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Leicestershire Senior League 1897-98

Nr | Team Pl W| D L F| A +/- | Pts
1 | Hinckley Town 16| 12 | 1 3 /70 17| 412 | 25
2 | Coalville Albion 16| 11 | 1 4 139 15| 260 | 23
3 | Whitwick Town 16| 9 4 | 3 4216|2632 | 22
4 | Coalville Town 16 | 8 3 14 36|16 | 225 19
5 | Barwell Swifts 16 | 7 2 | 6 | 28|23 1.22 16
6 | Shepshed Town* 16| 5 3 18 19|33 0.56 1
7 | Hugglescote Robin Hood 6| 4 2 |10 |14 |44 | 032 10
8 | Earl Shilton Town 16| 4 1 1116 46 0.35 9
9 | Anstey Town 16 | 2 1 113,12 65 0.19 5

* Shepshed had 2 points deducted for fielding an ineligible man
Three clubs - Leicester Fosse Reserves, Loughborough Athletic and Ibstock left the League at the end of
1896-7 season. Only one team joined - Anstey Town. Thus just 9 clubs competed in the second
Leicestershire Senior League competition.

Winner: Hinckley Town

Runner-Up: Coalville Albion

Wooden spoon: Anstey Town

Games Played: 56

Missing Results: 0

Goals scored: 276 (4.93 goals per game)

Biggest home win: Hinckley Town 14-0 Anstey Town
Biggest away win: Earl Shilton Town 1-8 Hinckley Town
Highest scoring: 14: Hinckley Town 14-0 Anstey Town

The final goal count against Coalville Albion was the subject of some confusion. In the week leading up to
the final matches of the season, the official figures had Albion 51 goals for and only 12 goals against.
However, it was later confirmed that this had been an error, and the correct number of goals scored against
the Albions was actually 15. This discrepancy had a massive impact on the destination of the title,
specifically for Hinckley. Had the goals against the Albion been just 12, they would have secured the
championship with a goal average of 4.3 compared to Hinckley's 4.2. With 15 goals against them, the
Albions' goal average dropped significantly to 3.4, which was much worse than Hinckley's.

Adding to the controversy, there had been considerable comment regarding the Albion' final match, a 12-0
victory over Earl Shilton. The circumstances of the game, in which the Albion supposedly had needed
exactly twelve goals to win the championship, led to representations being made to the League. The fact
that Earl Shilton—who had previously played very close matches against Albion—lost by such a massive
margin was being viewed as evidence that the Shiltonians had not played to their full ability. The League
Secretary, Mr. Carpenter, had been a spectator at the match and was reportedly very displeased with the
visitors' display. A subsequent inquiry was held into the outcome of the Coalville Albion's match against
Earl Shilton, which had provisionally handed the Senior League title to Coalville on goal average over
Hinckley. As a result of the inquiry, the game was ordered to be replayed in September. Coalville ultimately
lost the replayed match, thereby awarding the title to Hinckley Town.

At the AGM of the League at held in June:
- The League showed a balance at the end of the 1897-98 season of £1 19s
- Shepshed were deducted 2 points for playing an ineligible man - CJ Gill
- Earl Shilton Town and Anstey - the bottom two clubs - were re-elected, as were Loughborough
Reserves, who were members of the United Counties League, which had disbanded.
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Anstey Town 1-4 | 1-5 | 04 | 2-0 2-7 1-0 0-3 2-7
Barwell Swifts W/L 1-4 | 0-2 | 2-1 1-3 | 70 | 2-0 | 0-0
Coalville Albion 4-1 1-0 5-0 | 12-0 | 4-1 7-0 1-1 0-1
Coalville Town 6-0 | 2-0 | 1-0 5-0 | 2-1 1-1 4-0 | 11
Earl Shilton Town 1-1 0-4 | 1-2 | 1-7 1-8 | 4-0 2-0 1-0
Hinckley Town 14-0 | 2-0 | 2-0 | 2-1 2-1 80 | 10-0 | 4-0
Hugglescote Robin Hood 1-0 1-2 | 1-3 | 1-0 | 3-1 2-2 3-0 | 0-1
Shepshed Town 2-0 1-1 2-1 3-1 4-0 | 0-2 | 3-1 1-1

