FA Cup 1914-15

Winner: Sheffield United
Runner-up: Chelsea

SHEFFIELD UNITED. enGLISH CUP WINNERS 19148 S

Of the eight Leicestershire teams that entered this season's competition, none managed to
progress beyond the sixth qualifying round.. The early stages of the tournament were decimated
by withdrawals and forfeits caused by wartime travel restrictions and the significant loss of
playing personnel to front lines in Europe. In the final wash-up, more than 90 ties across the
extra preliminary, preliminary and first qualifying rounds were not contested and recorded as
walkovers or forfeits.

Ultimately, the 12 winning teams from the sixth qualifying round were Nottingham Forest,
Glossop and Lincoln City from the Football League Second Division, along with non-league sides
Swansea Town, Bristol Rovers, Rochdale, Croydon Common, Merthyr Town, South Shields, Luton
Town, Goole Town and Darlington. Goole Town was appearing in the competition proper for the
first time, while Nottingham Forest was required to participate in the qualifying rounds for the
first time. Glossop was competing as a Football League team for the last time, being voted out of
the Second Division at the end of the season, while Croydon Common would be the only club
from the Football League or the Southern League First Division to be wound up before the
resumption of full competitive football in 1919.



The 1915 FA Cup final took place on April 24, 1915, between Sheffield United and Chelsea. It was
the last final before competitive football was suspended in Britain due to the First World War. In
a one-sided game Chelsea played a long way below their best Cup form. Molyneux should have
prevented Simmons's opener for Sheffield ten minutes before half-time. Yet Chelsea's defence
did keep them in with a chance until six minutes from the end. Then Fazackerley and Kitchen
added further goals to give Sheffield their third Cup victory.

Known as the "Khaki Cup Final" because of the many uniformed soldiers in the crowd, it had an
attendance of about 50,000, which was lower than previous years due to wartime restrictions
and the mobilisation of young men.

Chelsea had the easiest start in the FA Cup competition, their first round match was with
Swindon Town, a Southern Football League team, but they made heavy work of it requiring a
replay to defeat them and conceding 3 goals during the two matches. Their Cup performance
improved considerably, and after defeating Arsenal (then a Second Division side) in the second
round, they defeated several First Division sides who finished above them in the league table,
including Everton who later went on to win the league that season.

Sheffield United beat Blackpool, a Second Division side, in the first round and progressed
steadily until round four, where they required a replay to defeat Oldham Athletic, who finished
above them in the First Division that season. In the semi-final, Sheffield United faced Bolton
Wanderers, with their captain Utley scoring a rare goal.

Preliminary Round

Date

26.9.1914

Long Eaton St

Helen’s
Hickingbottom
Gillott

Coalville Town
E Wilkins
G Smith

Match Details

LONG EATON v COALVILLE TOWN

At Long Eaton, before 2,000 spectators. The home team
immediately became aggressive and were a goal up
within five minutes. Preen played nicely to
Hickinbottom, the speedy outside right, and he tricked
Pallet, and worked in to drive the ball into the corner of
the net. Coalville rushed down, and Smith coming out
of his goal, saved cleverly while on his knees. The home
team gradually took the game in hand, and Griffth
troubled Scrivens with a dropping shot. Thurman sent
into the side of the net. Coalville were a source of
trouble to the home defence, but Smith had no
difficulty in keeping his goal intact. Play became very
scrapy, neither team showing good combination. Gillott
just missed heading a goal, but a minute later a
surprise 25 yard out from the same player was
completely misjudged by Scrivens. Half-time:

Long Eaton 2 Coalville 0

Resuming Coalville opened well, giving the home
defence a very hot time, and the visitors fully earned
the success which came their way. The home goalie
made several clearances, but then with the defence
spreadeagled E Wilkins had no difficulty in scoring.
Long Eaton pressed, but he forwards were weak in
front of goal. Hickenbottom raced through, hi final shot
ging wide. Coalville then broke away, and during a
scrimmage the ball appeared to pass over the line and
G Smith made doubly sure. With the score two all play




livened up, and the home team kept up the pressure
but could not ga the lead. Result:

