
 
Leicestershire Senior League 1915-16 

 

Winner: Coalville Swifts 

Runner-Up: Gresley Rovers 

Wooden Spoon: Shepshed Albion 

No, of games played: 94 

No. of goals scored: 162 (1.7 goals per game) 

Biggest home win: Whitwick Imperial 6-0 Moira United  

Biggest away win: Shepshed Albion 0-7 Colville Swifts 

Highest aggregate score: 9; Coalville Town 3-6 Coalville Swifts 

 

Leicestershire Senior League 

  P W D L F A Pts 

1 Coalville Swifts 13 11 1 1 45 12 23 

2 Gresley Rovers 13 8 3 2 24 11 19 

3 Newhall Swifts 10 6 3 1 18 9 15 

4 Coalville Town 12 5 0 7 26 26 10 

5 Whitwick Imperial 12 4 2 6 13 17 10 

6 Burton Workers Union 12 4 0 8 18 27 8 

7 Moira United 12 2 1 9 9 30 5 

8 Shepshed Albion 10 1 2 7 9 30 4 

 

Before the start of the season the following teams moved to the league: 

• Hinckley United (due to the Birmingham Combination not running this season). 

• Burton Workers Union (Burton & District Football Association). 

• Gresley Rovers (Central Alliance). 

• Moira United (Coalville & District Amateur Football League) 

• Newhall Swifts (Notts & Derbyshire Football League) 

• Loughborough Corinthians were in the Central Alliance but also joined the Leicestershire Senior 

League, so they had more matches. 

 

Results Grid 
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Burton Workers Union  1-3 1-2 0-3 3-0 1-3 2-0  

Coalville Swifts 4-0  2-0 3-1 5-1 2-0 6-2 4-1 

Coalville Town 5-2 3-6   4-2  6-2 0-1 

Gresley Rovers 2-1 0-0 4-1  5-0 1-1  1-0 

Moira United 1-3 1-5 2-0 0-1  1-4  3-0 

Newhall Swifts 2-1 2-1  0-3 1-0   0-0 

Shepshed Albion  0-7 2-1 1-4 0-0 2-2   

Whitwick Imperial 2-3 1-2 0-4 0-0 6-0  1-0  

 

 Home Win   Away Win   Draw       Not Played 

 



Hinckley United were accepted into the league in September but withdrew during October without playing 

a match. 

 

Loughborough Corinthians were due to start their fixtures in January but resigned from the league at the 

end of December without playing a match. They also resigned from the Central Alliance at the same time. 

 

By the end of November Mansfeld Mechanics had a considerable roll of players and officials who had 

joined the colours. 

 

Shepshed struggled throughout 1916 to raise an XI for away games. 

 

After this season the league stopped due to the war. It started up again in the 1918/19 season. Coalville 

Swifts and Whitwick Imperial rejoined immediately, with Coalville Town, Moira United and Shepshed Albion 

rejoining the next season after. 

• After the season finished the following teams moved from the league: 

• Gresley Rovers to the Central Alliance when this league restarted in 1919/20. 

• Newhall Swifts to the Burton & Football Association in 1919/20. 

• Burton Workers Union disbanded at the end of this season. 

 

 

Results & Match Details 

Date Home   Away Match Details 

18.9.1915 Coalville Swifts 
C Price (2) 

Underwood 

Starkey 

4 

(2) 

1 

(0) 

Whitwick Imperial 

[reigning 

champions] 

Fair gate.  

Swifts side included Bradford City 

forward Storer, and Price, a former 

Lincoln City player. 

Game started late.  

Stayley [Swifts] retired injured after 

20 minutes. 

Whitwick forwards were weak in front 

of goal and missed opportunities. 

18.9.1915 Shepshed Albion 1 4 Gresley Rovers Dovecote ground. 

Shepshed team selected from the 

following: 

Ahart, F Wright, F Smith, C Grain, F R 

Webster, A Peberdy, J Moore, A 

Thompson, E Howard, W Reynolds, 

Andy Moore, W Rossell and J R Knight 

Gresley were very late in arriving, and 

the later stages were played in semi-

darkness. 

25.9.1915 Coalville Town 3 

(2) 

6 

(2) 

Coalville Swifts Wagon and Horses Ground, 

Large crowd. 