Whitwick Town 5-2 7-1 0-1 1-1 6-0 3-2 | 40 5-0
Home win Away Win Draw |:| Result Not Known

Match Results and Details

Date Home Away Match Details

4.9.1897 Shepshed Town 1 Whitwick Town Game kicked off late at 3.40 pm
Cutler 0) 0) Smith First game on Whitwick's new ground, which
was approached by a footpath crossing the
fields opposite the cemetery.
Splendid weather
1,500 spectators
4.9.1898 Coalville Town 6 0 Anstey Town Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville.
Wardle (4) (0) Heavy rain delayed the start of the game
Kendrick (2)
Smith (2)
Benistone
11.9.1897 | Hugglescote Robin 2 2 Hinckley Town 150 supporters travelled from Hinckley.
Hood (1 (0) Fern (2) Hugglescote's team had been considerably
Hall strengthened during the close season.
Pearson Game commenced at 3.30 pm.
Sharpe (Hugglescote) fell heavily and had to
be carried off the pitch midway through the
second half.
11.9.1897 | Shepshed Town 2 0 Anstey Town Referee arrived late. Kick-off took place at
Briers 3.55 pm
11.9.1897 | Whitwick Town 1 1 Coalville Town Match too place on Whitwick's “new ground”
M M - approached by the footpath crossing field
opposite the cemetery.
1500 spectators
18.9.1897 | Anstey Town 1 4 Barwell Swifts Large company.
AN Other (0) ) Cobley
Grewcock (2)
Haywood
18.9.1897 | Coalville Albion 5 0 Coalville Town Park-road Ground
Sharp (2) (3) |(0) 1,500 spectators
Moore Town give a debut to a new centre forward
Jeffcote (2) Handley of Loughborough




18.9.1897 | Earl Shilton 4 0 Hugglescote Robin 200 spectators.
Coe ()] 0) Hood
Wileman
Raven
AN Other
18.9.1897 | Shepshed Town 0 2 Hinckley Town Only a few Hinckley supporters
Wilson accompanied the team, and several votaries
Pollard of the winter game made the journey by
“bike”. Upon arrival it was found that the
Shepshed club had been compelled to look
out for new ground — the sum required for
the old one being no less than £14 for the
season. Suitable fields are evidently hard to
find at Shepshed and in consequence
spectators to walk something less than a
mile in order to pay the gate fee. The
distance from the railway station to the
club’s quarters is fully a mile so that visitors
were in for a good walk. The start was timed
for 3.30 but it only wanted seven minutes to
four o'clock when the referee (Mr Cockain of
Loughborough) tootled for the teams to line
up.”
Wilson [Shepshed] opened the scoring
against the run of play.
Shepshed missed many good opportunities.
Pollard doubled Hinckley's lead with a
singing shot from long distance.
25.9.1897 Barwell Swifts 2 1 Earl Shilton Town Good attendance.
Onions M M Coe Game commenced at 3.30 pm.
Garner Barwell scored two disallowed gals in the
second period.
25.9.1898 | Whitwick Town 5 2 Anstey Town Anstey's inside left, Monk received a nasty
AN Other (3) 1) Fancote (2) kick in the first half and had to retire for the
rest of the game.
9.10.1897 | Coalville Albion 1 0 Barwell Swifts Park-road Ground, Coalville.
Orton ) (0) Good attendance.
9.10.1897 | Hinckley Town 2 1 Coalville Town Large gate.
Cowley Bunting Handley (Coalville) missed a penalty
Phelps
9.10.1897 | Hugglescote Robin 3 1 Earl Shilton Town
Hood Freer (pen)
Harris
AN Others
9.10.1897 | Whitwick Town 5 0 Shepshed Town Avery one-sided game.
23.10.1897 | Hinckley Town 2 1 Earl Shilton Town After 60 minutes play “fifteen minutes’ play
Griffiths (pen) Coe Hinckley lost the services of Fern who was
Evans ordered off the field by the referee. Why he
was sent off was puzzle to almost the whole
of the spectators. Just before this the
referee had seen King deliberately kick at
Fern whilst the latter was lying on the
ground, and in giving free kick Mr Blore
cautioned King against repetition of such
conduct. It was thought that Fern been
detected in an endeavour to “get his own
back " against his burly antagonist and this
was afterwards found to be the case.”
23.10.1897 | Hugglescote Robin 1 3 Coalville Albion Good gate.
Hood (0) | (0) | AN Others
Hallam Earl (pen)
23.10.1897 | Shepshed Town 3 1 Coalville Town




