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Leicestershire Senor League 1896-97

Nr | Team P| W D L F| A +/- Pts
1 | Leicester Fosse Reserves' 20| 14 | 1 516318 35 27
2 | Coalville Albion 20 | 11 4 | 5 |47 |27 | 1.74 | 26
3 | Hinckley Town? 20012 | 5 | 3 /5013 338 25
4 | Coalville Town 20| 9 4 | 7 | 3723161 22
5 | Loughborough Athletic 20| 7 6 | 7 |35/29 121 | 20
6 | Ibstock Albion 20| 8 4 | 8 | 3043070 20
7 | Whitwick Town 20 | 7 58 36|37 097 | 19
8 | Shepshed Town 20 | 7 5 |8 3437092 | 19
9 | Barwell Swifts 20 | 8 3,9 37 5 066 19

10 | Earl Shilton Town 20 3 3 11426 76| 034 9

11 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 20| 2 4 |14 |16 | 52 | 0.31 8

-

Leicester Fosse Reserves deducted 2 points for fielding an ineligible player

2. Hinckley Town deducted 4 points
Winner: Leicester Fosse Reserves
Runner-Up: Coalville Albion
Wooden spoon: Hugglescote Robin Hood
Games Played: 110
Missing Results: 1
Goals scored: 411 (3.74 goals per game)
Biggest home win: Coalville Albion 10-0 Barwell Swifts
Biggest away win: Earl Shilton 1-8 Leicester Fosse Reserve
Highest scoring: 10: Coalville Albion 10-0 Barwell Swifts

10: Loughborough Athletic 9-1 Earl Shilton Town

In consequence of 6 out of the 9 clubs having resigned, it was decided at the AGM to disband the
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire League in May 1896. Following this decision, the Leicestershire clubs
present decided to form a League confined to Leicestershire senior clubs. The construction of the proposed
new League was left with Messrs E A Marson and ] M Ferguson, the latter elected as Secretary. An application
to form Leicestershire Senior League consisting of Fosse Reserve, Loughborough Reserve, Coalville Town,
Hinckley Town, Hugglescote Robin Hood, Shepshed Town, Coalville Albion, Whitwick Town, Barwell Swifts,
Ibstock Albion and Earl Shilton Town - was unanimously approved at the July 1896 meeting of the
Leicestershire Football Association.

The inaugural Leicester Senior League comprised of 11 sides, only one, Leicester Fosse Reserves, were
based in Leicester. Coalville were represented by two teams - Albion and Town and three others

(Hugglescote Robin Hood, Ibstock Albion, Whitwick Town) were within walking distance of each other.

The majority of the Loughborough Athletic team comprised of players from the defunct North
Leicestershire champions Stanford St Johns.

Leicester Fosse Reserves were clear favourites to win the first Leicestershire Senior League competition.

Several games were stopped short of time due to poor light and had to be replayed. The League ordered
that kick off should take place no later than 2.30 during January and 2.45 during the month of February.



There was crowd trouble at Loughborough towards the end of the Senior League game between the
Athletic and Coalville Town. With the score even, T York ran through for Loughborough, but just before the
ball reached the net, referee (Mr ] Ferguson, Leicester) blew his whistle for a foul by a Coalville player. Some
Loughborough spectators were incensed at the award of free kick to Loughborough instead of goal. When
the game ended, “spectators went for the referee, booing and menacing him in a deplorable manner.” One
individual made a rush for Mr Fergison, but fortunately for the reputation of the Loughborough club an
official knocked him down, allowing Mr Ferguson to escape.

All games had to be completed by the end of April. Teams had to play several games in a week in order to
complete their fixture list. The actual dates when some these games took place are not currently known.

Leicester Fosse Reserves were eventually crowned Leicester Senior League Champions, winning 12, drawing
1 and losing 5 of their 20 games. Their points tally of 29 was matched by Hinckley who won 13, drew 5 and
lost just 3 games. However, both teams were deducted points for fielding ineligible players. This
unfortunately cost Hinckley dearly as they had a superior goal average.