2.10.1915 Burton Workers’ 

Union 
Ronde (pen) 

 

1 2 Coalville Town 
Middleton 

Woodward 

Owing to the late arrival of Coalville, 

the game was delayed 40 mins. Even 

then the visitors had to take the field 

minus Muggleton. 

2.10.1915 Gresley Rovers P P Shepshed Albion “Shepshed Albion were due at 

Gresley and commenced their 

journey in a motor char-a-bane. On 

reaching Whitwick, however, 

something went wrong with the 

works, and a wire had to be 

dispatched to their destination 

informing the Rovers of the 

breakdown, and consequent inability 

to fulfill the engagement. Better luck 

next time.” 

2.10.1915 Whitwick Imperial 
Wright 

1 2 Coalville Swifts 
Percy Underwood 

Ground was in a bad state. 



Starkey Poor game played in wretched 

weather 

Attendance >500 

The Swift’s third successive win in the 

League. 

9.10.1915 Coalville Town Aban 

1 

 

2 

Gresley Rovers Abandoned after Alfred Twigg 

[Coalville centre-forward] broke his 

leg following a violent collision when 

the score was 1-1. Former Millwall 

player, Twigg was conveyed to 

Leicester Infirmary by train. During 

the commotion two other men 

fainted. 

Norte: Gresley Rovers website states 

that Rovers won the match 2-1 

9.10.1915 Moira United 

Fames (3) 

3 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Whitwick Imperial Moira’s SL debut. 

Whitwick remained pointless. 

9.10.1915 Newham Swifts POST  Hinckley United  

16.10.1915 Gresley Rovers 
T Warren (2) 

Gee (2) 

4 1 Coalville Town 
Clarke 

Coalville were handicapped in having 

Ghent off most of the time following 

an accident. 

16.10.1915 Moira Rovers 1 4 Newhall Swifts Newhall took the lead in the opening 

minute. 

16.10.1915 Shepshed Albion 0 7 Coalville Swifts  

16.10.1915 Whitwick Imperial 
Roadley (pen) 

Roach 

2 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

Burton Workers 

Union 
Higgs 

Ronde (1 + pen) 

Whitwick’s goalkeeper scored a 

penalty 

23.10.1915 Coalville Swifts 2 0 Newhall Swifts Splendidly contested game. 

Coalville maintained their unbeaten 

run -5th consecutive win. 

23.10.1915 Coalville Town 
Muggleston (2) 

Clarke 

Brownlow 

AN Others 

6 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Shepshed Albion 
Lewis 

Briers 

Albion found SL football a little above 

their class as they suffered their third 

defeat. 

23.10.1915 Gresley Rovers 
Gee 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Whitwick Imperial Rain and a slippery ground spoilt 

what would otherwise have been a 

real good game. 

Whitwick remained pointless. 

30.10.1915 Burton Workers 
Norton  

Everitt 

2 0 Shepshed Albion Game characterized by poor 

shooting. 

Burton is not easily accessible from 

Shepshed and in consequence 

Shepshed arrived somewhat late. 

30.10.1915 Coalville Swifts 
Cliff Brice 

og 

2 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Town Fox and Goose Ground, Coalville. 

Big gate (c 1,000). Ideal weather 

conditions. 

Swifts’ six successive win. 

30.10.1915 Newhall Swifts P P Moira United Moira were unable to raise a team 

through majority of their players 

having to work until 3 pm. 

6.11.1915 Shepshed Albion 
Moore (2) 

2 1 Coalville Town 
AN Other 

Albion’s first win of the season. 

6.11.1915 Newhall Swifts 2 1 Coalville Swifts Swifts first defeat of the season. 

6.11.1915 Whitwick Imperial 0 0 Gresley Rovers Duke of Newcastle ground. 

300 spectators. 

Gresley remained unbeaten 

13.11.1915 Gresley Rovers 0 0 Coalville Swifts ‘Church Gresley. 

Large attendance. 

Grueling game.” 



13.11.1915 Shepshed Albion 
Beresford 

Thompson 

2 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Newhall Swifts 
Miller 

Smith 

Dovecote. 

Big crowd. 

13.11.1915 Whitwick Imperial 
Moore (pen) 

Lees 

Watson (2) 

Williamson 

Cook 

6 

(3) 

0 

(0) 

Moira United Piercingly cold weather. 

