Northamptonshire League 1914-15

Winner: Northampton Town Reserves
Runner-up:?

Market Harborough Town departed from the Leicestershire Senior League in 1913 to compete in
the Northants League (forerunner of the United Counties League) for the 1913-14 season. Their
debut in the new league was respectable, as they secured a fourth-place finish. That season,
Wolverton claimed the championship title. This wasn't Market Harborough's first stint in the
Northants League; they had previously participated at the beginning of the 20th century.

The following season, 1914-15, was severely disrupted and ultimately fizzled out due to the
outbreak of war and a wave of team resignations. Five teams withdrew in September, and by the
start of 1915 only four remained. It seems very likely that the competition was abandoned
sometime during January 1915,

No League tables have been found to date.

Early in September Stamford withdrew from Northants League owing to their ground landlord
refusing them use of the ground. They were joined by Rushden Windmill.

At the September meeting of the Northants League:

e Desborough were reported for late arrival at Rugby. Their explanation was accepted.

e Rushden Fosse were reported for playing 10 men at Market Harborough, and excused.

e Owing to the war four clubs resigned: Bedford had their ground taken by the
Government; Stamford had been refused the use of their ground; Irthlingborough and
Wolverton had several players join the colours. The resignations were accepted with the
proviso that if the clubs could be reformed applications for re-entering the League be
made.

e Aletter was also received from Rugby that a large number of their players had enlisted.

e Itwas also reported there was a high probability that Rushden’s Windmill ground would
be unavailable.

In early 1915 it was announced that reported that 156 registered players had Joined the colours.
They were from the following clubs, Bedford 3, Kettering Reserves 8, Wellingborough 9, Rugby
27, Desborough 5, Irthlingborough 13, Wolverton 3, Rushden Windmill 1, Rushden Fosse 9,
Market 12, Stamford 11, Raunds 3, Northampton Reserves 6, and Fletton 12.

The Peterborough Express announced on 13 January that only four clubs remained in the
Northants League.

Several historians state that Northampton Reserves were the champions of the league, which
was abandoned.

Results & Match Details

Match Details
5.9.1914 Market Harborough 8 | 0 | Rushden Fosse Rushden played one man short
Toseland (3) throughout the game. Six of their
Turner (2) players and three committee

members were on national service.




Churman

Toseland and Turner made their

Sullivan Harborough debuts.
Abbott
5.9.1914 Northampton Res 2 Kettering Res
5.9.1914 Rugby 0 Desborough
12.9.1914 | Bedford Rushden Fosse
12.9.1914 | Irthlingborough Desborough
12.9.1914 | Kettering Res 1 Northampton Res
12.9.1914 | Market Harborough 2 Wellingborough Town
12.9.1914 | Raunds Stamford
12.9.1914 | Rushden Windmill Wolverton
19.9.1914 | Desborough 2 Markt Harborough
Stratford Toseland
Taylor
3.10.1914 | Desborough 2 Raunds
3.10.1914 | Wellingborough 11 Rugby
17.10.1914 | Market Harborough 2 Kettering Res
Res
24.10.1914 | Market Harborough 0 Desborough
31.10.1914 | Rugby Market Harborough
28.11.1914 | Market Harborough 3 Kettering Town Res
Res
12.12.1914 | Desborough 1 Northampton Res
25.12.1914 | Market Harborough Desborough
Res
25.12.1914 | Wellingborough Northampton Res
26.12.1914 | Market Harborough Rugby
Res
26.12.1914 | Kettering Raunds




