
 
Central Alliance League 1915-16 

 
 Winner Runner-Up 

First Series Ilkeston United New Hucknall Colliery 

Second Series Mansfield Town  

 
The season was divided into two series. The first was completed. Ilkeston United, Long Eaton 

Town and Loughborough Corinthians did not take part in the second series, which was not 

completed, although Manfield Town were crowned champions.   

 

The league did not restart until the 1919–20 season after the war had ended. 

 
First Series 

  P W D L F A Pts 

1 Ilkeston United 16 11 2 3 55 36 24 

2 New Hucknall Colliery 16 9 3 4 36 20 21 

3 Loughborough Corinthians 16 9 1 6 38 28 19 

4 Shirebrook 16 7 3 6 18 27 17 

5 Sutton Town 16 7 2 7 28 26 16 

6 Mansfield Town 16 7 0 9 33 33 14 

7 Mansfield Mechanics 16 5 2 9 35 35 12 

8 Long Eaton Town 16 5 1 10 28 43 11 

9 Sutton Town 16 5 0 11 27 60 10 

 

  
Second Series 

   P W D L F A Pts 

1 Mansfield Town 10 10 0 0 42 7 20 

2 Shirebrook 9 6 0 3 20 14 12 

3 New Hucknall Colliery 9 5 1 3 42 10 11 

4 Sutton Town 10 4 1 5 35 20 0 

5 Sutton Junction 9 1 0 8 10 56 2 

6 Mansfield Mechanics 9 1 0 8 5 48 2 

 

The overlap between the first and second series fixtures makes it impossible to distinguish 

between the two sets of results. For this reason, all scores are combined into a single results 

grid. Additionally, it appears that results from some abandoned games may have been counted 

in the final league tables, although this remains unverified. 
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Ilkeston United  3-2 5-1 1-0 4-3 3-1 2-0 12-0 3-2 

Long Eaton Town 2-1  3-1 2-5 0-2 3-1 5-0 1-3 1-4 

Loughborough Corinthians 1-2 3-1  4-2 1-0 3-1 4-1 4-1 0-1 

Mansfield Mechanics 3-2 6-2 12-2  1-2 

0-6 

0-2 2-1 4-1 

3-2 

3-1 

4-1 

Mansfield Town 0-6 3-0 0-2 2-0 

6-0 

 1-0 

2-1 

1-2 

2-1 

10-1 3-1 

New Hucknall Colliery 4-4 5-1 3-3 7-0 2-3 

2-1 

 2-0 

7-1 

3-2 

2-1 

4-1 

3-2 

Shirebrook 0-0 0-3 3-1 1-0 3-1 1-0  2-0 2-0 

3-2 

Sutton Junction 0-8 4-0 3-5 3-1 

3-1 

3-2 

0-6 

1-3 

0-17 

1-3 

0-6 

 3-0 

3-5 

Sutton Town 2-1 2-2 0-3 3-0 

13-0 

2-1 

2-4 

0-1 

1-1 

6-0 

1-2 

5-2 

0-5 

4-0 

 

 
 
Results & Match Details  

Date Home   Away Match Details 

4.9.1915 Ilkeston United 4 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

Mansfield Town Manor Ground. 

Surprising result. 

4.9.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 4 1 Sutton Junction  

4.9.1915 Sutton Town 6 0 Shirebrook  

11.9.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Belton 

AN Other 

Ravenscroft 

Thurman 

4 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Shirebrook 
Mahon 

Glebe Street. 

Moderate number of supporters. 

11.9.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 
Johnson 

Revill 

 

3 

(1) 

3 

(0) 

Ilkeston United  

11.9.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 2 3 Mansfield Town At Huthwaite. 

Excellent gate. 

11.9.1915 Sutton Junction 3 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Sutton Town Large crowd. 

Junction relied on local youths, caused a 

surprise. 

18.9.1915 Ilkeston United 
Bird (2) 

Burton (2) 

Smith 

5 1 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Spencer 

 

18.9.1915 Long Eaton 1 3 Sutton Junction  

18.9.1915 Mansfield Town 1 2 Shirebrook  

18.9.1915 Sutton Town 0 1 New Hucknall Colliery  



25.9.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Crowson 

Wain 

Hopkinson 

3 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
Booth 

Glebe Street Ground. 