Long Eaton 2 Coalville 2
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26.9.1914

Mansfield
Mechanics
Cook
Richardson

Hinckley United

MANSFIELD MECHS v HINCKLEY UNITED

At Mansfield before a good attendance. The game was
even for some time, but eventually Hinckley forced
matters and Harrison had to save twice in quick
succession. Several other corner kicks fell to both sides,
and the home half-backs did some good work in
breaking up dangerous attacks. Kilner, who was playing
a pretty game, got in a nice centre which enabled
Richardson to strike the bar; and Cook meeting the
rebound rushed the ball through. A few minutes later
Richardson converted home a pass by Cook. Interval: -
Mansfield Mechanics 2 Hinckle United 0

Mechanics had the best of matters for some time,
Perkins being kept busy by Cook and Bowmer. Several
chances were not converted by either side, and when
Hinckley took a turn at pressing more good shooting
was seen by Osborn, the centre half, and Taylor and
Kelly on the right wing. Harrison however, proved equal
to the occasion. Kilner had hard luck in being
unsuccessful with a grand shot which struck the bar.
Result:

Mansfield Mechanics 2 Hinckley 0
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26.9.1914

Market
Harborough

Loughborough
Corinthians

MARKET HARBOROUGH v LOUGHBOROUGH COR
At Market Harborough. Loughborough had Walker off
with an injured knee after 25 minutes play. Up to this
time they had had a little the best of matters.
Subsequently they had a fair share of the game, but
generally speaking the defence was better than the
attack on both sides, and a blank score sheet at half-
time fairly represented the run of the game.

Result:-

Market Harboro’ 4 Loughborough Corin. 0
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26.9.1914

Shepshed Albion
Start (2)
Beresford

AN Others

Castle Donington
Town
AN Others

SHEPSHED ALBION v CASLE DONNGTON

At Shepshed The visitors kicked off a small number and
the home side pressed, Start, scoring after seven
minutes. The same player added a second three
minutes later. Albion kept up strong pressure and
forced four corners without result before Beresford
scored a third at the end of half an hour. Albion
continued to have the best of the best of the game, and
several times nearly scored. Half-time: Shepshed 3;
Castle Donington 0.

Result: Shepshed Albion 6 Caste Donington 2
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26.9.1914

Sutton Junction

(0)

(0)

Whitwick Imperial

WHITWICK IMP. v SUTTON JUNCTION

At Whitwick before 1500 Spectators. Sutton were early
seen to advantage, good forward work bringing fine
returns by Moore, Lovett, and Cook. The latter once
headed away beautifully from Belshaw. Keeling ran out
and cleared brilliantly. Davis, on the Sutton right shot




beautifully, Wright tipping the ball outside the post for a
corner. When the attack was renewed Wright saved
luckily from Brooks, the ball from a terrific volley
rebounding the custodian's knee. Hands against Lovett
put the home goal in danger again, and Wright effected
another good save from Brooks. Sutton hereabouts
were having the best of matters, two strong attacks
being repulsed, while Davis was off-side after he had
netted. Another shot from Sutton’s outside-right
skimmed the bar. Roach for Whitwick grazed the post
Interval: Whitwick Imperial 0 Sutton Junction 0

Result: Sutton Junction 2 Whitwick Imp 0
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26.9.1914

Tibshelf Colliery
Robinson
Walters

Coalville Swifts
Price

TIBSHELF COLLIERY v COALVILLE SWIFTS

At Tibshelf. The opening day was very even. The visitors
right centred well, and Price netted, but the point
nullified through off-side. Tibshelf had the best of the
game and forced a couple of the corners. From a good
centre Robinson scored. Tibshelf forced another corner
which Sparham played well, and Walters scored.
Half-time: Tibshelf 2 Coalville 0

Result: Tibshelf 2 Coalville 1
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Preliminary Round replay

30.9.1914 | Coalville Town 1 3 | Long Eaton COALVILLE TOWN v. LONG EATON ST. HELEN'S.
Twigg Preen Re-Played English Cup-Tie.