Results Grid

Leicestershire
Senior League
1896-7

SUIMS ||omJeg
uolq|y 3||iAjecd
UMO] 3|[IA|e0D
UMO] Uoylys |Je3
"UMo] ASPpduIH

‘HY 210259|33nH
uolqlv %203sq|

‘S9Y 9SS0 491592137
213914y y3noitoqydno
umo] paysdays
UMO IIMIYA

1-1 | 52 | 33 |01 ] 31|30 | 20
0-1 | 01 |63 | 10| 42 | 3-0| 2-2

Barwell Swifts
Coalville Albion

Coalville Town 1-2 2-1 | 2.1 | 02 | 3-1 | 1-0
Earl Shilton Town 1-7 2-2 1-8 | 1-2 | 3-3 | 2-5
Hinckley Town 2-0 4-0 4-2 | 3-1 | 80 | 2-1
Hugglescote R.H. 1-1 0-4 | 1-5 | 4-0 | 0-1 1-1 1-2 | 1-1
Ibstock Albion 5-1 0-1 | D/D | 42 | 04 | 1-0 2-0 | 1-5
Leicester Fosse Res. 5-0 1-1 1-0 | 70 | 1-0 | 2-0 | 3-0

Loughborough Athletic 1-0 0-2 | 1-1 | 91 | 3-0 | 1-1 | 0-0 | 3-1

Shepshed Town 6-0 1-1 140 |30 |11 ] 30| 51| 12

Whitwick Town LW | 20 | 1-3 | 3-2 | 3-1 | 60 | 1-2 | 1-5

Home win Away Win Draw |:| Result Not Known

All results are known but scores are not known for the following games: Ibstock v Coalville and Whitwick v
Barwell Swifts and Ibstock v Coalville Town.

Results and Match Details

Date \ Home \ Away Match Details
5.9.1896 Coalville Town 2 1 Leicester Fosse Waggon and Horses Ground,
(2) | (0) | Reserves Coalville

Fair number of spectators
Game started in heavy rain.

5.9.1896 Hugglescote Robin Hood 0 1 Hinckley Town Played in drenching rain.
(0) (0) Beardsworth Game did not start until 4.20
pm.
5.9.1896 Loughborough Athletic 0 2 Coalville Albion Athletic Ground, Loughborough.

0) (0) Brierley




Dickens

“Weather was of the worst
description and scarcely fit for
play.”

Attendance was very small.

12.9.1896 | Barwell Swifts 3 0 Shepshed Town
Peace ) 0)
Haywood (2)
12.9.1896 | Coalville Albion 4 2 Loughborough Athletic | Park Ground, Coalville.
4 |10
12.9.1896 Earl Shilton Town 1 8 Leicester Fosse
AN Other 0) 4) Reserves
Trainer (3)
Cole (og)
Jones
Wooding (2)
Harris
12.9.1896 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 1 1 Whitwick Albion
Poxon M (0) AN Other
19.9.1896 | Coalville Town 2 0 Ibstock Albion Waggon and Horses Ground,
) (0) Coalville.
Beautiful weather.
Good gate.
19.9.1896 | Loughborough Athletic 1 1 Hugglescote Robin Sancott's equaliser was
McBride Hood “ridiculous” as the
Sancott Loughborough backs apparently
made no effort to stop the ball.
19.9.1896 | Shepshed Town 1 1 Coalville Albion Additional interest in this game
West (30 mins) (1) (0) AN Other as the teams would shortly
meet each other in the first
round of the Senior Cup.
Kick off- 3.50 pm.
Shepshed adopted ‘kicking out’
tactics.
Coalville missed a penalty but
equalised 4 mins from time.
19.9.1896 | Whitwick Town 3 2 Earl Shilton Town Good gate.
B 1M
26.9.1896 | Earl Shilton Town 2 2 Coalville Albion
26.9.1896 | Hinckley Town 3 1 Loughborough Athletic | Hinckley tried out a new man -
Hitchcock ) (0) McBride Livesay who hailed from
Beckley Lancashire and had come to
Pollard work in the town.
26.9.1896 | Hugglescote 1 5 Coalville Town 700 spectators.
26.9.1896 | Ibstock Albion 2 0 Shepshed Town
26.9.1896 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 8 0 Whitwick Town Fosse’s first Senior League
Jones (2) (3) (0) home match.
Trainer (3) Fair gate.
AN Other At the same moment that the
Harris Fosse scored their third, the
Wooding half-time score of the Fosse v
Loughborough game, showing
2-0 in favour of the Fosse was
hoisted on the scoreboard, a
loud cheer signalling the double
event.
Trainer hat-trick
3.10.1896 | Loughborough Athletic 3 1 Leicester Fosse Athletic Ground, Loughborough

McBride (2)
T York

(2)

(1

Reserves
AN Other

Good crowd.