Played in brilliant sunshine. 

25.9.1915 Manfield Town 4 2 Sutton United  

25.9.1915 Shirebrook 0 0 Ilkeston United  

25.9.1915 Sutton Junction 4 0 Long Eaton  

2.10.1915 Mansfield Mechanic 6 

(3) 

2 

(1) 

Long Eaton Field Mill ground/ 

Moderate attendance. 

2.10.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 3 2 Sutton Junction Huthwaite. 

2.10.1915 Shirebrook 
Pickering 

Rounds 

AN Other 

3 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Spencer 

Corinthians struggled to get an eleven together 

to make the journey to Shirebrook, as a number 

of the regular members of the sides were 

engaged in munition work and consequently 

unable to leave early. 

 “The Fosse F.C. very kindly came to the rescue 

by placing the services of several of the players 

who they were not requiring, at the 

Loughborough club's disposal. Three men were 

signed on Friday, but it is only' fair to them to 

state that previous to the game at Shirebrook 

they had not taken part in a match this season. 

The score of 3-1 was not a true reflection of the 

game, as the Loughborough, side had quite as 

much of the play as their opponents, and I am 

told Shirebrook's second goal was palpably 

offside, whilst the visiting forwards missed 

several golden opportunities, whilst off-side 

robbed them of their chances.” 

2.10.1915 Sutton Town 
Revell (1 + pen) 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Mansfield Town 
G Smith 

Poor gate. 

9.10.1915 Long Eaton 0 2 Mansfield Mechanics 
Cook (2) 

Poor gate. 

9.10.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Belton 

1 2 Ilkeston United 
Burton 

Viccars 

Fair attendance. 

Ilkeston remained unbeaten 

9.10.1915 Shirebrook 
Rouds 

Mahon 

2 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Sutton Town  

9.10.1915 Sutton Junction 

Oscroft 

1 

(0) 

3 

(0) 

New Hucknall Colliery 

Sankey (pen +1) 

Holt 

 

Both teams were at full strength. 

16.10.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 
Selby 

Richardson (1 + pen) 

Short (2) 

Cooke 

Tattersall (3) 

Sims (2) 

Crook 

12 

(5) 

2 

(1) 

Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Thurman 

Armstrong 

 

Dull weather. 

16.10.1915 New Hucknall Collier 
Davis 

Sankey (2) 

Holt (2) 

5 

(2) 

1 

)-_ 

Long Eaton  

16.10.1915 Shirebrook 
Mahon 

Pickering 

Rounds 

Cook 

3 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

Mansfield Town 
Bryan 

 



Tattersall 

16.10.1915 Sutton Town 
Pickering 

Revill 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Ilkeston United 
Vickers 

Ilkeston went into this fixture at the top of the 

Alliance table. 

Dull and threatening weather. 

Poor gate. 

23.10.1915 Ilkeston United 

Burton 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics Manor Ground, Ilkeston 

23.10.1915 Long Eaton 1 

(1) 

4 

(3) 

Sutton Town  

23.10.1915 Mansfield Town 0 

(0) 

2 

(2) 

Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Spencer 

Thurman 

Small attendance. 

23.10.1915 Sutton Junction 1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

Shirebrook Both teams were well represented 

Moderate attendance 

30.10.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Thurman (2) 

Spence 

Butler 

4 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Sutton Junction 
Brooks 

Sutton commenced with 9 men. 

Butler scored form 20 yards. 

A goal kick by the Sutton keeper went straight to 

Thurman in the second period. He trapped the 

ball and kicked it straight into the back of the 

Sutton net. 

Sutton scored the final goal of the game in the 

75h minute. 

30.10.1915 Mansfield Town 0 

(0) 

6 

(2) 

Ilkeston United 
Vickers (1 + pen) 

Congreve 

AN Others 

Fair attendance. 

A collection for the Cigarette Fund raised 8s 2d. 

30.10.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 
Holt (3) 

Davis 

Sankey (2 + pen) 

7 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics Huge gate 

Mansfield missed a first half penalty. A collection 

on the ground for the Soldiers’ Tabacco Fund 

made £2. 

30.10.1915 Shirebrook 0 3 Long Eaton  

6.11.1915 Ilkeston United 
Bird (2) 

2 0 Shirebrook Moderate attendance. 