Small attendance. 

Whitwick’s first win of the season. 

20.11.1915 Coalville Swifts 
Percy Underwood 

Bird (2 + pen) 

Price (2) 

6 

(3) 

2 

(1) 

Shepshed Albion 
Stewart 

Waldren 

Large crowd. 

Cook, Shepshed’s goalkeeper injured 

in an attempt to save a shot in the 

second period. 

20.11.1915 Moira United P P Gresley Rovers A “charity game disrupted this 

fixture,” 

20.11.1915 Newhall Sifts P P Coalville Town Colliers were not able to get out of 

the pit until 1pm which made it 

impossible for them to get to Newhall 

in time for kick-off, plus the sort 

daylight meant that the game had to 

be postponed 

27.11.1915 Burton Workers 

Union 
Ronde 

Higgs 

Everitt 

3 0 Moira United “The game was not the pleasantest, 

and fouls were frequent.” 

Moira’s form had fallen off 

considerably since their first few 

games. 

27.11.1915 Coalville Swifts 
Price (2) 

Bird 

3 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Gresley Rovers 
Warren 

500 spectators. 

Top two clash. 

Bird beat 5 players and scored 

Gresley’s only goal with a spectacular 

shot. 

Gresley’s first defeat in the league. 

27.11.1915 Newhall Swifts 0 0 Whitwick Imperial A late start was made, “which 

prevented very little of the second 

half being seen.” 

4.12.1915 Gresley Rovers P P Burton Working 

Men’s Union 
Ronde 

Higgs 

Everett 

Gresley’s ground was unfit for play 

due to torrential rain. 

4.12.1915 Moira United P P Shepshed Albion As only half the Shepshed team 

reached Moira, only one out of the 

two motor cars chartered reached its 

destination, the game was 

postponed. 

11.12.1915 Coalville Town 
Wilkins (2) 

Woodward (3) 

5 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

Burton Workers 

Union 
AN Others 

Poor gate. 

11.12.1915 Shepshed Albion 0 0 Moira United  

11.12.1915 Whitwick Imperial P P Newhall Swifts As the colliers were working on 

Saturdays, the Newhall club found it 

impossible to travel to Whitwick in 

time and the match was postponed 

until the days lengthened a little. 

18.12.1915 Moira United P P Coalville Swifts Postponed owing to the inability of 

clubs to raise a full complement of 

players 

18.12.1915 Newhall Swifts P P Shepshed Albion Postponed owing to the inability of 

clubs to raise a full complement of 

players 

18.12.1915 Whitwick Imperial 0 4 Coalville Town Duke of Newcastle Gound, Whitwick. 



T Brown (pen) 

Muggleston 

Woodward (2) 

Although at home, Whitwick 

struggled to field a strong team. They 

were short of Cooke, Birch and Smith, 

which severely handicapped them. 

Whitwick’s goalkeeper played 

splendidly. 

     Loughborough Corinthians and 

Hinckle United who were expected to 

commence their fixtures in the new 

Year both resigned. 

25.12.1915 Coalville Town 
Woodward 

Clarke 

Middleton 

Brownlow (pen) 

4 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

Moira United 
AN Others 

Coalville West End ground, Coalville 

25.12.1915 Gresley Rovers 1 1 Newhall Swifts  

25.12.1915 Shepshed Albion 0 1 Whitwick Game was brought to a premature 

conclusion “owing to over excitement 

on the part of a number of players 

and spectators.” 

26.12.1915 Moira United 2 0 Coalville Town Coalville sent a weak side. 

26.12.1915 Whitwick Imperial 1 0 Shepshed Albion Duke of Newcastle ground 

“a gale and heavy rain marred the 

pleasure of the few sectators and 

upset he best intentions of the 

players.” 

27.12.1974 Newhall Swifts Aban  Gresley Rovers Abandoned wing to the weather 

1.1.1916 Burton Workers 

Union 

P 

3 

P 

1 

Newhall Swifts Swifts arrived an hour late and could 

only field half a dozen players. After 

some discussion it was decided to 

postpone the League fixture and to 

play a friendly. 

