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consecutive weeks.
SCORED IN FIRST MATCH

One of the first “ outsiders " t0 join the Fosse ranks was
Samuel Sudbury, a centre-half from Lincoln, At 86 years
of age, Sam still takes an excep.ionally keen interest in
Leicester City.

I had the pleasure of quaffing a tankard with Sam at
his home in Fosse-road Central last Monday evening, and
as we sat yarning over old times his eyes sparkled as he
recalled his Fosse comrades of G0 ycars ago, E. Johnson, W.
Johnson, A. E. Knighi, H. James, I'. Gardner, T, Poyner, ]
Staines, W, E. Taylor, H. Johnson, C. A, West, and T, S.
Ashinole.

“1 had no idea of joining the Fasse when I arrived in
Leicester,” said Sam, “but | happened to be kicking a ball
about on Spinney Hill Park one afternoon when a chap
approached me and asked if 1 would like to turn out for the
Fosse. That same night Frank Gardner came round to see
me, and the following Saturday I was in the Fosse team at
centre-half.

* The match was against Loughborough at Leicester, and
imagine my delight when 1 scored with a header. 1 played
regularly with the Fosse for four full seasons, They were a
fine bunch, and the team spirit was great.

‘““We were all strictly amateurs and paid all our own
expenses, even when we travelled away to Coalville, Shep-
shed, Melton or Loughborough. Ou one occasion, when we
arrived at Loughborough there was no conveyance to take
us on to Shepshed for our match. We didn't worry., We
just walked fi."

Training was not the simple task in those days that it
is today. Facilities were extremely linited, but when Sam
and his colleagues finished work at six in the evening, they
sprinted three or four times right round Victoria Park in the
dark, had a quick rub down, and then home, * For,” says
Sam, “I had to be up for work at five the next morning."

THOSE WERE THE DAYS
“ After mosi of our games in the county we flnished up
with a sing-song,” he added, “for those were the days when
vou put a bob on the counter for a couple of pints, 10
cigarettes and a plate of sandwicnes.”

When Sam was married, the t'osse presenied him with
a silver teapot. The preseutation was made at the George
Hotel, and Sam recalls how he rode happily home on one
of the old horse-trams with ihe silver teapot tucked safely
underneath his arm.

His views on present day soccer are short, *We could
run as fast as they can. \We had all the tricks, t0o, but we
were amateurs and played for the sheer love of the game.

And as a parting shot as he stood gripping my hand,
he murmured, *1've seen a lo. of 'em in my time, but lhe
finest player of them all was half-back Johnny Duncan,
and with that I slipped into the night and left the 86-year-
old *“ youngster” with his memories,

Membership had now increased to 40 and a reserve team
came inio being. The senior side, continuing to serve up
bright. attractive football, won 13 of their 21 matches and
drew three

Their goals totalled 5 against 13, but the big thrill of
the 1887 annual meeting in the Easigates coffee house was

(CONTINUED IN NEXT COLUMN)
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The chairman, in the course |
of his specch, said : When con-
sider:ng the increased gross
profit must be borne in mind |
that this was achieved in spite |
of the fact that your cars were
sold during the year at subst
tially lower prices than umu
of equal up-cillnuon produoed
by your competitors,

Production for the last six
months has been runmn[ ll

ordinary activities has
the | valuable durmmg the last few
Austin Moter Company, Ltd,|years, and
was held yesterday at Birming- | models and ambulances re-
L. P. Lord (chairman |cently announced have been

and managing director) presid- | welcomed everywhere,
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As doliars are the prime
necessicy today, I will dou

| particuiarly witn the Ameri

market. ‘1aere 8 no doubt th-t
an imporiant market exists for
| Britisn cars of new design,
lbon and below the American
mass production range. Our dise
phyl of the new Mu'-, “Sheer-
line” and “#uincess’ saloons in
New Xork Chicago, and Los