Shirebrook arrived 30 mins late. 

The home team started the game 3 men short 

and with the sun in their faces. 

Thes second half began without an interval 

6.11.1915 Long Eaton 
Morton 

Smith (pen) 

2 

(2) 

5 

(3) 

Mansfield Town 
Harrison 

Ward 

Foster (2) 

Long Eaton had the assistance of former 

Sheffield Utd player, Hall. 

6.11.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 
Cook (2) 

Brooks 

3 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

Sutton Town 
Pickering (pen) 

Fairly good crowd. 

Mechanics played one man short throughout 

the second period owing to a groin injury to 

their right full-back, Johnson. 

6.11.1915 Sutton Junction 
T Dunn 

Oscroft 

Sharpe (pen) 

3 

(1) 

5 

(1) 

Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Armstrong 

Ravenscroft 

Belton 

Thurman (2) 

Splendid weather. 

The Junction were poorly represented 

13.11.1915 Ilkeston United 
Bird (2) 

Vickers 

3 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
AN Other 

The last 15 mins was played in very bad light. 

13.11.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Butler (2) 

Armstrong 

3 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Long Eaton 
Baker 

Very small gat. 

13.11.1915 Shirebrook 
Rounds 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics  



13.11.1915 Sutton Junction 
T Dunn 

Shore 

Hughes 

3 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

Mansfield Town 
G Smith 

Brown 

Poor attendance. 

Sutton started with 10 men, T Dunn making up 

the team later. 

The winning goal was scored 2 mins from time. 

20.11.1915 Ilkeston United 
Burton (2) 

Bird 

3 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Sutton Town 
Poole 

AN Other 

Sutton were the only team to have eaten 

Ilkeston in the League. 

20.11.1915 Long Eaton 
Hall (4) 

Baker 

5 

(4) 

0 

(0) 

Shirebrook Hall scored 4 goals in the first period. 

20.11.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 

Davis (2) 

AN Other (pen) 

3 3 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Spencer 

Widdowson 

Neal 

 

20.11.1915 Sutton Junction 
Brooks (2) 

Orton 

3 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics 
Cuthbertson 

 

27.11.1915 Long Eaton 
Hall (2) 

3 1 Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Spencer 

Splendidly contested. 

The game ended in semi-darkness. 

27.11.1915 Mansfield Town 1 0 New Hucknall Colliery  

27.11.1915 Shirebrook 2 0 Sutton Junction  

27.11.1915 Sutton Town 3 0 Mansfield Mechanics  

4.12.1915 Long Eaton 3 

(1) 

Aban 

1 

(0) 

New Hucknall Colliery Less than 100 spectators. 

Game played in pouring rain and abandoned 

with 17 mins remaining  

4.12.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 

0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Sutton Town Game should have been abandoned at the 

beginning of the second period, for it was 

impossible for any spectators to watch the 

progress of the ball/ The ground lied against the 

Midland Railay and in addition to the dense fog, 

the ground was at times half enveloped in steam 

and smoke from passing trains. 

Rain fell heavily throughout the game. 

Loughborough withstood numerous onslaughts 

by Sutton until 70th minute when they were 

beaten by the only goal of the game. 

4.12.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 1 

(1) 

Aban 

2 

(0) 

Mansfield Town Played in wretched conditions. 

Game stopped 6 mins from time owing to fog 

and darkness. 

4.12.1915 Sutton Junction 0 

Aban 

8 Ilkeston United Thick fog and heavy rain. 

It was decided to play 35 mins each way. 

Ilkeston managed to muster 10 players and 

Junction fielded a poor side, including a 

committee man keeping goal. 

After the second half began, the Junction men 

wanted to leave the ground, but the referee and 

the Ilkeston players objected – Sutton played on. 

After conceding 2 more goals, the Sutton keeper 

let the ground. After 2 more mins play the 

referee abandoned the game with 18 mins to go. 

11.12.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 

4 2 Mansfield Mechanics Loughborough avenged their heaviest defeat of 

the season. 

The Mechanics scored first. 

11.12.1915 Mansfeld Town 6 0 Sutton Junction  

11.12.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 4 4 Ilkeston United  

11.12.1915 Sutton Town  2 2 Long Eaton  

18.12.1915 Ilkeston United 

Burton (5) 

12 

(7) 

0 

(0) 

Sutton Junction Small attendance. 