10.10.1896 | Barwell Swifts P P Earl Shilton Match postponed so that Earl
Shilton could replay their drawn
game with Hinckley Granville in
the Hinckley Charity Cup.

10.10.1896 | Leicester Fosse Rovers P P Coalville Albion Albion did not fulfil the fixture.

10.10.1896 | Whitwick Town 1 1 Shepshed Town 1,000 spectators.

24.10.1896 | Coalville Town 1 2 Coalville Albion Wagon and Horses ground

AN Other Dicken (2) 1,000 spectators.

24.10.1896 | Earl Shilton Town 2 7 Barwell Swifts

24.10.1896 | Hinckley Town 2 1 Whitwick Town Showery weather.

Hitchcock Woodin Very rough game.

AN Other

24.10.1896 | Ibstock Albion 1 0 Hugglescote Robin

Hood

24.10.1896 | Shepshed Town 1 0 Loughborough Athletic | Kicked off at 3.15 pm.

Thompson (20 mins) (1) 0) Shepshed forward line included
3 ex-Loughborough
Shepshed's first League win.

31.10.1896 | Barwell Swifts 1 1 Hinckley Town Beautiful weather.

Bennett Hitchcock First meeting between the
teams.

800 or more travelled from
Hinckley.

Hinckley struck the bat several
times and missed numerous
opportunities to win the game.
The main feature of the game
was the great number of free
kicks awarded.

31.10.1896 | Ibstock Albion 4 2 Earl Shilton Town

31.10.1896 | Whitwick Town 2 0 Coalville Albion First defeat of League leaders
Whitwick Town.

7.11.1866 | Hinckley Town Coalville Town

7.11.1896 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 10) | 2 Loughborough Athletic | Miserable weather.

AN Other (0) (2) Loughborough arrived 1 hour
late. Referee stopped the game
earlier owing to darkness.
Robin Hood scored their only
goal 5 mins into the second half.

7.11.1866 | Whitwick Town 2 5 Leicester Fosse Rain fell throughout and the

AN Other (0) 2) Reserves ground was heavy.

Moon AN Other

Trainer
14.11.1896 | Barwell Swifts 4 1 Earl Shilton Town
14.11.1896 | Hinckley Town 0 0 Coalville Town The match was stopped 8 mins
before time owing to darkness
and was ordered to be replayed.
14.11.1896 | Whitwick Town 6 0 Hugglescote Robin
Hood

28.11.1896 | Coalville Albion 0 1 Hugglescote Robin Park-road ground, Coalville.
Hood

28.11.1896 | Hinckley Town 2 0 Barwell Swifts Great excitement was caused by

Beadsworth (2)

(0)

(0)

this encounter.

So large was the gate that it was
aid that the gate was so big that
‘only a policeman and a
publican had been leftin
Barwell during the afternoon’ of
the game.

‘Hinckley team looked as fresh
as paint.




28.11.1896 | Shepshed Town 5 1 Ibstock Albion Numerous spectators.

Rose (3 mins) (3) (1) AN Other (15 mins) Shepshed not at full strength -

AN Other (5 mins) Thompson suspended for

Kidger playing in a six-a-side contest;

Gran West had a small bone broken

Mills whilst playing against the
Whitwick team the previous
Saturday and star player Len
Kidger was prevented at the last
moment through illness.