the rate of 1,950-2,050
a week, but during that time
no increasc in rate has bee

supplies of all kinds,
rhenlt © eity of  your |
actory ,400 vehicles per

week, working two shifts,
the Government carry
their promise to give prlorlly
in supplies to the motor in-|
dustry and to allocal
materials to individual firms
on the baesis of past perform-
ance, this output should be
reached in a few months. If
they do not, invaluable export
mark~ts which may remain
open to us for no longer than
the next nine to twelve months
may be closed. or partly
closed, and a great oppor-
tunity lost.
During the year under re-
vlew 26,401 vehicles were
rted throygh our sub-
ll hry '.ha Austin  Motor
port rporation,  com-
prhlnn aom cars and vans
and 58% commercial vehicles,
to a total value of £11,250,197.
We have acquired a con-

trolling interest in Ruskin
Motor Bodies, Ltd, of llel-
bourne, Australia. This

done because for some tlme
mow the production of bodies

in Australia has not been
keeping with the ship-
ments of ®hassis from Long-

If |“The Austin Motor
out | Ltd. (England).” has been in-

, were I d

entn\u&utnmlly and unless

been  &nyth.ng untoreseen happens
possible owing to shortages of | We can reaspnably hope to ship
The | many thousands of cars to the

United States during 1948. An
Amencnn -ub-ldury. called
Company

corporated and office accommo-
dation and warehouse space
have been taken in New York
City. This subsidiary will act
as our distributor in the United
States and all dealers will be
signed up direct with it.

t would appear that ths
latest excire duty proposal
and Import rulricﬂon- wlll
reduce the Canadian market
very considerably. Through
the Geneva Tariff Conference’

proposals the motor industry
wul suffer serious set-backs,
chiefly in South Africa,
Belgium and Luxembourg, and
in the Empire by the reduction
of United Kingdom prefer-
ences.
| 'The selling prices of the new
A40 Devon and Dorset saloons
have been fixed lower than the
previous 10 h.p. This is In
continuation of our policy of
reducing prices at u:’. earliest

t an

on to our customers the bene-
fits of anv economies we may
effect.  Although the cost of
material for the new models is
considerablv higher than that
of their predecessors, we believe
that the ndueﬂon- in cost con-

hope by rear and
new tooling and assembly
methods to increase the out-
put considerably. The equip-
ment for producing the 40
“Devon " and “ Dorset " bodies
is now being installed,

All over the world the mar-

consolidated and the new A40's
have been extremely well re-
ceived. Our of com-

mercial vehicles also con-
tinues to nln ln popularity
and demand. is side of our

ket for our light cars is being | tasks

creased output
Will Justity n:o lower selling
prices.

Your works at Longbridge
are in better shape than at
any time in our history, your

s and workpeople are
applying themselves to thelr
with commendable zeal
and real enthusiasm and I
feel sure you will all foin with
me in expressing to all
them our sincerest thanks and
good wishes.

‘The revort was adopted.
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the report of Treasurer Frank Gardner, who revealed a
credit balance of 32s, 9}d.—real evidence of linancial progress,
By the commencement of season 1s87-1888 the club's

membership had reached the gratifying tigure of 65 and the
lielding of three teams followed as a mut.er of course.
Obviously the senlior side would have 10 meet more
attractive opposition if prestige was to march side by side
wiih progress, and so the Fosse began to cultivate lixtures

with Burton Swifts, Notts County Hovers, Kettering Town
and other clubs who had already made the soccer grade.
For the tirst time in Fosse history a <harge for admis-
sion  was ade at home matches, and the sum of
48 4s. was received in total gate receipts over the season, less
than the average I'ooiball League club takes 1 programie

sales nowadays on a single Saturday afternoon,

$till, the march of progress is often a slow business,
and for the sake of those who like to keep a record of
dates, 5, 1887, was the Saturday
on which the Fosse introduced the pay-at-the-gate plan.
B i a club of no little standing in these da
position, and the game was staged on the
Belgrave-road grounds, where the British United factory
stands today. The teams used to dress at the White Hart
Hotel over a mile away,
There was a balance of £2 13 4Ll on the
side of the ledger when the season ended.
prolits were small, they were, nevertheless,
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WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EVENING MAIL NEXT

right
and although the
increasing.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4,

BOARMS
e —