Vickers (6) 

Congreave 

18.12.1915 Mansfield Mechanics 0 

(0) 

2 

(2) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
Holt 

AN Other 

 

 

18.12.1915 Mansfield Town 
Dexter (pen) 

Foster 

Middleton 

3 0 Long Eaton Small attendance 

18.12.1915 Sutton Town 0 

(0) 

3 

(1) 

Loughborough 

Corinthians 
Thurman (2) 

Neale 

 

Sutton were not only short of their regular 

goalkeeper, but for some time had to play with 

10 men. The team was eventually made up by 

one of the committee turning out. 

25.12.1915 Long Eaton 2 1 Ilkeston United  

25.12.1915 Mansfield Town 2 0 Mansfield Mechanics  

25.12.1915 Shirebrook A 

0 

A 

0 

New Hucknall Colliery  

25.12.1915 Sutton Town 5 2 Sutton Junction  

26.12.1915 Ilkeston United 3 2 Long Eaton  

26.12.1915 Loughborough 

Corinthians 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Town Loughborough played their closing match of the 

season in “a perfect hurricane of wind and rain.” 

26.12.1915 Mansfield Mechanics A 

1 

A 

1 

Shirebrook  

26.12.1915 New Hucknall Colliery   Sutton Town  

1.1.1916 Ilkeston United POST  Long Eaton  

1.1.1916 New Hucknall Colliery  
Burton 

Sankey 

2 0 Shirebrook  

1.1.1916 Mansfield Mechanics Aban 

0 

(0) 

 

4 

(2) 

Mansfield Town 
Howsley (3) 

Middleton 

Field Mill 

100 spectators. 

Gale and heavy rain. 

Abandoned after 65 mins as he gale had 

increased in force. 

1.1.1916 Sutton Town 0 

(0) 

5 

(1) 

Sutton Junction 
Ralph Dunn (2) 

Books  

AN Others 

The Town had only 9 men and the Junction 10. 

8.1.1916 Mansfield Town 
Brown 

Congreve 

Middleton 

3 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Sutton Town 
Pickering 

Small attendance 

Mansfield missed a first minute penalty. 

8.1.1916 Shirebrook 
Rounds 

1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

New Hucknall Colliery  

8.1.1916 Sutton Junction 
Shore (3) 

3 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Mansfield Mechanics 
A Walters 

Moderate attendance. 

Mansfield played the whole game with 10 men. 

15.1.1916 Mansfield Mechanics 2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Shirebrook Moderate attendance 

15.1.1916 New Hucknall Colliery 
Sankey 

Smith 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Mansfield Town 
Brown 

Home team included Neale, from 

Loughborough. 

15.1.1916 Sutton Town 4 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Sutton Junction  

22.1.1916 Mansfeld Mechanics 0 

(0) 

8 

(4) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
Holt (3) 

Davies (4) 

Sankey 

Moderate attendance. 

Mechanics were composed mainly of soldiers 

from a local camp. 



22.1.1916 Shirebrook 
Baptiste 

Lees 

Rounds 

3 

(0) 

2 

(1) 

Sutton Town 
Poole (2) 

 

22.1.1916 Sutton Junction 0 

(0) 

6 

(4) 

Mansfield Town 
Brown 

Congreve (3) 

Middleton (2) 

Moderate attendance. 

The visitors had a good following. 

29.1.1915 Mansfield Town 

Dexter 

Middelton 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Shirebrook 

Rounds 

Large attendance – many from Shirebrook 

29.1.1915 New Hucknall Colliery 4 

(3) 

1 

(00 

Sutton Junction  

29.2.1915 Sutton Town 
Pickering 

Poole (3) 

Simms (2) 

Pickering 

England 

Linacre (2) 

Charlesworth (2) 

13 

(5) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics  

5.2.1916 Mansfield Town 
Handford 

Congreve (3) 

Middleton 

G Smith 

6 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Mansfield Mechanics Moderate attendance. 

5.2.1916 New Hucknall Colliery 

Barton (2 pens) 

Davis 

3 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Sutton Town 
Pickering (2) 

Excellent gate. 

A game full of excitement and incident. 

Sutton started the game with 9 men – the 

missing players appeared after 15 mins play. 

