coalville Times - Friday 19 March 1915
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TO-DAY’S FOOTBALL.
LEICESTERSHIRE _ SENIOR
LEAGUE.

WOOI%E!‘ JOHN'S v. COAL-
TOWN.
At H in v weather, before a
The Mhl!v.mly
only mndmmf
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Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 05 April 1915
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LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR
FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

The Management Committee of this League met
at the Eciipse Hotel, Leicester, on Wednesday
evening. Mr. J, Ki presided, also present:
.\ln:-.‘ J. W, B.ilre‘;", R. T. Bradshaw, 0.
Flavill, and J. H. Linthwaite (hon. secretary and
T oe report of Whivwick lmperial for noa-felfi

report vw mper: non- -
ment of fixture at Hugglescote on Nov. 2lst—de-
ferred m\uldurmmuhhdh-;:y&—
i itw.ck

6e. compersation to Hugglescote St. John's.
’.ir J. KlPr:y and Mr. 5' Flavell were ap-
pointed 10 attend tie annasl meeting of the Lei-
cestershare Football Association on Ll&h.

gold
on the ground. Kick-off 4 p. Referee, Mr. R
T w. The final charts for the League
and the Medal C"'"S_'\'G'{",."‘ appecded.
Goals
gt v® & TR LT
Gk Tows .. — — .. ¢ 3 1 B B B
Onalville Swifts .. .. .. - 10 & 5§ {Dﬂ 1
Gopeded Aben o v 3L AR E &
T g Gorithians 10 3§ {2 % 8
* Coslville Swifts and Loughborough Corinthigns beve two
M“-ﬂdh*mndn“—.
MEDAL COMPETITION.
s mone e 3 IR D
Woktwick Smperial .. oo .. © 1118 %0
Cesiville Tows s 32 3 X B & &
Hugglescote St. John's s 2 5 0 T B 3

Leicester Daily Post - Friday 16 April 1915