28.11.1896 | Whitwick Town 1 3 Coalville Town Coalville started the second half
1 (0) with a rush and scored a goal in
5 mins and a further 5 mins
later, and again close to time.
5.12.1896 Barwell Swifts 2 0 Whitwick Town
Cobley (3 mins) ) (0)
Haywood
5.12.1896 | Coalville Town 5 0 Hugglescote Robin Splendid gate.
2) (0) Hood The Robins did not get over the
halfway line in the second half.
5.12.1896 | Ibstock Albion 0 1 Coalville Albion
5.12.1896 | Loughborough Athletic 3 1 Shepshed Town Good attendance - large

Brevwill (2) 2) (0) West number of visitors from

Brailsford Shepshed.

The Loughborough linemen was
spoken to by the referee on
several occasions for inaccurate
decisions.
Shepshed missed a first half
penalty.

12.12.1896 | Barwell Swifts 3 3 Ibstock Albion Miserable weather.

Haywood (2) (3) (1) Lenton (2) Pitch was in a bad state due to

Cobley (pen) Cooper heavy rain, players had difficulty
keeping their feet.
Loughborough scored first.

12.12.1896 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 4 1 Loughborough Athletic | Game was spoiled by the

Bishop (3) (2) | (1) | AN Other weather.

Jones Rain fell heavily at kick off and
the ground, which had been
sodden by previous rains, was
soon in a very bad state, and
the players had some difficulty
in keeping their feet.

Howes [goalkeeper] allowed the
ball to slip through his hand to
give Loughborough the lead.
Bishop scored his third a minute
from time.

12.12.1896 | Shepshed Town 3 0 Earl Shilton Miserable weather - which

Len Kidger (2) rendered “correct play

Rose impossible.”

19.12.1896 | Barwell Swifts 0 1 Leicester Fosse Barwell's first home defeat of
Reserves the season.
19.12.1896 | Coalville Albion 1 3 Coalville Town Park-road, Coalville.
Jeffcoat (0) | (@) | AN Other Good gate.
Paget Enthusiastic crowd -

“partisanship ruled high
Much interest was centred in
the match the result would
determine which team would
lead each other in the League.




Smith, of the Albion and Orton,
of the Town were sent off for
foul play.

19.12.1896 | Hinckley Town 8 0 Shepshed Town Unexpected as they drew in a
close encounter when they last
met.

Bright, crisp weather.

Game started 20 minutes late.
Shepshed only crossed the
halfway line on a few occasions
and when they did they didn't
stay there for very long.
Shepshed's defence was
dreadful.

“it is questionable if ever the
Town [Hinckley] club played a
better all-round game.”

19.12.1896 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 4 0 Earl Shilton Town

Poxon (2)
Swift
Hall
25.12.1897 | Coalville Albion 6 3 Ibstock Albion Park-road ground, Coalville.
AN Others 2) 2) AN Others Beautifully fine weather.
Dicken Record gate for the season,
¢.1,000 spectators.
Colville scored within 3 mins of
the start and Ibstock rapidly
equalised.

26.12.1896 | Coalville Town A A Hinckley Town Ground was in such a bad state
that the referee decided a
League fixture could not take
place. A friendly was played and
ended in a draw of one goal.

26.12.1896 | Shepshed Town 1 2 Leicester Fosse Boxing Day.

West 1) (1) Reserves Kicked off at 2.50 pm
Bishop Large crowd.
AN Other

2.1.1897 Ibstock Albion 3 1 Barwell Swifts Hastings Arms Ground, Ibstock.
Good company

2.1.1897 Leicester Fosse Reserves 2 0 Hugglescote Robin Good attendance.

Bishop (0) (0) Hood After a night's frost, the ground

Cufflin (og) was hard and lumpy in places.

AN Other Fosse fielded a weakened side.
Trainer, Lord and Bevans being
absentees.

9.1.1897 Coalville Town 0 2 Loughborough Athletic | Wagon and Horses Ground.

(0) 2) Small gate.
Snowstorm.
Loughborough arrived late,
delaying kick off by 40 mins.

9.1.1897 Earl Shilton Town 5 2 Whitwick Town

AN Others Middleton
Whitmore
9.1.1897 Hinckley Town 4 2 Leicester Fosse Hinckley's first-ever win against
Beardsworth (1 (0) Reserves Fosse Rovers.
Knight AN Other The ball bust during the opening
Orrill Gamble 15 minutes.
AN Other Hinckley had a goal disallowed,
and midway through the second
period were losing 2-1.
9.1.1897 Hugglescote Robin Hood 4 0 Coalville Albion Miserable weather.