Hickenbottom Having drawn at Long Eaton on Saturday, these teams
met on the Wagon and Horses ground, Coalville,
yesterday before nearly 1,000 spectators. Coalville had
to play two reserves for Heward and H. Smith and facing
the sun in the first half were much, pressed, the St.
Helen's showing superior ' football, but Scrivens kept
goal well and only Preen beat him. In the second half
Coalville Town started well, and soon equalised through
Twigg, from a lovely centre by Marshall. Hickenbottom
gave Long Eaton the lead again, and Gillott put on No. 3.
Coalville tried hard, and the Long Eaton goalkeeper was
several times called upon. Result
LONG EATON ST HELEN'S 3
COALVILLETOWN O
Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 01 October 1914

1% Qualifying Round
Date \ Match Details
10.10.1914 | llkeston United 4 0 | Shepshed Albion ILKESTON UNITED v SHEPSHED ALBION

Baker
Vickers
Allen (pen)

On the Manor Ground, Ilkeston, before a small
company. The visitors had to defend early two or three
times, and then Machin (llkeston) and Beresford
(Shepshed) collided violently, the first-named being
carried off, apparently badly injured, but the crowd was
agreeably surprised to see him return shortly
afterwards. United had an opening, but Sharpe sent
outside. Clake put in a good shot from the left, but




Miller saved finely. Directly afterwards Baker beat the
custodian and opened up the scoring for United. Allen
centred to Vickers who registered a second goal ten
minutes later. “hands” against Shepshed gave United a
penalty and Allen made no mistake. Palesthorpe next
saved a dangerous shot, and again the visitors’ goal a
narrow escape. Miller was responsible for some smart
work in goal. Halftime:

llkeston United 3 Shepshed Albio 0

After crossing over, harp sent too high, his ill-luck still
pursuing him. Baker also headed over when there was
a good opening, and Vickers kicked wide with an open
goal before him. The visitors attacked and Beresford
compelled Palesthorpe to fist away an awkward shot.
Baker shot across goal, missing the net by inches. A
minute later, however, Vickers, with a tremendous shot,
increased the score to four. Clarke raced down the left
wing and gave Miller aa stinger, which he handled
smartly. Palethorpe also showed good form at the
opposite end, but Shepshed did not become dangerous
very frequently. Miller saved while lying full length from
Allen. Result:-

llkeston United 4 Shepshed Albion
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10.10.1914 | Mansfield 3 1 | Market MANSFIELD MECANICS v MARKET HAR.
Mechanics (2) | (0) | Harborough At Mansfield, before a moderate attendance. Play was
Cooke Barcock (pen) even at the opening, and 15 minutes from the start
SHO_d::in Statham dropped in a nice centre when well up, Cooke
pic

converting. From the kick-off Kilner took the ball up,
and Hodkin, meeting the pass, scored a second goal.
Mansfield continued their pressure, but at length
Harborough cleared their lines, and Sullivan and
Churchman tested Harrison without effect. The visitors
put more life into their game, but the home defence
kept them in check. Just before the interval Mansfield
nearly got through again. Half-time:

Mansfield Mech. 2 Market Harboro' 0

A few minutes after resuming Mechanics left wing
attacked, and Spick hit the post, the ball then rolling
into the net.

Toone afterwards sent in a good shot, and Darby saved
well. Harborough then put on pressure, and Toone
bringing down Beckett, a penalty was awarded, Barcock
scoring. Kilner had hard luck in not scoring, and next
Statham stuck the post. Afterwards Harborough
livened matters up a bit, but were unable to get
through, and just before the close Mansfield attacked,
Spick neatly converted a pass from Kilner. Result:
Mansfield Mech 3 Market Harbro' 1
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6'™" Qualifying Round

Match Details

18.12. Swansea City 1 0 | Leicester Fosse HARD LINES, FOSSE!
Out of the Cup-Ties After A Grand Fight




Fosse have now to content themselves with efforts to
bag League points, as the result of being ousted from
the English Cup ties by Swansea Town, who gained the
right to take part in the competition proper.