23.10.1897 | Whitwick Town 7 1 Barwell Swifts
30.10.1898 | Earl Shilton Town 0 4 Barwell Swifts Disappointing game.
0) 2) Herbert (2)
Peace
Cobley
30.10.1898 | Whitwick Town 4 0 Hugglescote Robin Good gate.
Whitmore (0) (0) Hood Whitwick’s victory was attributed to their
Painter superior ‘stamina and staying power.’
Barnes
Smith
4.12.1897 | Anstey Town 1 5(6) | Coalville Albion
4.12.1897 | Coalville Town 1 1 Whitwick Town Played in wretched weather - snow and rain
Heward (0) (0) AN Other Fairly good attendance
4.12.1897 | Hinckley Town 10 0 Shepshed Town Hinckley scored 9 goals in the second half.
Beadsworth (4) (1) (0) The visitors were not fully represented -
Fern (2) Cutler was laid up with typhoid fever.
Griffiths Shepshed played all of the second half with
Cowley 10 men following an injury just before the
Wooding interval to their goalkeeper, Martin.
og Hinckley's goalkeeper had no save to make
all game.
Beadsworth display was ‘nothing short of
marvellous.’
18.12.1897 | Barwell Swifts 0 0 Whitwick Town Moderate gate.
Dense fog.
“One of the best that has been played in the
neighbourhood for a long time”
Both goalkeepers were outstanding.
18.12.1897 | Coalville Albion 1 2 Earl Shilton Town Game stopped 13 mins before time due to
(1) | (2 | Shilton (20 thick fog.
Albion scored within 3 mins.
18.12.1897 | Hugglescote Robin 3 0 Shepshed Town Foggy weather
Hood
Roper
Cooper
Thompson
25.12.1897 | Coalville Albion 0 1 Whitwick Town
25.12.1897 | Hinckley Town 14 |0 Anstey Town “At one time on Christmas Day it looked as
Fern (6) (7) (0) though there would be no football on
Beadsworth Hinckley ground. At the time for the
Griffiths (2) commencement of play a large crowd had
Orrill (2) assembled in the roadway anxiously
Baxter awaiting the arrival of the Anstey
Cowley representatives. But they did not come for
og, fully forty minutes though it was known that
they had reached the temporary dressing-
room. At a quarter past three the men got
into position.
“Anstey started with much spirit, and one
began to wonder why they were rooted to
the bottom of the League.” But after a few
minutes play, the ball was almost entirely in
the Anstey half.
Hinckley were leading 4-0 after 15 minutes
and 7-0 after 30 minutes.
27.12.1897 | Hugglescote Robin 1 0 Anstey Town
Hood
1.1.1898 Coalville Albion 7 0 Hugglescote Robin Jeffcote scored “as quickly almost as it was

Jeffcote (3)
Rose(2)
Sharp (2)

Hood

possible.”
Albion led 6-0 at half-time




1.1.1898 Coalville Town 4 0 Shepshed Town Foggy weather(

Heward (2) Coalville give debut to 2 players from Long

Plackett Eaton - Clarke (centre-half) and Plackett

W Smith (pen) Owing to the late arrival, Coalville had to
start the game with 9 men.

1.1.1898 Earl Shilton Town 1 0 Whitwick Town
8.1.1898 Anstey Town 2 7 Whitwick Town
Fancote 2) 3) AN Others
AN Other Harrison
8.1.1898 Coalville Town 1 0 Coalville Albion Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville.