Gourley About 15 mins before time, an

Jeffcote accident Poole [Hugglescote]

Bradshaw sustained a fracture of the leg,

Brockley

16.1.1897 | Coalville Albion 1 0 Leicester Fosse Park-road Ground, Coalville
(0) | (0) | Reserves Splendid gate.
The only goal of the game was
scored a minute before time.
16.1.1897 | Earl Shilton Town 1 0 Coalville Town
16.1.1897 | Loughborough Athletic 3 0 Hinckley Town Athletic Ground, Loughborough.

Andrews (0) (0) Loughborough Athletic - played

Roulstone several first team (Football

Taylor (og) League) players.

16.1.1897 | Shepshed Town 2 1 Hugglescote Robin Dull, cold weather
Hood
23.1.1897 | Barwell Swifts 3 1 Loughborough Athletic

Cobley M (0) Blackett

Herbert

Bennett

23.1.1897 Hinckley Town 1 1 Earl Shilton Town Holywell Ground, Hinckley.

Hitchcock (0) (1) G Cole Ground was frost bound and
covered with snow.

Hinckley scored from a corner
and missed many easy
opportunities..

23.1.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 3 0 Ibstock Albion Ground covered in several

Gamble ) (0) inches of snow.

Bevan 150 spectators.

Gamble Fosse team had been
completely rearranged, and
included Worthington, Blore,
Tomlin and Cassell.

The game was marred by an
unfortunate incident - Bailey
and the opposing half metin
midfield and kicked Bailey in the
face and was sent off.
Rough play followed. Blore was
badly tripped just as he was
going to shoot and looked
almost certain to score. Amidst
loud cheering referee (Mr
Ferguson) awarded a penalty
(instead of the usual free kick)
which was scored by Bevans.
30.1.1897 | Barwell Swifts 3 4 Coalville Albion Ground was covered in snow
Peace 2) (1 AN Others
AN Others
30.1.1897 | Coalville Town 3 1 Shepshed Town Moderate attendance.

Orton (3) (1) | AN Other Wintry weather.

White Shepshed commenced with 10

Smith men owing to the late arrival of
Picken.

30.1.1897 | Leicester Fosse Reserves 1 0 Hinckley Town Alucky win for the Fosse.

Carter

(0)

Rovers largest gate of the
season.

The ground was in an awful
state following a thaw and by
half-time it was impossible to
distinguish the players.

The only goal of the game was
put through by Carter, a




Hinckley player, who, had just
received a nasty kick on the hip
from McMillan.

30.1.1897 | Whitwick Town 2 2 Loughborough Athletic
Whitmore M (2) AN Others
Wooding
6.2.1897 Barwell Swifts 2 0 Coalville Town Fearfully bad ground.
Pickering
Cobley
6.2.1897 Hinckley Town 4 0 Hugglescote Robin Good number of spectators.
AN Other (1 min) 2) (0) Hood An easy win.
Beardsworth Carter [Hugglescote'’s
Pollard (2) goalkeeper] played a fine game.
On a couple of occasions Carter
clearly carried the ball over the
goal line, but the referee
refused to award goals.
6.2.1897 Ibstock Albion 1 5 Whitwick Town Hastings Arms Ground, Ibstock.
Allen Middleton (3) Ground was covered in snow.
Tugby
Haywood
6.2.1897 Leicester Fosse Reserves 1 1 Coalville Albion Fair attendance.
Jones (0) (0) Sellars Ground in a wretched condition.
6.2.1897 Loughborough Athletic 9 1 Earl Shilton Town Moderate gate.
Hardy (pen) (4) (0) AN Other
Monk (2)
Knightley
Roulstone
AN Other
Bexon
Turner
Yorke
13.2.1897 | Coalville Town 1 0 Whitwick Town ¢.1,000 spectators
Kendrick 0) (0)
13.2.1897 Earl Shilton Town 0 5 Hinckley Town One-sided game.
13.2.1897 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 1 2 Shepshed Town The Robins commenced with
only 7 players.
Shepshed scored after 3 mins.
13.2.1897 | Ibstock Albion 2 1 Leicester Fosse Replayed fixture.
Reserves 1,000 spectators
Benefit game for Mr Beeson, the
captain of the club - a sum of £5
5s was raised.
13.2.1897 | Loughborough Athletic 1 0 Barwell Swifts Athletic Ground. Loughborough.
E Yorke Brewill [Loughborough] missed
a penalty.
20.2.1897 | Hinckley Town 0 0 Coalville Town 1,000 spectators.
(0) (0) Replayed fixture.
Coalville, who had undergone
special training as they stood a
chance of topping the League,
arrived late.
Hinckley wasted many good
opportunities.
Hinckley gave a debutto H
Griffiths from Nuneaton Town.
20.2.1897 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 1 1 Barwell Swifts Good gate.
20.2.1897 Leicester Fosse Reserves 7 0 Earl Shilton Town Owing to the Fosse ground

