
 
English Challenge (FA) Cup 1897-98 

 

 
1898 FA Cup Final 

 

Winners: Nottingham Foret 

Runners-Up:  Derby County 

 

Five Leicestershire clubs entered the 1897-98 FA Cup competition – Coalville Albion, Coalville Town, Hinckley 

Town, Leicester Fose and Loughborough. 

 

Long Eaton Rangers knocked out both Coalville clubs – Albion in 2QR and the Town in 4QR. 

 

Hinckley Town overcame Newstead Byron [Hucknall, Nottinghamshire] in 2QR, but were beaten in the next 

round by Rushden Town [Northamptonshire]. 

 

After being exempted from the first two qualifying rounds Loughborough were drawn to play Bulwell 

United at Bulwell.  A ‘good’ crowd witnessed the encounter, which included a large contingent of supporters 

from Loughborough. Bulwell took the lead midway through the first half, Loughborough missing several 

easy chances to equalise. Bulwell doubled their lead early in the second half and added a third towards the 

end. Loughborough were thoroughly beaten, Bulwell playing a much stronger game and won comfortably. 

 

Southern League Southampton knocked Fosse out of the English Challenge Cup, the first time the club had 

been automatically entered into the First Round proper. Fosse’s trainer employed a “paperchase” as an 

unusual pre-match training session. McLeod with a screw shot opened the scoring for the Fosse after just 3 

minutes. Dorrell after a fine run, skimmed the bar with a grand shot, but after 25 minutes, Southampton 

equalised after Saer in could not clear a shot from Keay, and Mestin following up hit he back of the net with 

a ‘capital’ strike. Fosse were penned in for long periods of time at the beginning of the second half. 

Buchanan scored for Southampton from close in, which was received with a ‘tumultuous’ cheer. Although 

the Fosse showed up ‘pluckily’ against this reverse, Southampton played a ‘thoroughly winning game.’ 

 



The 1898 FA Cup final between Derby County and Nottingham Forest was played on Saturday, 16 April 1898 

at the Crystal Palace stadium in south London. Derby County and Nottingham Forest were both appearing 

in their first final. As members of the Football League First Division, they were exempt from the 

competition's qualifying phase and each joined the competition in the first round proper, progressing 

through four rounds to the final. The final was watched by a crowd of 62,017 and Forest, leading 2–1 at half-

time, won the match 3–1 with goals by Arthur Capes (2) and John McPherson. Steve Bloomer scored for 

Derby. Forest won the cup again in 1959. Derby reached the final again in 1899 but were defeated by 

Sheffield United; they won the cup in 1946. 

 

 

Results and Match Details 
 Date Home   Away Match Details 

2QR 16.10.1897 Coalville Albion 0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

Long Eaton Rangers 
AN Other 

Park Road Ground, Coalville. 

Good gate. 

Beautiful weather. 

Coalville Albion’s first-ever FA Cup match, 

Long Eaton played in the Midland League. 

Albion had a second half  goal disallowed for offside. 

2QR 16.10.1897 Coalville Town 
Haywood 

1 0 Riddings Town Waggon and Horses ground, Coalville. 

Good number of spectators. 

Riddings missed a second half penalty. 

2QR 16.10.1897 Hinckley Town  
Griffiths (5 mins) 

Fern 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Newstead Bryon 
AN Other 

Holy Well ground, Hinckley. 

This encounter caused considerable interest, 

Large attendance (c. 1,600). 

Newstead played in the Notts League. 

Hinckley scored after 5 mins. 

Newstead equalised and within 2 mins Hinckley 

regained the lead. 

3QR 30.10.1897 Bulwell United 
Hill 

AN Others 

 

3 

(2) 

0 

(0) 

Loughborough AFC Loughborough were exempt from the first two 

qualifying rounds. 

Loughborough were without their regular 

goalkeeper. 

An ardent follower of the Luffs described the 

exhibition “as the worst he had ever seen….. Apart 

altogether from the loss of prestige by the result, 

Loughborough was considerable losers financially, 

and the defeat is one of the most serious blows the 

club felt for a long time.” 

3QR 30.10.1897 Hinckley Town 0 2 Rushden Town 
AN Others 

Holywell Ground, Hinckley 

Good gate.  

3QR 30.10.1897 Gresley Rovers 
Fearn 

Jones 

2 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

Coalville Town 
Banton 

Waward 

Large gate. 

Gresley led 2-0 at half-time. 

Chapman (Coalville) retired injured in the second 

period. 

3QRr 6.11.1897 Coalville Town 2 1 Gresley Rovers Good gate. 

4QR 20.11.1897 Long Eaton Rangers 
Bosworth 

Mabbott 

2 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

Coalville Town Recreation Ground, Long Eaton. 

Winners were drawn to play Ilkeston. 

Kick-off 2.30. Frank Gardner of the Fosse was the 

referee. 

R1 29.1.1898 Southampton 
Keay 

Buchanan 

2 1 Leicester Fosse 
McLeod 

 

County Cricket Ground, Southampton. 

Southampton played in the Southern League. 

Kicked-off at 2.45 pm. 

10,000 spectators. 

Southampton were knocked out by eventual 

winners Nottingham Forest in the semi-finals. 
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Coalville Times - 12 November 1897 
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