1.1.1916 Gresley Rovers P P Moira United Moira failed to arrive. 

8.1.1916 Moira United 
Sharp 

 

1 

(0) 

3 

(2) 

 

Burton Workers 

Union 
Bentley (2) 

Higgs 

 

8.1.1916 Newhall Swifts 

 

0 3 Gresley Rovers 
Dennis 

 

15.1.1916 Burton Workers 

Union 

0 

(0) 

3 

(2) 

Gresley Rovers  

15.1.1916 Newhall Swifts 
Dennis 

1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

Moira United Game started an hour late 

Notts Football Post reports that the 

final score was 0-0 

22.1.1916 Newhall Swifts 2 1 Burton Workers 

Union 

 

29.1.1916 Coalville Town 0 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

Whitwick Imperial 
Smith 

300 spectators 

29.1.1916 Moira United 0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Gresley Rovers 
Gee 

Play was vigorous throughout. 

“One of the best games seen of late” 

5.2.1915 Coalville Town P P Moira United Postponed owing to a VAD gathering 

at the Fox and Gosse Hotel. 

5.2.1915 Gresley Rovers P P Burton Workers; 

Union 

 

5.2.1916 Moira United 

AN Other 

1 

(0) 

5 

(4) 

Coalville Swifts 
Cliff Price (3) 

Bird 

og 

Coalville strengthened their position 

at the top of the table. 

5.2.1916 Whitwick Imperial P P Newhall Swifts Several spectators assembled, but 

just before the advertised kick-off 



time, “a telegram arrived stating that 

the Newhall club could not raise a 

team. This was the second time that 

the match had t be postponed under 

similar circumstances – the other 

match should have been at Gresley 

between Rovers and Burton Workers’ 

Union.” 

12.2.1916 Gresley Rovers 
Gee 

Hollis  

T Warren 

Elton 

Taylor 

5 0 Moira United  

12.2.1916 Newhall Swifts P P Shepshed Albion  

19.2.1916 Coalville Swifts 
Bird  

Underwood (pen +2) 

4 0 Burton Workers 

Union 

Fox and Gosse ground, Coalville. 

Just before the interval Biggs, the 

Burton left-half collided with an 

opponent and sustained a severe 

compound fracture of the right leg 

just above the ankle 

19.2.1916 Moira United P P Shepshed Albion  

     SHEPSHED ALBION withdrew from 

the League owing to enlistments. 

4.3.1916 Burton Workers 

Union 

P P Coalville Swifts Weather again held up football with 

fields covered by a foot of snow. 

11.3.1916 Coalville Swifts Aban  Moira United  

8.4.1916 Gresley Rovers 
Eames (2) 

2 1 Burton Workers 

Union 
AN Other 

 

15.4.1916 Burton Workers 

Union 

1 3 Newhall Swifts  

22.4.1916 Burton Workers 

Union 
Guy Ronde 

1 3 Coalville Swifts 
W Bird  

Underwood (2) 

W Bird – former Notts County player 

22.4.1916 Newhall Swifts   Coalville Town  

24.4.1916 Coalville Town   Newhall Swifts  

 

Match Reports & Additional Information 

 



 
Leicester Daily Mercury - Wednesday 04 August 1915 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and Uppingham News - Thursday 05 August 1915 

 

 



 
Melton Mowbray Times & Vale of Belvoir Gazette – Friday 6 August 1915 

 

 



 
Midland Mail - Friday 27 August 1915 

 



 
Leicester Evening Mail - Friday 24 September 1915 

 



 
Loughborough Echo - Friday 01 October 1915 



 
Hinckley Times - Saturday 02 October 1915 

 



  
Loughborough Echo - Friday 01 October 1915 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 18 October 1915 

 



 

 
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 23 October 1915 

 



 
Coalville Times - Friday 29 October 1915 

 



 



 
Coalville Times - Friday 05 November 1915 

 

 
Leicester Daily Mercury - Saturday 13 November 1915 



 

 
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 04 December 1915 

 



 
Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 11 December 1915 

 



 
Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 18 December 1915 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Mercury - Saturday 18 December 1915 



 
Leicester Daily Post - Wednesday 29 December 1915 

 

 

  
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 10 January 1916 

 



 
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 14 February 1916 

 

 

 
Leicester Evening Mail - Friday 03 March 1916 

 

 

 
Leicester Daily Post - Monday 10 April 1916 

 

 

 



Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 31 August 1916 