AN Other
Wood (3)

3)

(0)

being used for a Birmingham
Cup semi-final match, the game
had to be played on the Victoria




West
Bishop (2)

Park, before only a handful of
spectators.

The ground was in a horrible
state after recent heavy rains.

20.2.1897

Whitwick Town

Ibstock Albion

27.2.1897

Loughborough Athletic

Ibstock Albion

Athletic Ground, Loughborough.

27.2.1897

Shepshed Town

Whitwick Town

Largest gate of the season.

6.3.1897

Coalville Albion
Gourlay (2)
Jeffcote

S 99 oIN

Shepshed Town

Park-road Ground, Coalville
Fairly good gate.

6.3.1897

Earl Shilton Town

N

Loughborough Athletic

6.3.1897

Ibstock Albion

Hinckley Town
Beadsworth (4)

Hastings Arms Ground, Ibstock.
Capital attendance.

Benefit game for Mr Beeson, the
captain of the club - a sum of £5
5s was raised.

Surprise result as Ibstock were
unbeaten in a month - had
beaten Fosse Rovers and drew
with Loughborough Athletic.
‘Unfortunately rain fell all
morning or there would have
been more Hinckley supporters
present, but it was impossible
for votaries of cycling to make
the journey.’

Ibstock dominated play until
Hinckley opened the scoring;
the home team had to change
goalkeepers at the interval due
to injury.

Beadsworth also had a goal
disallowed for offside.

6.3.1897

Leicester Fosse Reserves

Barwell Swifts

Filbert-street, Leicester.
One-sided game.

13.3.1897

Shepshed Town
AN Other

Jordan

Briers

Hugglescote Robin
Hood

20.3.1897

Barwell Swifts
Cobley

Smith (2)
Peace

AN Other

Hugglescote Robin
Hood

Peace

Spencer

“The game as of an unpleasant
character. Play was rough all
and in the end one of the
Barwell men was ordered off
the field. | am told by one who
saw the match that Lucas been
fouled several times before the
offence for which he was
ordered off was no worse than
many which previously been
committed on the Barwell
players. But it was a case of the
next offender being sent off
Lucas to be unlucky one Barwell
footballers are very much
aggrieved.”

Lucas was sent off midway
through the second half for
rough play.

20.3.1897

Earl Shilton Town

Ibstock Albion

20.3.1897

Leicester Fosse Reserves

Coalville Town

Good attendance.
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20.3.1897

Shepshed Town
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Hinckley Town
Beadsworth

27.3.1897

Loughborough Athletic
AN Other
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Coalville Town
Smith

Athletic Ground, Loughborough.
Crowd trouble which resulted in
the closure of the ground.

3.4.1897

Hugglescote Robin Hood
Poxon

Y
—_
~

Loughborough Athletic
York

Neither side were strongly
represented.

3.4.1897

Shepshed Town

o

Coalville Town

10.4.1897

Coalville Town
Horton (pen)
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Hinckley Town
Hitchcock

Wagon and Horses, Ground,
Coalville.

Fine weather.

Fairly good gate.

10.4.1897

Earl Shilton Town

Hugglescote Robin
Hood

The two teams occupied the
bottom two places in the
League table.