5.2.1916 Sutton Junction 0 

(0) 

6 

(6) 

Shirebrook 

Pickering (3) 

Batiste (2) 

Bennett 

Delightful weather. 

Home side was comprised mainly of ‘young’ 

players. 

12.2.1916 Mansfield Mechanics 3 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Sutton Junction 50 spectators 

Junction fielded a weak side. 

Mechanics first win since November. 

12.2.1916 New Hucknall Colliery 
Davis (3) 

Sankey (2) 

Holt 

Pickering 

7 

(3) 

1 

(0) 

Shirebrook New Hucknall ground. 

Davis [Hucknall] missed two easy chances in the 

opening few mis. 

12.2.1916 Sutton Town 
Pickering 

Lineker 

2 

(1) 

4 

(1) 

Mansfield Town 
Housley 

Congreve 

Foster (pen) 

Middleton 

Gound was in a very poor state owing to melting 

snow 

19.2.1916 Mansfield Town 
Housley (2) 

2 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
AN Other 

Good attendance. 

19.2.1916 Shirebrook 4 0 Mansfield Mechanics  

19.2.1916 Sutton Junction 
E Marriott 

R Dunn (2) 

3 

(1) 

5 

(2) 

Sutton Town 
Pickering (2) 

Linacre 

Poole (2) 

Poor attendance. 

Part way through the second period Junction led 

3-2. 

26.2.1916 Mansfield Town POST  Sutton Junction  

26.2.1916 New Hucknall Colliery POST  Mansfield Mechanics Pitch covered in snow to a depth of 2ft. 

26.2.1916 Sutton Town POST  Shirebrook  

4.3.1916 Mansfield Mechanics 
Handford 

1 4 Sutton Town 
Pickering (2) 

Simms 

“Mechanics had as usual a scratch side which 

included five soldiers and some substitutes.” 



4.3.1916 Shirebrook 0 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

Mansfield Town 
Congreve 

 

4.3.1916 Sutton Junction 0 

(0) 

17 

(6) 

New Hucknall Colliery 
Reeves (2) 

Sankey (2) 

Neale 

Davis (5) 

Hopkinson 

Bradley (2) 

AN Others 

Pitch in places covered in 3-4 inches of snow. 

“There appeared to be the usual shortage of 

players, and the home team was no completed 

until after the game had commenced and even 

then, there had to be a brief stoppage in order 

to get somebody to represent them as 

linesman,” 

11.3.1916 Mansfield Mechanics 0 6 Mansfield Town  

11.3.1916 Shirebrook POST  Sutton Junction  

11.3.1916 Sutton Town POST  New Hucknall Collery  

18,3.1916 Mansfield Town 
Congreve (3) 

Housley (3) 

Middelton 

Bryant 

G Smith (2) 

10 

(5) 

1 

(0) 

Sutton Junction 
R Dunn 

Small gate 

Misty weather 

18,3.1916 New Hucknall Colliery 2 1 Sutton Town  

18.3.1915 Sutton Town 
Linacre 

1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Shirebrook 
Rounds (2) 

 

25.3.1916 Sutton Town 
Pickering 

1 1 New Hucknall Colliery 
Davis 

Last Alliance match played during WW1. 

Neither side was at full strength 

 
 
Selected Match Reports & Additional Information 

 

 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph - Thursday 19 August 1915 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post - Saturday 21 August 1915 

 

 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - Thursday 02 September 1915 

 



 
Loughborough Echo - Friday 10 September 1915 

 



 
Loughborough Echo - Friday 17 September 1915 



 

 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News – Thursday 23 September 1915 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - Thursday 30 September 1915 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 04 October 1915 

 

 



 
Football Post (Nottingham) - Saturday 09 October 1915 

 



 
Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 30 October 1915 

 

 



 
Sheffield Independent - Monday 08 November 1915 

 



 
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 13 November 1915 

 

 



 



Mansfield Reporter - Friday 26 November 1915 

 

 

 
Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 04 December 1915 



 
 



 

 



Loughborough Echo - Friday 10 December 1915 

 

 

 
Football Post (Nottingham) - Saturday 11 December 1915 

 



 
Football Post (Nottingham) - Saturday 11 December 1915 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 20 December 1915 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Leicester Daily Mercury - Monday 27 December 1915 

 