Benistone (M (0) Large number of supporters from both
clubs
1,000 spectators
Albion gave a debut to Stubbs (goalkeeper)
of Woodhouse

8.1.1898 Shepshed Town 3 1 Hugglescote Robin Good attendance
Grain (2) Hood
Briers AN Other
15.1.1898 | Barwell Swifts 1 3 Hinckley Town Good gate.
Lucas Griffiths (2) Treacherous surface - players struggled in
Fern keeping their feet.
Barwell had arranged with a player from
Sutton Coldfield to play for them. Hinckley
had the assistance of two new men - Adcock
(goal) and Crofts (right back) of Notts Forest
reserve team.
Hinckley were severely tested for most of
the second half.
15.1.1898 | Coalville Albion 1 1 Shepshed Town Meagre attendance.

Goacher AN Other Shepshed awarded a penalty which was
saved by Stubbs. Referee ordered the kick to
be retaken and Shepshed equalised.

15.1.1898 | Hugglescote Robin 1 0 Coalville Town

Hood (1) (0)

22.1.1898 | Earl Shilton Town 1 1 Anstey Town Anstey's first point of the season.
22.1.1898 | Hugglescote Robin 0 1 Whitwick Town The defences of both sides were prominent,
Hood M Barnes and the goalkeepers had little to do.
The only goal was scored 3 minutes from
time.
29.1.1898 | Hinckley Town 2 0 Barwell Swifts A poor and uninteresting game.
Griffiths 2 |
Beadsworth
29.1.1898 | Coalville Town 1 1 Hugglescote Robin Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville.
Hood
29.1.1898 | Shepshed Town 2 1 Coalville Albion Attendance badly affected by the numbers
Jeffcote (15 min) Parker (35 min) who had travelled to Derby to watch County
Orton (pen) and Villa.
29.1.1898 | Whitwick Town 6 0 Earl Shilton Town
5.2.1898 Barwell Swifts 7 0 Hugglescote Robin Kick off delayed, while Hugglescote waited

Herbert (2) (4) (0) Hood for a player to arrive.

Cobley (2) Herbert opened the scoring after just 1

Grewcock (3) minutes’ play.

5.2.1898 Earl Shilton Town 2 0 Shepshed Town
5.2.1898 Whitwick Town 3 2 Hinckley Town Prior to this game Whitwick were top of the

Mounteney
Painter
Whitmore

Wooding
Hill

League, but Hinckley had several matches in
hand and had not lost League game. While
Whitwick had been defeated at Earl Shilton
and had made 4 draws compared with
Hinckley's one.




Hinckley were without Davis, Baxter and
Griffiths.

It was said that Griffiths was wrongly
informed of the time the train departed
from Nuneaton.

The ground was not a very good one - the
slope and lante made it impossible for
correct passing.

After Painter headed through for Whitwick
to equalise for the second time - “play
became very exciting and fast, the conduct
of the spectators being such that the referee
had to interfere.”

“The spectators were a noisy lot, some
individuals behaved in an appalling
manner.”

Coalville Albion were playing Hinckley in a
cup match and Robin Hood at Barwell, this
was the only action in the district.

1,500 spectators.

12.2.1897 | Earl Shilton Town 1 7 Coalville Town The ‘superb passing of Coalville completely
AN Other Benistone non-plussed the Shilton players and the
Chapman wonder is that man more goals were not
AN Others scored.’
One player from each division - backs, half-
backs and forwards scored.
The Coalville goalkeeper, Harry Bunting said
it was the quietest he has ever had between
the sticks this season.
12.2.1897 | Hinckley Town 2 0 Coalville Albion Good gate
Scr ) (0) Game commenced at 3.30 pm.
Fern Jeffcote missed an easy opportunity at the
beginning of the second half to equalise.
Fern dribbled past 3 defenders before
sending the ball spinning between the posts
12.2.1897 | Shepshed Town 1 1 Barwell Swifts
19.2.1898 | Anstey Town 0 3 Shepshed Town
19.2.1898 | Coalville Town 5 0 Earl Shilton Town Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville
AN Other
Walker (2)
W Smith (2)
19.2.1898 | Whitwick Town 0 1 Coalville Albion A good number of spectators from Coalville
Orton and Whitwick witnessed the game.
26.2.1898 | Anstey Town 2 7 Hinckley Town Game commenced at 3.30 pm.
Inglesant (1) (4) AN Others Jeffcote missed an easy opportunity at the
Smart (2) Beadsworth beginning of the second half to equalise.
Fern Fern dribbled past 3 defenders before
sending the ball spinning between the posts
5.3.1898 Barwell Swifts 0 2 Coalville Town Surprise result.
(0) (2) Bunting
W Smith
5.3.1898 Coalville Albion 4 1 Anstey Town Park-road, Coalville.
Moore Brooks and Mason of Melbourne made their
Middleton (pen) debut for the Albion - and both scored
Brooks
Mason
5.3.1898 Hinckley Town 8 0 Hugglescote Robin The visitors failed to put in an appearance