10.4.1897

Ibstock Albion

Loughborough Athletic

Good gate.
Fine weather.

10.4.1897

Leicester Fosse Reserves
Bamford (3)

AN Other

Coulson

Shepshed Town

Fair attendance.

Beautiful weather.

Bamford scored a first half hat-
trick.

16.4.1897

Hugglescote Robin Hood

Ibstock Albion
Lenton
AN Other

Jackson’s Ground, Hugglescote.
Played on Good Friday morning.
Rain fell heavily in the second
half and by the time the game
ended nearly all the spectators
had left.

17.4.1897

Coalville Albion

Hinckley Town
Cutler

Park Road Ground, Coalville.
Poor attendance.

Rain was falling heavily, and the
ground was more appropriate
for mudlarking than footballing
the top end it was covered with
mud lower the hollows between
the ridges were covered with
inches of water.

Cutler scored the only goal of
the game 10 minutes from the
end.

17.4.1897

Coalville Town

Barwell Swifts

Waggon and Horses Ground,
Coalville.

Rain fell throughout the whole
afternoon and consequently
there were very few spectators.
Coalville played 5 reserve men -
3 engaged in a county match
and the other 2 resting.

“A most extraordinary match” as
Coalville were losing 1-0 at half-
time.

17.4.1897

Earl Shilton Town

Shepshed Town

Very even game.

Shepshed were poorly
represented, Wortley,
Needham, Smith and others
were absent. Earl Shilton had
several of their best men
playing in the North v South
game. “The slightest bit of luck
would have given Shilton the
victory.

17.4.1897

NORTH

SOUTH

Fosse ground, Leicester.




19.4.1897 | Coalville Albion 10 0 Barwell Swifts Park-road Ground, Coalville.
Osbourne [Barwell], who was
intoxicated, collided heavily with
two players fracturing his leg
below the knee in two or three
places. He was taken to
Leicester Infirmary on an
ambulance carriage.

19.4.1897 | Hinckley Town 7 0 Ibstock Albion lbstock sent a weakened team.

Hitchcock (2) 2) (0)
Griffiths

Manson

Roberts (2),

AN Other,

20.4.1897 | Coalville Albion 2 2 Whitwick Town Park Road ground, Coalville.

Heavy rain.
Poor attendance.
?.4.1897 Coalville Town 1 3 Earl Shilton Town
2.4.1897 Hugglescote Robin Hood 1 5 Leicester Fosse Jackson’s Ground, Hugglescote.
Reserves

2.4.1897 Loughborough Reserves 1 2 Whitwick Town Athletic Ground, Loughborough.

M (1) Game interrupted by a
thunderstorm.

Neither goalkeeper had much to
do.
Game ended 15 mins early.

?.4.1897 Whitwick Town 0 1 Barwell Swifts

21.4.1897 | Coalville Albion 3 1 Earl Shilton

21.4.1897 | Whitwick Town 3 1 Hinckley Town Tuesday evening.

Howard, og, scr. Hitchcock Drizzling rain fell almost the
whole day. However, 50
Hinckley supporter made the
journey.
Hinckley played with the strong
wind in the first half.
There were several ‘dubious’
decisions by the referee in
favour of the home team.

24.4.1897 | Hinckley Town 4 0 Coalville Albion 2,000 spectators.

) (0) Hinckley scored after 90
seconds and a second 10 mins
before half-time.

Coalville’s defeat gave the
league crown to Fosse Rovers.
Inter-League Match
19.4.1897 | North 4 2 South Fosse ground.
Orton (2) AN Others Heavy rain falling
York throughout/strong wind.
AN Other Poor attendance

Match Reports

Typical match reports.
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Leicester Daily Post — 16 September 1896
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Leicester Daily Post — 26 October 1896



Leicester Daily Post — 21 December 1896
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Leicester Daily Post — 11 January 1897
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Leicester Daily Post — 8 March 1897



Leicester Chronicle - 24 October 1896
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6. Fosse Reserves v. Coalville Albion,
. Hawkins; Loughboroogh Reserves w

F
Mr.

Leicester Chronicle - 12 December 1896