There is not the slightest doubt that at Swansea put
up their gamest fight of the season. They were up
against a team who had ground advantage and the
effective vocal encouragement of some 8,000 or 9,000
spectators, and Swansea only won because they took
advantage of one opening. All credit is due to the
Welshmen for their win, and yet, | think, there must be
extended to, Fosse more than ordinary praise for the
gallant way in which they tackled the Swans, and their
prodigious rally in the last minutes of the game. From
beginning to end there was not a dull moment in the
game, despite the sodden condition of the ground,
and the difficulty experienced by the players in
keeping a good foothold.

Fosse had to take the field with a rearranged team,
compared with what it has been in recent weeks; in
fact, the team that did duty was the same with one
exception, as that which opened the season at Filbert
Street. The exception was Harrold, who again felt the
effects of the injury sustained at Wolverhampton, and
much to his own chagrin, found that he was not sound
enough to take part in the strenuous play which a
Cup-tie necessitates. Then, because of his experience,
Simms was drafted once more into the centre-forward
position. Despite all this the Fosse played really well,
from goal to centre-forward. Troughear and Currie
displayed a perfect understanding, and King,
Thomson, and Burton placed the ball well, besides
tackling effectively. All the forwards were triers, and
only the resolute defence of the Swansea backs and
goalkeeper kept them out. Anderson had one lovely
shot magnificently saved by the Welsh goalkeeper,
while on another occasion a hot drive by Simms was
somewhat luckily stopped by an opposing defender.
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FA Cup Final

Date
24.4.1915

Chelea
Simmons
Fazackerley
Kitchen

Sheffield United

Match Details

In a decisively one-sided FA Cup Final, Sheffield
United dominated Chelsea with superior tactics, pace,
and fitness, securing a comfortable victory. Chelsea,
playing a "Drawing Room" style with zigzag passes,
were continually thwarted by Sheffield United's alert
and cooperative defence. The Blades' forwards,
especially Brelsford, Simmons, and Utley, consistently
threatened Chelsea's goal, with only the exceptional
performance of Chelsea goalkeeper Molyneux
preventing a far greater margin of defeat. Logan
made some unsuccessful attacks for Chelsea in the
second half.

Simmons opened the scoring just before half-time
with a half-volley into the top corner after a cross




eluded the Chelsea defence. While some reports
blamed Molyneux for this goal, others attributed all
three to defensive lapses. Chelsea's best chances
came just before the break, with two shots saved by
Sheffield United's goalkeeper, Gough. Chelsea's woes
were compounded when their right winger, Harry
Ford, sustained an injury. A crowd of 50,000 attended
the match.

The second half began muted as a thick fog
descended, obscuring the far side of the pitch for
spectators, although The Times dryly remarked they
"were not missing much." The final two goals arrived
in the last ten minutes. Wally Masterman's shot
rebounded off the bar, allowing Fazackerly to head in
United's second. Immediately afterwards, Joe Kitchen
dribbled past two Chelsea defenders, evaded the
onrushing Molyneux, and slotted the ball into an open
net. At this point, many spectators began to leave
before the final whistle.

The crowd included numerous men in uniform,
alongside a larger contingent that the Manchester
Guardian suggested should have been in uniform,
reflecting the ongoing war effort. Wounded soldiers,
including one missing an arm, watched from the
lower stand.

At half-time, the Irwell Old Prize band entertained the
crowd with a selection of tunes from across the
British Isles, and a collection was made for the British
Red Cross. The Earl of Derby presented the cup, his
speech largely drowned out by boisterous young
supporters. He urged all present to unite and play "a
sterner game for England," a sentiment clearly
resonating with the wartime atmosphere.




Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 21 December 1914

At a meeting of the Amaieus Cugl Committee of

the Football iation, in London, ydad-zi it

waa decided to proceed with this seasof’s
competition. Up to September 1 208 entries
had been received, but owing the

to
have since withdrawn. Only two qualifying rounds

Ell:;thomgd ﬁ.D::‘I.'m‘l'}:om
a on o s,
as usual, divided into 24

2 =2 ¥Fx

) o