Beadsworth (4)
Fluck (2)
Fern (2)

Hood

until 4 pm. Therefor a late start was made,
which disappointed a large number of
people, many of them going for a ‘walk’
being tired before the Robins arrived.
Several players had recently left




Hugglescote, and their place taken by
reserves.

Severa; easy goal scoring opportunities were
wasted by Hinckley's forwards.

The game was even more one-sided than
the score would suggest!

5.3.1898 Shepshed Town P P Earl Shilton Game postponed so that Shepshed could
stage the Junior Cup semi-final tie between
Hathern Victoria and Coalville United.
12.3.1898 | Anstey Town 0 4 Coalville Town Coalville scored within the first few minutes.
0) M Walker (2)
Smith (2)
12.3.1898 Earl Shilton Town 1 8 Beadsworth (3) Leicester Road enclosure.
Coe Pollard (2) “Scarcely had the leather been set agoing
Fern when the Hinckley forwards rushed to the
Og other end, and the ball coming in from the
Wooding left wing it was unexpectedly met by
Beadsworth, who promptly sent in a low
shot, straight as a bee-line for the centre of
the goal. Pick got his hand down and
stopped the ball before it had entirely
crossed the goal. Hinckley appealed for a
goal, and the referee allowed it without
hesitation.” The Shilton spectators were
furious with this decision.
Hinckley should have scored at least
another half dozen goals.
12.3.1898 | Hugglescote Robin 1 2 Barwell Swifts
Hood
26.3.1898 | Anstey Town 2 0 Earl Shilton Town Fair crowd.

Smart M (0) Game commenced at 4 pm.

Harlow “Anstey were by far the better eleven, and
credit is due to the plucky and determined
manner in which they played.”

26.3.1898 | Barwell Swifts 1 4 Coalville Albion
26.3.1898 | Coalville Town 2 1 Hinckley Town Waggon and Horses Ground, Coalville.

Smith 1) (0) Scr. Rough weather.

Parker Meagre attendance.

The Hinckley continent journeyed on the
1.02 pm train from Hinckley, changing at
Nuneaton. “Changing here we were ushered
into the Loughborough train by a guard who
frowned very much at us turning up late - as
if it was our fault.” They arrived at
Snakestone after one hour's trave and had
to walk a mile to the ground.
Hinckley protested against both Coalville's
goals stating that they were blatantly
offside.

2.4.1898 Barwell Swifts 2 0 Shepshed Town Small number of spectators.

Cramp (2) (0) (0) Shepshed arrived two men short- and
found good substitutes in two Barwell
men named Freer and Jordan.

2.4.1898 Hinckley Town 4 0 Whitwick Town Holywell Ground, Hinckley

Griffiths (pen) 1,200 spectators

AN Others

8.4.1898 Rest of the League 1 5 Champions (Hinckley) Fosse ground
Kendrick (0) | (4) | AN Others Good Friday.

Disappointing match.
Strong wind blew down the field which
Hinckley took advantage of in the first half.




Hinckley Town: Adcock, goal; Taylor,
Goodwin, backs; Matthew, Baxter, Cowley,
half-backs; Wooding, Fluck, Pollard, Fern,
Beadsworth, forwards. Rest of League:
Reckless (Whitwick), goal; Whitehead
(Whitwick), Worthington (Barwell), backs;
Barlestone (Whitwick), A Lucas (Barwell),
Buckingham (Anstey), half-backs; Sharpe,
Rose (Coalville Albion), right wing; Smith
(Coalville Town), centre; Kendrick (Coalville
Town), Onions (Shilton Town), left wing;
forwards.

9.4.1898

Anstey Town

Hugglescote Robin
Hood

Anstey controlled the game throughout.

9.4.1898

Shepshed Town

Earl Shilton Town

12.4.1898

Earl Shilton

—_

Coalville Albion

16.4.1898

Coalville Albion
Jeffcote (2)

Rose

Sharp

Hinckley Town
AN Other

“A win for Hinckley meant the championship
of the League by a couple of points and an
immense advantage in goal average whilst
victory for the Albions meant that it was just
possible for the Coalvillites to claim league
honours if they could score enough goals in
their match against Earl Shilton next
Saturday by a superior goal average,
Hinckley were without two of the best men -
Adcock and Pollard.

A large number of Hinckley supporters
travelled to Coalville, by train, brake, trap or
cycle.”

Coalville had a goal disallowed for offside in
the opening period of the game.

Hinckley took the lead and had a perfectly
good goal disallowed whilst losing 3-1
during the second half.

23.4.1898

Coalville Albion

12

Earl Shilton Town

Farcical game.

“The Shiltonians apparently caring very little
as to the result.”

The Albions were leading 8-0 at half-time.
Fixture was ordered to be replayed.

16.9.1898

Coalville Albion

Earl Shilton Town

Central Ground, Coalville
Championship Decider.

Match Reports

A selection of published match reports
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WHITWICK TOWN v. LOUGHBOROUGH
RESERVE.
Played at Whitwick, and a kevaly- cuntested gage

1
A DRAV of two guals each,
OCOALVILLE TOWN v BHEPSHED.

At Coalville, befure a muierate atloodance,
shed scured five minutes from the start,
equabisiog soun slier from o guod run up the field
Dirvctly after they  scored  womber two.  Hall umg
soure : Cualville, three guals ; Shepshed, oae goal g
the second ball play was mostly 10 the Shepabhed
but Coalville failed o utilise soveral casy chasom,

L3

COALVILLE, shree guals ;

SHEPSHED, vue goal.
EARWELL SWIFTs v. COALVILLE ALSION,

At Barwell. The wiounnd was covervd with soom,

Barwell acored by Peacw ia the firet five o Lad
Coalville equalised & few inutes later.  As half Lge
Coalvilie by two guals 10 oue. la the second half
Barweil scored two guals and Coalvilie swo gualas gued
Rate soding ;

COALVILLE. four ;

BAKWELL, three

E

Leicester Daily Post - 1 February 1898



LEICESTERSHIRE SENIOR LEAGUE.

goal. It :
ANSTEY. two goals ;
SHILTON nooe.

BARWFLL SWIFTS v. COALVILLE ALBION.
At Barwell, Result:
COALVILLE, four goals }
BARWELL, vae goal.

e —

COALVILLE TOWN v, HINCKLEY. "
On the former's ground, before s moderate .
" ted accurate play. Can:\ln

HINCKLEY, one
m"“wuﬂ:-
iy TS AR
'wuwnt “H 5 1 s &%
{Coalville Town .. 186 8 4 3 % 16 19
Gealville Albion.. 13 8 3 1 8 8 1
* | Barwell .13 5 6 3 B B 13
Kbepahed 4 4 7T S B E 1
ll.rl-‘- .16 4 9 32T M & 9
Shikoa ..13 3 9 1 13 0O 7
AssteyTows ..13 1 11 1 11 8 3
-
Leicester Daily Post -28 March 1898
o+ |
COALVILLE ALBION v. BARL SHILTON.
-

haviag Le
h-p-d-“wi ﬂ.-nn-:
--.-..-IT'
Albiocn team : =n Bradshaw

Coalville Times - 23 September 1898




Additional Information
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Coa/w//e Times - Friday 17 June 1898



